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Message from the Chief
Chief Charles Foulke
Citizens of Middleton, Elected Officials, Police Commission Members,
Public Safety Committee Members, City Administrator Mike Davis, and
fellow City of Middleton employees:
On behalf of the men and women of the Middleton Police
Department, I present you with our 2018 Annual Report.
The year 2018 was a challenging one for our community, City of Middleton employees
and the Police Department.
In August, we survived record rainfalls. Emergency responders braved dangerous
conditions and rescued countless people from their vehicles, buildings and homes, with
no loss of life. City staff continues to work tirelessly to document and recover public
and private losses and to repair the natural areas we all love and appreciate.
September 19th was the day we have prepared for, but hoped would never happen.
In an unprovoked attack, a gunman opened fire on his unsuspecting work colleagues.
He wounded five co-workers, seriously injuring three. His shooting rampage was
stopped by the brave, decisive actions of Middleton Police Officers and Dane County
Sheriff’s Deputies, who arrived on scene promptly, located the gunman, and
neutralized the threat by using deadly force. No one but the shooter died in this
workplace violence active shooter event, which speaks to the heroic actions of the
WTS Paradigm employees and all first responders.
While the response to the flooding and active shooter incident may be what many
think about when they reflect on 2018, it is not how we want to be defined. While I am
very proud of our response to these two events, I’m most proud of the relationship we
have with our community. While we will strive to always be competent in our tactical
responses, it is our community engagement that we truly want to be competent in.
Members of the Middleton Police Department want to thank the community, our local,
county, state and federal elected officials and most importantly, our families, for the
support we received last year. Not just on August 20th or September 19th, but on a
consistent, day to day basis.
Please contact me or any staff member if you have questions about the Annual Report
or any other aspect of our operations. We encourage you to follow us on our social
media platforms, participate in a ride-along, attend our Citizen’s Academy or just
come in for a chat.
Chuck
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Mission, Vision & Values
Make a positive difference in the quality of life in our community.
“We will be leaders in our community and among our peers. We will be a model for integrity, service,
innovation and excellence.”
As members of the Middleton Police Department, our personal and professional values reflect the core
ideology of our organization. These are the deeply held principles to which we are committed and
which will not change over time. These values are what our organization lives and breathes, and are
reflected in all of our efforts and activities.
Integrity: We recognize the complexity of police work and exercise discretion in ways that are beyond
reproach and worthy of public trust. We are honest in words and deeds. We demonstrate selfdiscipline, particularly when no one is watching or listening.
Respect: We treat everyone in our community and workplace with courtesy and dignity. We are
committed to a work environment that is safe and open. We recognize and foster the individual talents
and strengths of our fellow employees, and we celebrate their successes.
Diversity: We recognize that respecting the inherent differences in individuals is essential to creating an
inclusive organization and community.
Trust: We believe in the reliability, truthfulness, ability and strength of those around us, and we strive to
be trustworthy in all of our words and actions.
Synergy: We work together to accomplish more as a team than we can individually.
Leadership: We seek to positively influence others to achieve goals that meet the needs of our
organization and community. We accept our responsibility as leaders within the community and strive
to be a model among law enforcement agencies.
Professional Development and Growth: We recognize that our employees are our most valuable asset
and we are dedicated to their mental and physical well-being. We constantly strive to provide
opportunities for all of our employees to enhance their personal growth and job satisfaction. We
recognize that this is a shared responsibility and we encourage and support the initiative of all
employees to seek out and obtain individual training and education.
Dependability:
We consistently and reliably provide quality service to our community, allied
organizations, and fellow employees, as partners in the task of policing.
Accountability: We are each responsible for the quality of our performance and for the reputation and
morale of the department. We are committed to conducting ourselves in accordance with our Oath of
Honor.
Competence: We are prudent stewards of the public’s grant of authority and resources. We are
knowledgeable and proficient in the use of police strategies and skills and we meet or exceed
contemporary professional standards for service and performance.
Courage: We accept our moral responsibility to take action against injustice and wrong-doing. We will
exercise fortitude in the face of danger and stand resolute against actions which compromise our
values.
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Organizational Chart
RECORDS & OFFICE
Office Manager Lynn Endres
2 FT Records Clerks
2 PT Records Clerks

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
Captain Steve Britt

COMMUNICATIONS
Supervisor Wendy McKnight
5 FT Dispatchers
3 PT Dispatchers

COURT SERVICES
Court Officer Janelle Zimmerman

CHIEF OF POLICE

FIRST SHIFT PATROL

Charles Foulke

Sgt. Terry Hanson
Sgt. Jeremy Geiszler
6 Officers

SECOND SHIFT PATROL
Sgt. Jessica Quamme
Sgt. Scott Moen
7 Officers
FIELD SERVICES
Captain Troy Hellenbrand

THIRD SHIFT PATROL
Sgt. Travis Kakuske
Sgt. Michael Wood
6 Officers

INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Sgt. Darrin Zimmerman
4 Investigators
2 School Resource Officers
Community Awareness Officer
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Training
Captain Troy Hellenbrand
Annually, the Police Department has a goal of sending all Department
personnel, from civilian staff to sworn members, to relevant and
important training related to the law enforcement profession. The goal
is to ensure that the Police Department is keeping abreast of new
tactics and technology to confirm that the Department is operating
efficiently and Department members are adequately prepared to deal
with any situation they are presented with. A great example of the
importance of training is how the Department responded to and handled the
momentous active shooter event that occurred on September 19th of this year. The
Police Department has been training on active shooter events since 1999. That training
resulted in the quick and decisive response by Department members in September of
this year, which ultimately led to saving hundreds of lives. The importance of ongoing
training cannot be stressed enough as a well-educated and highly trained staff
delivers an overall better service to the citizens of our community.
In the beginning of the year, Sergeant
Travis Kakuske and Dispatch Supervisor
Wendy McKnight both attended the
Leadership in Police Organizations
(LPO) training. This training, which is 120
hours in length, focuses on human
behavior and how to develop the most
effective leadership style for your given
organization. This is a highly sought
after and highly regarded leadership
school in the State of Wisconsin. With
the successful completion of this training, Sergeant Kakuske and Supervisor McKnight
join five other members of the Middleton Police Department who have attended this
leadership training.
In 2018, all Department personnel attended at least one specialized training course. A
small summary of some of the training courses attended by our staff throughout the
year includes; ALICE Instructor, First Line Supervisor, Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design, Reid Interview and Interrogation, Leadership in Police
Organizations, Field Training Officer Supervisor, Operation RUSH, Wisconsin Association
of Homicide Conference, Basic Street Drugs Identification, Instructor Development,
Basic School Resource Officer, Crisis Intervention, Glock Armor, Anti-Harassment,
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Wisconsin Open Records Law and Traumatic Stress and the Process of Healing. In total,
Department members attended close to 2,300 hours of specialized training in 2018.
In addition to specialized training, all sworn police officers attended four in-service
training sessions throughout the year which
focused on a variety of topics. In-service
topics in 2018 included training on: Firearms,
Electronic Control Devices, Less Lethal
Shotgun, Emergency Vehicle Operation,
Domestic Abuse, Centro Hispano and Tactical
Medical/Self Care training.
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Department Awards
Captain Troy Hellenbrand
In 2018, the Police Department made some significant changes in how
the Department honored employees for noteworthy incidents and
important anniversaries. For the first time in recent history, the Police
Department staff elected to have an awards night where all members
were invited to enjoy a meal, which was supplied and cooked by
members of the command staff, and at the same time celebrate the
accomplishments of co-workers in a more formal setting. As this
awards night received enthusiastic reviews by all Department
members in attendance, it is likely to become an annual event moving forward.
On May 16th of 2018, in conjunction with National Police Week, the Department
recognized members of the Middleton Police Department for exceptional work within
the past year and for significant anniversaries with our agency. Additionally, based on
their assistance with a homicide investigation in 2017, members of the Dane County
Sheriff’s Department were also recognized during this ceremony.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE AWARDS
Middleton Police Department - Detective Patty Faust, Detective David Haselow,
Detective Daniel Jones, Detective Robert Maier, Detective/Sergeant Darrin Zimmerman
Dane County Sheriff’s Department – Detective Cheryl Patty, Detective Clint Seltzner,
Detective Tim Blanke, Detective Brian Frisch, and Crime Scene Investigator Scott
Lehman
On April 28, 2017, at 2:52 PM, the Middleton
Police Department received a report of a
deceased elderly female who was possibly
the victim of a homicide. The woman was 82
years old and owned a home in the 7100
block of University Avenue. Upon the arrival
of Middleton Police Officers, it was
determined the female was a victim of a
homicide and the suspect in this case was at
large.
Investigators immediately started working on
leads and a possible suspect was identified
within hours of the commencement of this
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investigation. The suspect was tracked to a nearby hospital where, on the 29 th of April,
he was apprehended and later criminally charged and convicted in reference to this
homicide investigation.
All members of the Investigative Services Bureau,
including Investigators from the Dane County
Sheriff’s Department, worked diligently on this
investigation. They spent countless hours away
from their families in order to track down and
eventually apprehend the suspect, and put
together a solid case for prosecution. Based on
their efforts in this complex investigation,
Detective Faust, Haselow, Jones, Maier, Patty,
Seltzner, Blanke, Frisch, Lehman and Supervisor
Zimmerman were awarded the Department’s
Exceptional Performance Award in 2018.
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LIFE SAVNG AWARDS
Officer Daniel Withee
On February 21st, 2017, at 9:27 AM, Officer Daniel Withee
responded to a report of a female located in the
bathroom of a local business who appeared to have
passed out and who was starting to turn “blue.”
Upon Officer Withee’s arrival, he observed an employee of
the business administering CPR to the patient. Officer
Withee quickly assessed the patient and noticed the
subject was not breathing and had started to turn
“purple.” Officer Withee pulled the patient to a location in the bathroom where he
could adequately provide CPR and other needed medical care.
Officer Withee
provided CPR to the patient until he observed the patient begin to breathe and also
regain a pulse. Around the same time Middleton Paramedics arrived on scene,
provided Narcan to the patient, and also provided additional medical care.
It was later determined the patient had overdosed on Heroin. The patient was
transported to a local hospital for additional medical treatment and made a full
recovery. Based on his efforts in saving the victim’s life, Officer Withee was presented
with the Department’s Life-Saving Award.
Officer Benjamin Enstrom, Officer Daniel Withee, Officer Ryan Roettger, and Sergeant
Michael Wood
On April 18, 2017, at 7:11 PM, Officer Benjamin Enstrom, Officer Ryan Roettger, Officer
Daniel Withee and Sergeant Michael Wood responded to a report of a male subject
who was found by a co-worker unresponsive and gasping for
air.
While officers were responding to this incident,
information was received that the patient was now displaying
agonal or ineffective breathing.
Upon arriving on scene, Officer Enstrom observed a
bystander performing CCR on the patient. Officer Enstrom
began to assess the patient and noticed the patient’s skin to
have a bluish color and the patient to be displaying
ineffective breathing.
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Additionally, Officer Enstrom located a note that had the word “Narcan” written on it
and also observed the patient’s pupils to be very small and constricted. Officer
Enstrom, upon assessing the patient and the nearby note, immediately administered
Narcan while Officer Roettger began to perform CCR on the patient.
Upon the arrival of Officer Withee and Sergeant Wood they
assisted in the resuscitation efforts of the patient, as each
performed CCR on the patient while medical care was being
provided.
After administering Narcan, the patient’s breathing began to
improve. Upon the arrival of Middleton Paramedics the
patient’s condition had improved dramatically as the patient’s
breathing had improved and the patient had an adequate
pulse. After further medical care was
provided by Middleton Paramedics, he became more
responsive and began to talk about what had occurred. The
patient admitted to ingesting Carfentanil, the first known
incident of a Carfentanil overdose in Dane County, and was
transported by Paramedics to a nearby hospital where he later
made a full recovery.
Officer Enstrom, Withee, Roettger, and Sergeant Wood
deserved to be commended for their work on this case and
were presented with the Department’s Life-Saving Award.
Officer Daniel Withee and Sergeant Jeremy Geiszler
On May 13th, 2017, at 1:31 PM, Officer Daniel Withee and Sergeant Jeremy Geiszler
responded for an unresponsive 26 year old female patient who had passed out in
vehicle.
Officer Withee was the first officer to arrive at the location of
this medical call. Officer Withee, upon assessing the patient,
observed the patient to be displaying agonal breathing and
also noticed the patient did not have a pulse. Officer
Withee immediately removed the patient from the vehicle
she was still seated in and began to perform CPR. As Officer
Withee began to perform CPR on the patient, Sergeant
Geiszler and Middleton Paramedics arrived to assist with the
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situation.
An AED was connected to the patient, numerous shocks were administered, and CPR
was continued on the patient for approximately twenty minutes before a pulse was
attained.
Sergeant Geiszler, due to the life-threatening situation
involving the patient, drove the ambulance to a local
hospital allowing the Middleton Paramedics to provide
the needed medical care to the patient.
The patient in this incident made a full recovery and it
was later determined the female had suffered cardiac
arrest related to a malignant heart arrhythmia. Doctors
who treated the patient informed her that it was the
quick response from the first responders that ultimately
saved her life.
Officer Withee and Sergeant Geiszler were recognized for their efforts in saving this
young patient’s life and were presented with the Department’s Life-Saving Award.
Officer Benjamin Enstrom and Sergeant Scott Moen
On August 5th, 2017, at 3:17 PM, Officer Benjamin Enstrom and Sergeant Scott Moen
responded to a report of a 36 year old male who was found unresponsive sitting in his
vehicle in the 3200 block of Laura Lane. Initial information provided to the responding
officers was that the male appeared to have agonal breathing and was unconscious.
Sergeant Moen was the first officer to arrive on scene and observed a number of
witnesses attending to the patient and providing CPR. Sergeant Moen assessed the
patient and determined the male had a pulse, had agonal breathing and his pupils
were small and constricted. Sergeant Moen, realizing that this might be an opioid
related overdose, requested Officer Enstrom to bring Narcan to the scene. While
waiting for Officer Enstrom to arrive, Sergeant Moen positioned the patient’s head to
keep the individual’s airway open.
Officer Enstrom, upon arriving on scene, administered Narcan to the patient and a
short time later the patient started to make some noise, opened his eyes and then
started talking to the officers on scene.
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It was determined through the course of this investigation that the patient had
overdosed on Heroin and had driven his car to this location where he was observed
unconscious by a number of witnesses. The patient was transported to a local hospital
and made a full recovery.
Officer Enstrom and Sergeant Moen were presented with the Department’s Life-Saving
Award for their efforts in saving this individual’s life.
Officer Kathleen Riffenburg and Sergeant Terry Hanson
On September 24th, 2017, at 1:32 PM, Officer Kathleen
Riffenburg and Sergeant Terry Hanson responded to a
56 year old female patient who was reported as being
unconscious and without a pulse. The caller informed
the dispatcher that they were performing CPR on the
patient.
Upon arrival Officer Riffenburg and Sergeant Hanson
conducted a quick assessment of the patient and
noticed the patient appeared to be in cardiac arrest.
Sergeant Hanson and Officer Riffenburg continued to perform CPR on the patient until
the arrival of Middleton Paramedics.
The patient was administered a number of shocks by an AED and started to show signs
of a shallow pulse and was transported to a local hospital for further medical care.
The patient made a full recovery and it was later learned that the patient had suffered
a heart attack. Middleton Paramedics and others believe the quick response and CPR
by the caller and responding police officers were instrumental in saving this patient’s
life.
Officer Riffenburg and Sergeant Hanson were recognized for their efforts in saving this
patient’s life and are being presented with the Department’s Life-Saving Award.
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Officer Richard O’Connor and Officer Thomas Wilson
On November 24th, 2017, at 11:58 AM, Officer Thomas
Wilson was dispatched to a check person complaint at
1220 Sweeney Drive. Upon arrival at this address, Officer
Wilson observed an unresponsive female laying in some
nearby bushes with some brownish substance coming from
her nose and right eye area. Additionally, Officer Wilson
observed this female’s face to have a blueish color and it
also appeared as though she was not breathing.
Officer Wilson exited his squad car and immediately began
to assess the female patient. Officer Wilson noticed the female was exhibiting signs of
agonal breathing prompting Officer Wilson to start chest compressions and to request
additional assistance.
Officer Richard O’Connor responded to Officer Wilson’s
request for assistance and upon arrival administered
Narcan to the female patient and assisted in providing
medical care. As the female patient was still not
responsive and adequately breathing, Officer O’Connor
provided rescue breathing for the patient until she
regained consciousness and received further medical
care from Middleton Paramedics.
After the patient was administered multiple doses of
Narcan she started to breathe again and made a full recovery.
Based on their efforts in saving this patient’s life, Officer Wilson and O’Connor were
presented with the Department’s Life-Saving Award.
Officer David Schultz, Officer Matthew Jacobs, Officer Kenneth Chung, and Sergeant
Michael Wood
On January 29, 2018, at 01:45 AM, officers were
dispatched to 5500 block of Upland Trail for an individual
who was unresponsive and having a seizure. As officers
were responding information was received that the
patient was displaying symptoms of agonal breathing.
Officer Kenneth Chung was the first officer to arrive on
scene followed shortly thereafter by Officer Matthew
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Jacobs. The patient was found to be having agonal breathing and quickly went
pulseless after the arrival of responding officers. CCR and rescue breathing was
started by Officer Chung and Officer Jacobs.
Officer David Schultz, upon his arrival, assisted with CCR
relieving Officer Chung and Officer Jacobs.
Sergeant Michael Wood arrived on scene and observed
the patient had a steady heartbeat but was still in
respiratory distress. Sergeant Wood and Officer Jacobs
continued with rescue breathing as Officer Schultz and
Middleton Paramedics administered Narcan to the
patient.
After several doses of Narcan, the patient began to breathe normally and eventually
regained consciousness. The patient was transported to UW Hospital where it was later
discovered that he had unintentionally overdosed on over the counter cold
medication.
Officer Schultz, Jacobs, Chung, and Sergeant Wood should be commended for their
work in saving the patient’s life were presented with the Department’s Life-Saving
Award.

SIGNIFICANT ANNIVERSARIES
Sergeant Terry Hanson – 25 years
Detective David Haselow – 20 years
Communication Supervisor Wendy McKnight – 20 years
Detective Daniel Jones – 15 years
Sergeant Jeremy Geiszler – 15 years
Dispatcher Brian Lary – 10 years
Police Officer Tyler Loether – 5 years
Police Officer Steven Ziegler – 5 years
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GOOD NEIGHBOR AWARDS
The Department’s awards committee also elected to recognize the efforts of a number
of citizens who went above and beyond throughout the year to assist members of the
Police Department on a number of significant incidents.
Adriana Jimenez Villa
On February 21st, 2017, Adriana Jimenez Villa, a Manager at a local McDonald’s
restaurant, was notified by one of her employees of a female subject who was passed
out and was in need of assistance in the restroom of the business.
Adriana
immediately went to the bathroom and observed a female, who did not appear to be
conscious, in one of the bathroom stalls. The patient’s mother was trying to pull the
female out of the bathroom stall. Adriana summoned the assistance of her Assistant
Manager and informed her Assistant Manager to call 911.
Adriana assisted the patient’s mother in removing the
individual from the stall and placing her on the bathroom
floor. As Adriana assessed the patient she noticed the
individual did not have a pulse and was starting to turn
“purple”. Adriana started to perform CPR on the patient
based on the instructions which were being provided to
her by her Assistant Manager who was relaying CPR
instructions by a 911 Dispatcher. Adriana continued to
provide CPR and medical attention to this female patient
until the arrival of a Middleton Police Officer.
According to one of the Middleton Police Officers who responded to this incident, and
who felt Adriana should be recognized for her efforts, stating “Adriana observed the
color change in the patient’s body indicating a loss of oxygen. Adriana utilized some
recently acquired CPR skills and provided medical attention until the arrival of Officer
Withee. The patient was successfully resuscitated and Adriana’s quick reaction to a
traumatic event is exactly what a hero does in a time of need. Adriana should be
recognized for her efforts and actions.”
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Abigail Aubart, Alexis Tomaszewski, Deneice Pettaway and Ilektra Kolokouri
On August 5th, 2017 at approximately 3:10 PM, Abigail Aubert was working at a local
Middleton business when she observed a vehicle pull into the parking lot and stop in
an awkward location. After approximately ten minutes and
the vehicle still parked in the same location, Abigail walked
out into the parking lot to check on the individual driving the
vehicle to make sure they were ok. As Abigail checked on
the driver, a 36 year old male, she immediately noticed the
individual was unconscious and was not breathing normally.
Abigail used her work radio to notify one of her co-workers,
Alexis Tomaszewski, of the condition of the driver and asked
Alexis to call 911. Alexis called 911 which summoned the
response of the Middleton Police Department and the
Middleton Paramedics.
Deneice Pettaway and Ilektra Kolokouri were both driving by
the business when they observed some individuals tending to
a subject who appeared to be in need of medical assistance.
Deneice, after stopping her vehicle, began to provide
medical aid, specifically CPR, to the patient until the arrival of
first responders. Ilektra assisted in removing the patient and
also grabbed her CPR mask to assist in providing medical care
to the patient if needed.
According to Sergeant Moen, who
had responded to this incident, “The acts of Abigail, Alexis,
Deneice, and Ilektra together were able to get the
lifesaving efforts started on the patient prior to the arrival of
first responders. Their efforts were instrumental in saving the
patient’s life who ended up making a full recovery.”
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Field Services
Captain Troy Hellenbrand
The year 2018 marked the departure and retirement of three long-term
employees of the Police Department. Office Manager Ann Ziltner
retired in January, Officer Kenneth Smith retired in May and Officer
David Kasdorf retired in December. Office Manager Ann Ziltner had
been a Police Department employee for 20 years, Officer Kenneth
Smith for 18 years and Officer David Kasdorf for over 27 years. With their
departure the Department lost over 65 years of combined service and
a very dedicated group of employees who will be missed by many.

Office Manager Ann Ziltner

Officer Kenneth Smith

Officer David Kasdorf
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Field Services
New Hires
On January 8th, Officer Timothy Francis was hired as a
Police Officer. Officer Francis is originally from Southern
California. He obtained his Bachelor’s Degree from
Carthage College in Kenosha where he played Lacrosse.
Officer Francis was previously employed as a Dane
County Sheriff’s Deputy for two years prior to joining our
Department.
On February 19th, Part-Time Records Clerk Tenley Boutelle was hired
as a full-time employee in the Records Department. Prior to joining
the Police Department Tenley worked for nearly 20 years as an
employee of the Department of Criminal Investigations. Tenley
replaced Janelle Zimmerman who took on the role of the
Department’s Court Officer position.
On June 11th, Officer Mark Anderson was hired as a Police
Officer to fill the void created by the retirement of Officer
Kenneth Smith. Officer Anderson’s most recent
employment was with the Dane County Sheriff’s
Department as a Deputy Sheriff. Officer Anderson started
his law enforcement career in 2003 with the Walworth
County Sheriff’s Department and is originally from
Mukwonago, Wisconsin.
On July 30th, Officer Slobodan Rozic joined our agency as a
Police Officer. Officer Rozic was born in Sarajevo,
Yugoslavia and immigrated to the United States to the
Rockford Illinois area. Officer Rozic has a Bachelor’s Degree
from Judson University and graduated from the Police
Academy in 2014. Officer Rozic was previously employed
as a Wisconsin Capital Police Officer for three years, prior to
joining the Middleton Police Department.
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Field Services
New Assignments
In January, Lynn Endres, a 23 year employee of the
Police Department, was chosen to take on the role of
the Department’s Office Manager after the retirement
of Ann Ziltner. Prior to being selected as the new Office
Manager, Lynn had served the previous 21 years in the
role of the Police Department’s Court Officer. She
began her employment with the City of Middleton in
1995 as the Middleton Municipal Court Clerk.
With the reassignment of Lynn Endres to the position of
Office Manager, Janelle Zimmerman was named the
Department’s new Court Officer. Janelle has been an
employee of the Police Department since 2001 and had
previously held the title of one of the department’s fulltime Records Clerks.

On July 30th, Officer Cesar Salinas was named the Department’s new Community
Awareness Officer. Officer Salinas will take on the
important role of overseeing all of the
department’s community programs which
includes the department’s highly acclaimed
Citizen’s Academy, National Night Out event,
Shop with a Cop and Family Safety Day. Prior to
being named to this new assignment Officer
Salinas was most recently the School Resource
Officer at the Kromrey Middle School.
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Canine Program
Officer Howard Statz
In 2018, the Middleton Police Department implemented the
Department’s first K-9 Unit. Officer Howard Statz was selected as the
first K-9 Handler for the City of Middleton. Officer Statz has been with
the Department since 2014 and had been working on bringing the K-9
unit to Middleton for several years. He officially began his new
assignment on October 15th. Throughout the remainder of 2018, Officer
Statz focused primarily on fundraising for this program. The program is
completely funded by community support.
It was decided that a “dual purpose” K9 would best
serve the department, citizens, and community as a
whole. The “dual purpose” K9 will have the following
capabilities: community relations, officer and citizen
safety, tracking, evidence location, and narcotics
detection. One great benefit of having a K-9 is
community outreach. Dogs are often able to help
break down barriers and create positive interactions
with police across a diverse population.
After a tremendous outpouring of support from
the community, the program was able to raise
nearly $80,000 in 2018. The police department
was amazed at the scale of community support
for the K-9 unit. Thanks to donations of all sizes,
the K-9 program was able to move along
quickly. The money raised goes directly to the K
-9 program. The largest portion of the money
raised went towards purchasing a new K-9
friendly patrol car and outfitting it with the latest
equipment and technology. Donations also
helped secure the purchase of the dog and schedule the extensive training for Officer
Statz and his K-9 partner.
Some large key
donations came courtesy of Sentry Insurance,
Capital Flight, Gino’s Deli, Cabinet City by Dream
and Middleton resident Peggy Zimmerman.
In the beginning of 2019, Officer Statz will travel to
Shallow Creek Kennels in Pennsylvania and will
select his K-9 partner. Officer Statz will then begin
the six week training course and is scheduled to
be back on patrol with the dog in the spring of
2019.
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Significant Incidents
Captain Troy Hellenbrand
The year 2018 will likely go down as one of the more memorable and
challenging years for the Police Department in department history. On
August 20th, the City of Middleton experienced a rain event that many
have described as a 500 to 1,000 year flood, as parts of city
experienced rain totals in excess of 10 inches. During this event the
Police Department opened the Department’s Emergency Operations
Center, operated under 12 hour shifts, and were involved in numerous
activities from rescuing driver’s stuck in high water to shutting down
impassable roadways for multiple hours. Miraculously, the Police Department only
suffered minor damage to some Department equipment, due to officers rescuing
motorist from life threatening water situations.
As the Department was still dealing with the aftermath of the flood of a few weeks
prior, the Police Department was unfortunately involved in an active shooter event on
September 19th at the WTS Paradigm business located on Deming Way. September
19th will go down as one of the more tragic days in the city’s history as a lone gunman
decided to shoot numerous co-workers and even attempted to take the lives of
responding police officers who confronted him shortly after the event unfolded. Even
though the Police Department has trained and prepared for a potential active shooter
event since 1999, the hope was that this training would never have to be put to use in
our city. However, members of the Police Department responded to the event without
hesitation, arrived on scene of the incident within three minutes, and shortly thereafter
located and neutralized the suspect after he brazenly fired multiple rounds at
responding officers.
MI18000022 – Armed Robbery – 2600 Block of Branch Street
A female reported on January 1st, between the hours of 2:45 AM and 3:45AM she was
walking in the 2600 block of Branch Street when she was attacked, robbed, and
kicked in the face by an unknown male assailant. The victim described the suspect as
a tall and skinny black male with a light complexion, in his 20’s or 30’s. The suspect was
described as wearing a white sweater with blue snowflakes
on the sweater, baggy jeans, and red high-top sneakers.
With the assistance of the victim, the attached composite
sketch bearing a resemblance of the suspect was drawn by
a Middleton Police Detective.
This case was assigned to the Investigative Services Bureau
and persons of interest were identified; however, currently no
arrest has been made based on the lack of evidence.
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MI18000139 – Robbery – 5400 Block of Century Avenue
On January 4th at 10:04 PM, the Middleton Police Department responded to a report of
a robbery which had just occurred at the Family Video located at 5430 Century
Avenue in the City of Middleton.
The suspect was described as a male,
approximately 6’01’’ tall and wearing all black
clothing. The suspect implied he had a weapon;
however, no weapon was observed. The suspect
was able to escape with an undisclosed amount
of money.
This case was assigned to the
Investigative Services Bureau and some leads
were followed; however, no suspect was identified
or arrested.
MI18000553 – Stolen Motor Vehicle and Squad Accident – 6600 Block of University Ave.
On January 18th at 5:50 PM, a Middleton Police Officer was traveling westbound in the
6600 block of University Avenue. While in the area, the officer observed a silver BMW
pulling out of a nearby business. It was believed this vehicle was potentially associated
with a blue Pontiac which the officer had previously observed on this evening, and
thought was acting suspicious.
The Middleton Police Officer followed the BMW as it traveled out of the business
parking lot and turned northbound on Branch St. As the officer was behind this
vehicle, the driver began to suddenly accelerate, travel at a high rate of speed, drive
into oncoming traffic, and run a 4-way stop sign located at the intersection of Branch
St. and Maywood Ave. Based on the time day and other circumstances, the
Middleton officer did not attempt to stop this vehicle or pursue it. As the officer turned
onto Boulder Ln, where they last observed the vehicle, the
BMW was found abandoned in the middle of the roadway,
was left in neutral, and was rolling backwards down a slight
hill and towards the officer’s squad car. The officer was able
to stop the vehicle from rolling backwards by placing the
squad car directly behind the abandoned vehicle.
While out with the BMW, which was determined to be stolen from the business on
University Ave., other responding Middleton Officers located and stopped the blue
Pontiac. Officers were able to detain a female juvenile who was in the stolen vehicle
prior to abandoning it. Other individuals were detained, interviewed, and later
admitted to being involved in the theft of the BMW which was being warmed up in the
parking lot of the Middleton business.
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The 14-year old female was charged with operating
a motor vehicle without owner’s consent and was
transported to the Dane County Juvenile Detention
Center. There were three accomplices involved, a
14-year old male from Madison, 18 year old Jaleehl
M. Smith from Fitchburg and 20 year old Antonio M.
Ross JR from Fitchburg, who were all charged with
party-to-the-crime of operating a motor vehicle
without owner’s consent and obstructing an officer.
MI18000793 – Weapons Violation – 3600 Block of Napoli Lane
On January 26th at 3:57 PM, officers responded to the 3600 block of Napoli Lane for a
report of a weapons violation and a motor vehicle accident. The initial report
received by the Police Department was that an unknown male suspect had shot at a
vehicle causing the vehicle to crash into a light pole. The vehicle involved in this
incident, which had crashed into the light pole, was later recovered on Harbor Village
Road a short distance from the scene of this incident.
Through the course of the investigation, and after speaking with the occupants of the
vehicle that had crashed, it was learned that this was a drug deal gone bad and that
this incident occurred over $20 worth of marijuana. The suspect in this incident, who
was never identified, had shot a BB gun at the occupants of the vehicle causing the
driver to quickly accelerate and to strike a nearby light pole. The suspect in this
incident was described by the victims as being a black male with dreads, wearing a
light colored sweater or gray sweatshirt, black pants and black shoes.
MI18001030 – Robbery – 6600 Block of University Avenue
On February 3rd at 11:02 PM, Middleton Police Officers responded to an armed
robbery at Papa John’s Pizza located at 6615 University Ave. During this incident, the
suspect displayed a weapon and demanded money from Papa John’s employees.
After a physical altercation with one of the employees, the suspect left on foot after
failing to obtain any money. During the physical altercation with the Papa John’s
employee, a number of physical evidence items were left behind by the suspect,
including a BB gun.
The suspect in this incident was described as a white male, approximately 6’01”,
blonde hair, slender build, wearing blue jeans and a dark-colored hooded sweatshirt.
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Through the course of the investigation, Middleton detectives
were able to identify a suspect in this incident and on April 10
arrested Eric Pombier, a 37 year old from Madison, for armed
robbery. The physical evidence which was left behind by Mr.
Pombier and collected at the scene of the incident included
DNA, linking him to this incident and ultimately led to his arrest.

MI18001459 – Robbery – 2400 Block of Allen Boulevard
On February 19th at 5:28 PM, Middleton police officers responded to a report of an
armed robbery that had just occurred at the Associated Bank, 2420 Allen Blvd.
Employees described the suspect as black male,
with a thin build, wearing all black. The suspect’s
face was partially covered and he was carrying a
backpack. Additionally, during the robbery the
suspect displayed a handgun.
After obtaining an undisclosed amount of money the
suspect ran from the business and was last seen
running towards Lakeview Village. Tracks in the snow
and a canine track indicated the suspect had most
likely left in a vehicle parked in this apartment parking lot.
After a very comprehensive investigation, involving multiple local police agencies, it
was determined the suspect in this incident, along with other accomplices, committed
nine other similar robberies in the Dane County
area and had been terrorizing the community for
months. On March 1st, after the execution of
multiple search warrants, Jonathan L. Thompson
and Kiefah A. Marbra were arrested and charged
with armed robbery in reference to the Associated
Bank robbery.
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MI18001557 – Robbery – 6600 Block of University Avenue
On February 22nd at 12:13 PM, Middleton police officers
responded to the Wells Fargo Bank, located at 6622 University
Avenue, for an armed robbery. The suspect in this incident
appeared to be the same individual who was responsible for
robbing the Associated Bank in Middleton on February 19th. The
suspect in this incident displayed a firearm and was able to
obtain a significant amount of money before running from the
business.
A canine track led officers to the parking lot of Lakeview Park, where a getaway
vehicle may have been waiting for the suspect. Additionally, while the Middleton
Police Department was investigating this incident, the Madison Police Department was
also responding to a bank robbery on the east
side of Madison. It was believed the suspect from
the Middleton incident had also robbed a U.S.
Bank.
On March 1st, after the execution of multiple
search warrants, Jonathan L Thompson and Kiefah
A. Marbra were arrested and charged with
armed robbery in reference to the Wells Fargo
robbery.
MI18002090 – Drug Investigation – 1900 Block of Bristol Street
On March 4th, Middleton officers responded to a disturbance in the 1900 block of Bristol
Street at approximately 2:14 AM. Upon officers arriving in the area of the disturbance,
they observed one of the involved parties parking a vehicle a short distance from a
residence and walking back to the location of where this disturbance was occurring.
During the course of the investigation, a K9 from the Madison Police
Department was requested and subsequently conducted an
exterior sniff of the vehicle. The K9 positively alerted on the vehicle
to indicate that the vehicle contained the presence of a controlled
substance. During the search of the vehicle, officers seized ecstasy
pills, drug paraphernalia and also located a medium sized safe
which was locked. All of the involved parties denied ownership of
the safe so consequently the safe and the other illegal items were
seized.
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After obtaining a search warrant for the safe,
members of the Middleton Police Department
located approximately 4.5 lbs. of marijuana which
was all individually wrapped, a loaded 9mm
handgun and other illegal items. Based on the
investigation, Antonio D. Amos,
30 years of age from
Middleton, was arrested for the
manufacturing of marijuana,
possession of a firearm by a felon, and issued a citation for being in
possession of a controlled substance.

MI18002171 – Fire Incident – 6800 block of Elmwood Avenue
On March 17th at 2:21 PM, the Middleton Police Department and Middleton Fire
Department were sent to the address of 6814 Elmwood Avenue for a report of an
explosion. Upon arrival, police and fire personnel made contact with an employee of
the business who was present when the explosion occurred. Through the course of this
investigation, it was determined that the employee was cleaning the floor of the
business with a mixture of gasoline and a detergent when the explosion occurred. The
employee suffered non-life threatening injuries during this incident and was transported
to a local hospital for treatment. As this incident was a result of the accidental mixture
of two substances resulting in the explosion and injury to the employee, no further
criminal investigation was completed.
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MI17009845 and MI10358 – Robbery – 2400 Block of Allen Boulevard
On November 6th and 22nd of 2017, the Associated Bank located at 2420 Allen Blvd,
was robbed by a male subject who was later identified as the “Dead Pool” robber.
This “Dead Pool” title was given to this suspect based on the disguise that he would use
when committing his crimes.
On March 1, 2018, the “Dead Pool” robber, later
identified as Luis M. Narvaez, attempted to rob the
Chase Bank in the City of Madison; however, was
subsequently shot and killed by an armed security
guard who was present during this robbery. On April
16th, based on the investigation into the March 1st
incident and looking at common characteristics of six
other bank robberies, including the two in the City of
Middleton, it was determined that Mr. Narvaez was responsible for all of these prior
robbery incidents. Based on the investigation into Mr. Narvaez, it was determined that
he was indeed responsible for the two bank robberies in the City of Middleton at the
Associated Bank in late 2017.
MI18003172 – Fatal Motor Vehicle Accident – 6800 block of University Avenue
On April 22nd, at 12:02 AM, the Middleton Police Department responded to the report
of a pedestrian versus motor vehicle accident that had just occurred in the parking lot
of a business located in the 6800 block of University Avenue. During the course of the
investigation, it was determined that a 26 year old male from the City of Madison was
leaving the establishment with friends just prior to this accident. While in the parking
lot, after traveling a short distance, the victim exited his vehicle to speak with friends
and had apparently accidentally forgotten to place his vehicle in park. After exiting
the vehicle, the victim noticed his vehicle rolling backwards in the lot, towards a
nearby building. The victim, in hopes of preventing his vehicle from rolling into the
building, started to run after his car. Unfortunately, when the victim reached the rear
of his vehicle in his attempts to stop his car, it was too close to the building. This caused
the victim to be pinned between his vehicle and the building. The victim’s friends
immediately came to his aid, pushed the vehicle away from him, and called for
medical assistance. Unfortunately, due to the injuries sustained during this incident, the
victim succumbed to his injuries shortly after the incident occurred. The investigation
into this accident did not reveal any criminal behavior and was determined to be an
unfortunate accident.
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MI18003282 – 4th Offense OWI Arrest – Terrace Avenue
On April 25th at 11:51 PM, an officer with the Middleton Police Department observed a
vehicle that was traveling left of the center line and which also failed to stop at a stop
sign while traveling on Terrace Avenue. After contacting the driver, later identified as
Sam W. Utke, 38 years of age from Seymour, Wisconsin, the officer noted a moderate
odor of intoxicants coming from Mr. Utke. Mr. Utke was also
reportedly displaying slurred speech. Following field sobriety
tests, Mr. Utke was arrested for 4th offense operating a motor
vehicle while intoxicated, a felony. Mr. Utke refused to provide
a blood sample so a search warrant was obtained.
Mr. Utke was transported to the Dane County Jail and booked
on the tentative charge of 4th offense OWI and was also issued
a citation for operating left of the center line.
MI18004031 – Burglary – 2100 Block of Deming Way
On May 22nd at 5:22 AM, Middleton police officers were dispatched to the Verizon
store, located in the 2100 block of Deming Way, for an intrusion alarm showing three
interior activations. Upon arrival, officers observed the front
door glass to the business to be smashed and entry to the
business to had been made. The suspects in this incident
were able to obtain a substantial amount of merchandise
and fled the store prior to the arrival of responding officers.
Investigation into this matter is ongoing and it is believed the
suspects in this incident are related to other cellular store
burglaries which have occurred throughout the State of
Wisconsin.
MI18004725 – Theft from Automobile (Firearm) – 7500 Block of Century Avenue
On June 15th at approximately 12:10 AM, a vehicle which was unlocked and parked in
the parking lot of a business was entered. During this incident, the suspects located
and stole a loaded Smith & Wesson SD9 9mm handgun which was being stored in the
vehicle’s glovebox. The case was assigned to a detective in the Investigative Services
Bureau who was able to determine at least three individuals, two who were identified
as juveniles from the City of Madison and Fitchburg, were involved in this theft. All of
these individuals had admitted to driving to the City of Middleton with the intent of
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entering unlocked vehicles and stealing various items. The juveniles had driven to the
City of Middleton in a vehicle which had been previously stolen from the Town of
Madison. During the course of the investigation, the assigned detective was able to
obtain confessions from the two involved juveniles, and later charged them with theft
of the firearm and operating a motor vehicle without owner’s consent. Fortunately,
the firearm was later located by the Madison Police Department during another
incident in their city.
MI18004971 – Residential Burglaries – Hidden Oaks Subdivision
On June 22nd the Middleton Police Department received several reports of thefts from
automobiles and residential burglaries that had occurred during the overnight hours in
the Hidden Oaks subdivision. During these thefts and burglaries the suspects did not
force entry to any vehicles or residences, but rather, entered vehicles and the homes
by unlocked doors. During these crimes, the homeowners were home and were
unaware the intruders had been inside their residences until the crimes were
discovered in the morning.
This was one of many concerning crimes committed by a group of juveniles from the
Dane County area and have been occurring since 2017. It is believed this group of
juveniles have been involved in over 100 automobile thefts, numerous burglaries and
other criminal activity in several Dane County communities since they started their
crime spree. A number of these juveniles have been arrested for their illegal activities;
however, after these juveniles are released from custody they immediately return to
stealing vehicles, entering homes and other activities, and are of great concern to
many in the Dane County area.
MI18005184 – 5th Offense OWI Arrest - 6400 Block of Stonefield Road
On June 27th at 1:04 AM, an officer with the Middleton Police
Department was on routine patrol in the area of Stonefield and
Boundary Road when a vehicle was observed failing to yield at a
four-way stop sign at this intersection. The vehicle entered the
intersection without yielding and nearly struck the officer’s
squad. The driver was identified as Sergio R. Reyes, 26 years of
age, of Madison. While in contact with Mr. Reyes, the officer
noted a strong odor of intoxicants coming from Mr. Reyes’ breath
and noticed his speech was also slurred. Following field sobriety
tests, Mr. Reyes was arrested for 5th offense operating a motor
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vehicle while intoxicated, which is a felony. Mr. Reyes refused to provide a sample of
his blood so a search warrant was obtained for Mr. Reyes’ blood. Mr. Reyes was
transported and booked into the Dane County Jail for the felony OWI and was also
ticketed for failure to yield.
MI18005368 – Residential Burglary – 7100 Block of Park Shores Court
On June 30th shortly after 9:00 PM a residential burglary occurred in the 7100 block of
Park Shores Court. During this burglary over $35,000 worth of unique and high value
property was stolen from the residence. The victim did not know who would have
burglarized their home and the case is still under investigation by the Investigative
Services Bureau.
MI18005441 – 4th Offense OWI Arrest – 7600 Block of Discovery Drive
On July 2nd at 11:42 PM, a Middleton police officer observed a vehicle perform an
illegal U-turn in the 7600 block of Discovery Drive. The officer also witnessed the vehicle
drift out of its traffic lane while the officer was traveling behind this vehicle. The driver
was later identified as Ryan G. Rogers, 45 years of age, from the City of Verona. While
the officer was in contact with Mr. Rogers, the officer noted a
strong odor of intoxicants coming from Mr. Rogers’ breath as well
as slurred speech. Following field sobriety tests, Mr. Rogers was
arrested for 4th offense operating a motor vehicle while
intoxicated, which is a felony. Mr. Rogers refused to provide a
sample of his blood so a search warrant was obtained. Mr. Rogers
was transported to the Dane County Jail for the felony OWI and
was also issued a citation for lane deviation and for making an
unlawful U-turn.
Assisting the City of Sun Prairie – July 10th
On July 10th, public safety responders in the City of Sun Prairie suffered the loss of one of
their own when Captain Cory Barr of the Sun Prairie
Fire Department was killed in the line of duty. Captain
Barr was assisting other fire and law enforcement
personnel in evacuating numerous residents located
in the area of a large gas leak. During this evacuation
a large explosion occurred which resulted in the
death of Captain Barr, as well as injuries to other first
responders.
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The Middleton Police Department assisted the Sun Prairie
Police Department in providing scene security around this
area for days after this incident.
The Middleton Police Department was honored to be
able to assist our partners during this time of need and
very tragic incident.
MI18005756 – 4th Offense OWI Arrest – 5100 Block of Torino Court
On July 13th at 2:21 AM, the Middleton Police Department investigated a hit and run
accident that had occurred in the 5100 block of Torino Court. Upon arrival, officers
discovered the suspect had struck two unoccupied parked vehicles in the parking lot
of the apartment complex, then fled the scene on foot. The
driver of the vehicle was located a short time later inside his
nearby apartment. He was identified as Joshua A. Knihtila, 38
years of age. Mr. Knihtila initially denied involvement in the
accident; however, his vehicle had fresh damage consistent
with the crash.
While in contact with Mr. Knihtila, officers noted a strong odor
of intoxicants coming from Mr. Knihtila’s breath and noticed
his speech was also slurred. Mr. Knihtila was placed under
arrest for 4th offense operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated (OWI) after he failed
field sobriety testing. Mr. Knihtila was transported to the Dane County Jail for the felony
4th offense OWI and was also issued a citation for hit and run.
August 20th Weather Event
On August 20, 2018 the City of Middleton received a significant amount of rainfall,
11.63 inches in a 24 hour period. During the time period between 3pm on the 20th to
3am on the 21st of August, the Police Department received 209 calls for service.
Additionally, the Police Department also handled a large number of calls for service
initiated by officers as they attempted to navigate the city and assist citizens stranded
in their vehicles, as well as in various businesses.
The Middleton Police Department Communication Center received a record number
of phone calls during this storm and dispatchers spent hours answering and addressing
non-stop 911 and non-emergency phone calls. Between 3pm and 3am the dispatch
center handled 417 phone calls which far exceeded a typical day in the
Communication Center.
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This significant weather event was a great testament of the preparation of the local
public safety agencies within the City of Middleton. The efforts of all of the EMS, Fire
and Police Department personnel involved in this event, one that some have
described as a flood of only every 500-1,000 years, should be commended as no lives
were lost and each agency performed flawlessly.
MI18007163 – 4th Offense OWI Arrest – 1900 Block of Pleasant View Road
On August 26th at 1:52 AM, a Middleton police officer observed a vehicle in the parking
lot of a closed business located in the 1900 block of Pleasant View Road. The officer
made contact with the vehicle operator, identified as Marc Schiel,
41 years old from the City of Middleton, after observing what was
believed to be suspicious activity. While in contact with Mr. Schiel,
the officer noted an odor of intoxicants and when asked, Mr. Schiel
admitted to consuming alcoholic beverages. During the course of
this investigation Mr. Schiel was found to have three prior convictions
for OWI. As a result of those priors, he is prohibited from operating a
vehicle with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) greater than 0.02.
During this incident Mr. Schiel provided an evidentiary chemical test
of his breath which was found to be 0.07.
Mr. Schiel was transported to the Dane County Jail where he was booked into the jail
on the tentative charge of 4th offense operating a motor vehicle with a prohibited
alcohol concentration, which is a felony in the State of Wisconsin.
MI18007411 – 4th Offense OWI Arrest – 6700 Block of Elmwood Avenue
On September 3rd at 1:49 AM, an officer with the Middleton Police Department
conducted a traffic stop of a vehicle after learning from DOT records that the
registered owner’s driving status was suspended. The officer
made contact with the driver, who was identified as Jeffrey D.
Miller, age 34, of Madison. The officer noted an odor of
intoxicants coming from Mr. Miller’s person, as well as other signs
of impairment by alcohol. Mr. Miller was asked to perform field
sobriety tests during the course of this investigation; however, Mr.
Miller refused. Mr. Miller was arrested for 4th offense operating a
motor vehicle while intoxicated. Mr. Miller was booked into the
Dane County Jail for the felony 4th offense OWI and was also
ticketed for operating after the suspension of his driver’s license.
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MI18007820 – 4th Offense OWI Arrest – 7600 Block of University Avenue
On Sunday, September 16th at 12:50 AM, an officer with the Middleton Police
Department conducted a traffic stop of a vehicle after learning that the sole
registered owner did not possess a valid driver’s license. The driver
was identified as Orville L. Townsend, age 31 of the City of Fitchburg.
The officer noted an odor of intoxicants coming from Mr.
Townsend’s person and Mr. Townsend admitted to consuming
alcoholic beverages. After completing field sobriety testing, Mr.
Townsend was arrested for 4th offense operating a motor vehicle
while intoxicated. Mr. Townsend later provided an evidentiary
chemical test of his breath, which was found to be 0.19, more than
twice the legal limit in the State of Wisconsin.
Mr. Townsend was transported to the Dane County Jail where he
was booked on the tentative charge of 4th offense OWI. Mr. Townsend was also
ticketed for operating after the revocation of his driver’s license.
MI18007916 – Active Shooter Incident – 1800 Block of Deming Way
On September 19th at approximately 10:25 AM, 43 year old
Anthony Tong, an employee of WTS Paradigm suddenly
opened fire on his co-workers inside of the business. After
wounding numerous co-workers, Mr. Tong was confronted
by responding Middleton police officers and responding
Dane County Deputies. After attempting to negotiate Mr.
Tong’s surrender for close to one minute, two Middleton
police officers and two Dane County Deputies fired their
weapons which immediately neutralized Mr. Tong. Lifesaving efforts where attempted on Mr. Tong but he
succumbed to his injuries at a local hospital.
Based on the complexity of the investigation and the use of deadly force by members
of the Middleton Police Department, the investigation was handled by the Wisconsin
Department of Criminal Investigation. Both Middleton officers were placed on
administrative leave, which is standard procedure when deadly force is used. All
department members were offered professional help to deal with this very tragic and
traumatizing event. All members of the Police Department involved in this incident
should be commended for their actions and fast response to the active shooter
incident. Within minutes of receiving the first 911 call related to the incident, the first
Middleton police officer had arrived on scene and shortly thereafter, three Middleton
police officers entered the WTS Paradigm business and located Mr. Tong who was still
inside of the business and armed.
33

MI18008563 – 4th Offense OWI Arrest – 1000 Block of N. Gammon Road
On October 10th at 1:03 AM, an officer with the Middleton Police Department
attempted to make contact with a driver in the 1000 block of N Gammon Road after
learning from Wisconsin DOT records that the vehicle owner had a revoked driver’s
license. Before the officer could take any type of enforcement action the suspect was
able to quickly park his vehicle and walked away from the area on foot. The driver
was not immediately located after fleeing the area on foot. At 2:43 AM, the same
officer observed an individual return to the earlier parked vehicle but this time
operating a different vehicle. The officer initiated contact and identified the driver as
Derrick D. Sykes, age 36 from the City of Madison. The officer noted an odor of
intoxicants coming from Mr. Sykes’ person and upon being
asked Mr. Sykes admitted to consuming alcoholic
beverages. After completing field sobriety tests, Mr. Sykes was
arrested for 4th offense operating a motor vehicle while
intoxicated, which in the State of Wisconsin is a felony. Mr.
Sykes later provided an evidentiary chemical test of his breath
which was found to be 0.13.
Mr. Sykes was transported to the Dane County Jail where he
was booked on the tentative charge of 4th offense OWI. Mr.
Sykes was also ticketed for operating after the revocation of
his driver’s license and failure to have an interlock ignition device installed in his
vehicle.
MI18008634 – 4th Offense OWI Arrest – 5200 Block of Century Avenue
On October 12th at 1:08 AM, a Middleton police officer
observed a vehicle traveling at a high rate of speed in the
5200 block of Century Avenue. The officer also noticed that
the vehicle nearly struck a curb and was driving down the
center of the two eastbound lanes. A traffic stop was
initiated and the driver was identified as Joshua A. Knihtila,
age 38, of Middleton. Officers noted a strong odor of
intoxicants coming from Mr. Knihtila’s breath and also
noticed his speech was slurred. Mr. Knihtila initially refused to
exit his vehicle and was uncooperative with the Middleton
officers who were in contact with him.
After the completion of field sobriety testing, Mr. Knihtila was arrested for 4th offense
operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated. Mr. Knihtila submitted to an evidentiary
chemical test of his breath which registered 0.18 – more than twice the legal limit in the
State of Wisconsin.
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Mr. Knihtila was booked into the Dane County Jail for the felony OWI, felony bail
jumping and resisting or obstructing an officer. Mr. Knihtila was also ticketed for
operating a motor vehicle with a suspended driver’s license and lane deviation.
MI18008732 – Robbery – 6700 Block of Century Avenue
On October 15th at 6:39 AM, Middleton police officers were dispatched to the ATM
located at UW Credit Union for an armed robbery that just occurred. The victim, an
ATM technician with Thillens Cagistics, was completing a routine pick up at the UW
Credit Union when he was approached by two suspects who demanded the
technician open the ATM.
The two suspects, who were described as black males, fled on foot after receiving an
undisclosed amount of money from the ATM.
This is an ongoing investigation and it is believed this robbery is related to a similar
robbery which occurred in the City of Madison on September 11 th involving another
ATM technician.
MI18009365 – Robbery – 2400 Block of Allen Boulevard
On November 4th at approximately 7:29 PM, Middleton officers responded to an armed
robbery which had just occurred at Neil’s Liquor store, 2415 Allen Blvd.
The suspect entered the store and displayed a dark grey and black handgun and
demanded money from an employee. The suspect was described as a black male in
his early 30’s, approximately 5’11, with a medium build. The suspect was wearing an all
-black hooded sweatshirt, black colored shoes, light colored jeans or sweatpants, and
a black ski mask. The suspect was able to run from the store with an undisclosed
amount of money.
Based on excellent work by a Middleton detective, 33 year old
Jeremiah D. Edwards was identified as the suspect in the
robbery. It was determined that Mr. Edwards was also involved
in other robberies throughout the Dane County area. There
are currently active felony warrants for Mr. Edwards and it is
believed that Mr. Edwards fled the immediate area after
realizing that he was the suspect in all of these previous
incidents.
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MI18009517 – 4th Offense OWI Arrest – 3300 Block of Parmenter Street
On November 9th at approximately 8:14 PM, a Middleton police officer conducted a
traffic stop on a vehicle that had two defective brake lights and was weaving back
and forth within its traffic lane in the 3300 block of Parmenter
St. The driver was identified as Daniel Bakken, 51 years of
age from the City of Middleton. Upon making contact with
Mr. Bakken, the officer noted slurred speech, red glassy eyes
and a strong odor of intoxicants. Mr. Bakken admitted to
consuming alcoholic beverages.
Mr. Bakken was put through field sobriety testing and
subsequently arrested for 4th offense operating a motor
vehicle while intoxicated. Mr. Bakken refused to provide a
breath sample so a warrant was obtained for an evidentiary sample of his blood. Mr.
Bakken was transported to the Dane County Jail where he was booked on the
tentative charge of 4th offense OWI.
MI18009710 – Swatting Call – 6300 Block of Pheasant Lane
On November 17th at 8:48 PM, the Middleton Police Department responded to a report
of a hostage situation at an apartment complex in the 6300 block of Pheasant
Lane. The cell phone caller reported to a 911 dispatcher that he was being held
hostage in the basement at an apartment complex and that the suspect was armed
with a gun. The caller disconnected from the dispatcher before further information
could be gathered.
This call generated a substantial police response from both the Middleton Police
Department and Dane County Sheriff’s Department. Officers immediately began
checking the property and a systematic search was done of the apartment complex
including basement areas. Officers found no indications of a problem.
After arriving on scene, responding officers observed two male juveniles, who they
recognized from past contacts, leaving the area on foot. Once officers found no
evidence of a problem at the scene and also discovered inconsistencies after a
review of the original 911 call, the two juveniles, ages 12 and 13, were contacted at
their residences. Both juveniles admitted to their involvement in placing the false 911
call claiming they were being held hostage. One said the call was made as a prank.
Charges were forwarded to the Dane County District Attorney’s Office for both
juveniles based on the seriousness of this incident.
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MI18010193 – Felony Eluding – 2100 Block of Allen Boulevard
On December 4th at approximately 6:12 PM, a Middleton
police officer attempted a traffic stop on a white Dodge
Neon, in the 2100 block of Allen Boulevard for failing to obey
a traffic sign. The vehicle failed to stop for the officer
attempting to initiate the traffic stop, and ended up eluding
the officer. A few minutes later Ricky Warren, 27, of Madison,
called 911 to report that his vehicle, the one that eluded the
officer, was just stolen from the 6500 Block of University
Avenue. Mr. Warren advised the vehicle was stolen by three
masked men that displayed handguns and pulled him from
the vehicle.
Officers arrived in the 6500 Block of University Ave and found evidence to negate Mr.
Warren’s story that his vehicle was stolen. After further investigation and witness
statements, it was determined that Mr. Warren himself was driving the Dodge Neon
when it failed to stop for the stop sign. Mr. Warren then attempted to elude the officer
trying to stop him and called 911 while still driving the Dodge Neon to report it as
stolen.
Mr. Warren was ultimately taken to the Dane County Jail and booked for eluding a
police officer, a felony, and obstructing an officer.
MI18010591 – Attempted Robbery – 8300 Block of Murphy Drive
On December 17th at approximately 7:13 PM, Middleton officers responded to an
attempted armed robbery at the Arby’s business located at 8321 Murphy Dr.
The suspect entered the store, jumped over the counter and displayed a black
handgun. The suspect was described as a light-skinned black male, around 20 years
of age, 5’4” tall and skinny. The suspect left the store on foot after failing to obtain any
money from the business.
This incident is still under investigation by the Investigative Services Bureau.
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Field Training
Sergeant Jeremy Geiszler
The Middleton Police Department field training team has eight field
training officers (FTOs) and is supervised by Sergeant Jeremy Geiszler
and overseen by Operations Captain Troy Hellenbrand. The FTOs are
selected based on their ability to perform their duties effectively as well
as a capability to impart that knowledge on the new officers. This is
one of the most important collateral duties in any police department.
The field training and evaluation program is a supplement to the
academic and skill requirements of the basic law enforcement recruit training
academy. The program incorporates a comprehensive curriculum comprised of
Department policy and procedure for handling both high and low frequency tasks and
assignments.
The field training and evaluation process consist of five distinct training steps. Each
step involves time spent on different tasks which get progressively more difficult and
require more involvement from the trainee. This process ensures exposure to the many
skills required of Middleton Police Officers. Training steps one, two, and three are a
minimum of 24 duty days each and generally involve experience on each of the three
patrol shifts. This rotation of shifts gives the new officers a broad exposure to policing in
the City of Middleton.
Training step four consists of 18 work days and involves the FTO working as a “shadow.”
This means the FTO is simply observing the new officer doing all the work. Upon
successful completion of field training the officer is passed into step five where he or
she will begin solo patrol. These officers remain on a probationary status for a total of
18 months where they will continue to be evaluated monthly.
The field training program is designed to provide a valid, job-related evaluation of the
probationary officer’s performance. Professionally trained FTOs evaluate and report on
probationary officers’ performance daily in a standardized and systematic manner.
The program’s appraisal system is also a measure of the effectiveness of the
Department's selection and training processes.
The 2018 field training team was made up of Officers Jill Tutaj, Kim Wood, Kathleen
Riffenburg, Jesse Sellek, Cesar Salinas, Steve Ziegler, Tyler Loether, and Howard Statz.
The team stayed busy in 2018 training four new officers throughout the year. Officers
Gerald Kapinos and Timothy Francis started training in January, Officer Mark Anderson
in June, and Officer Slobodan Rozic in late July. All four of these officers successfully
completed field training and are currently on solo patrol for the remainder of their
probationary periods.
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In late 2018 the field training team also recruited additional FTOs. After a thorough
selection process involving an internal performance review as well as a review by the
current field training team, two new FTOs were selected. Officers Tom Wilson and
David Schultz are the next FTOs and will be attending a 40-hour training class in the
spring of 2019. With anticipated hiring in 2019, these officers will be a welcome
addition to the team.
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Neighborhood Officers
Sergeant Michael Wood
The Middleton Police Depart, as part of our community policing
philosophy, has maintained a Neighborhood Officer Program for over
sixteen years. Such a program allows the Police Department to
maintain a strong partnership with the community by working together
to identity and quickly solve problems.
The Middleton Police Department’s Neighborhood Officer Program
divides the city into 12 neighborhoods, with an officer assigned to each area. Those
officers are responsible for monitoring their individual neighborhoods, which includes
getting to know the residents and stakeholders. When a problem is identified, a
neighborhood project is created and the assigned neighborhood officer directs
resources to solve it as quickly as possible. Such measures may include extra patrols,
meeting with affected residence, or partnering with other city departments who may
be of assistance.
In 2018, officers from the Middleton Police Department were assigned to eleven
neighborhood projects. Once again, a majority of these projects dealt with properties
that had a high number of calls for service, and traffic concerns. For the projects
dealing with properties having a high number of calls for service, officers were able to
meet with the individuals involved and/or the property owner to alleviate the issues.
For projects dealing with traffic complaints, officers were able to monitor the areas of
concern and, when applicable, work with the city to recommend changes. In one
successful project, the neighborhood officer worked with the city and public works to
alleviate parking issues that were creating unsafe conditions near an intersection.
After signage was changed and curbs were painted by Public Works, the officers
provided extra patrols of the area to bring those parking in the area into compliance
and to make it safer for vehicles and pedestrians alike.
In 2018, the Middleton Police Department continued the practice of assigning officers
working 3rd shift to bars rather than neighborhoods. This allowed officers to stay on top
of tavern-relates issues and quickly
resolve problems before they become
serious. It also provided a primary
contact officer who is familiar with the
business if ongoing problems arise.
Cu rr en t n ei gh b or h o od o f fi c er
assignments are made available on
our website (www.MiddletonPD.com)
so that residents can easily locate
and contact their neighborhood
officer if they have any questions or
concerns.
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Crisis Intervention Team
Sergeant Michael Wood
Included with the Neighborhood Officer Program is our Crisis
Intervention Team (CIT).
The CIT program is designed to more
effectively address the needs of those that struggle with mental health
issues in our community, and to bridge the gap between law
enforcement and the mental health system. This program has resulted
in a smarter police response to mental illness, more effectively
connecting individuals to services to get them the help they need, and
in some cases diverting them from the criminal justice system.
The Middleton Police Department added four officers to the Critical Intervention Team
in 2018, increasing the number of trained officers to fifteen. Due to the success of the
program, three more officers are scheduled to attend training this year. It is the goal of
the Middleton Police Department to have all patrol officers receive crisis intervention
training. Assigned officers have received specialized training in areas of de-escalation,
collaboration with local mental health providers, and creating follow-up plans. Our CIT
officers are assigned to assist individuals in our community who are in serious need of
mental health services, are displaying signs of mental instability and are potentially
unsafe, or those who are generating an inordinate amount of police calls for service.
In 2018, Middleton CIT officers were assigned to fourteen cases and were able to assist
by providing guidance and information to those in need. Officers worked with
individuals, as well as family members, to navigate the mental health system. Most
issues involved officers checking in with individuals going through a difficult period in
their life, while other cases called for an officer to work extensively with the individual
and/or families to get them the help they needed.

41

Traffic Safety
Sergeant Jessica Quamme
Traffic safety continues to be one of the top concerns for citizens in the
City of Middleton. As such, the Middleton Police Department devotes
considerable time and effort into the areas of traffic enforcement and
traffic safety. Our officers strive to provide a safe community for
residents, motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians. The department applies
for traffic enforcement grants in order to place more officers on the
road and to obtain additional traffic safety equipment. Officers are
also sent to traffic related training seminars as part of their ongoing training to enhance
their abilities and knowledge in this important area.
In 2018, our Department was part of a county-wide seatbelt enforcement grant to
enforce seatbelt violations. Our Department received $19,500 in federal funds to
place more officers on the road and enforce the mandatory seatbelt law. Other
police agencies participating included Town of Madison, Deforest, McFarland,
Monona, Fitchburg, Oregon, Stoughton, Verona, Blue Mounds, Belleville, Brooklyn,
Cottage Grove, Marshall, Shorewood Hills and Waunakee. During this grant period, we
adopted a zero tolerance policy for unrestrained drivers and occupants during all
motor vehicle stops. The Seatbelt Grant provided 289 extra hours of enforcement
focusing on seatbelt compliance. Our Seatbelt Grant ran from October 2017 to
September 2018. Officers working the grant made 633 additional enforcement stops,
issuing 408 citations; 155 of those citations for seatbelt violations. Officers working the
grant also issued 284 traffic warnings.
Our Department also participated in the Special Enforcement Periods of “Drive Sober,”
“Click it or Ticket,” and “Booze and Belts.” As a result of participating in those
enforcement programs, Middleton Police Department was entered in a drawing at the
Wisconsin Governor’s Conference on Highway Safety. Our Department was fortunate
enough to win a $4,000 equipment grant from the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation (DOT) and the Bureau of Traffic Safety (BOTS). The funds were used to
purchase two new Body Worn Cameras along with a new docking station for the
BWC’s. Our Department also received an equipment award from DOT and BOTS for
ten LED Traffic Batons and two sets of Turbo Flares.
Road injuries are the leading cause of preventable deaths and injuries to children in
the United States. Correctly used child safety seats can reduce the risk of death by as
much as 71%. Our department is fortunate to have three officers qualified as Child
Passenger Safety Technicians with Officer Jill Tutaj, Officer Julie Carbon and Officer Kim
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Wood being certified. Officer Tutaj, Officer Wood and Officer Carbon checked and
installed 51 car seats this year to make sure infants and young children were safely
fastened. Officer Tutaj, Officer Wood and Officer Carbon have to be re-certified every
year in order to continue to check and install car seats. Find out more about the Child
Passenger Safety
Inspection
program
at
http://www.middletonpd.com/
child_passenger_safety.htm
Middleton Police Department is also fortunate to have a Motorcycle Officer, Jesse
Sellek. Officer Sellek underwent a rigorous training regimen prior to being allowed to
operate the department motorcycle. Officer Sellek also partakes in a yearly in-service
training in order to continue to increase his skill levels and to maintain certification.
Officer Sellek participated as the motorcycle officer in our Department’s National Night
Out, as well as Waunakee Police Department’s National Night Out. Officer Sellek
performed escort duty for the Safe Harbor Charity Ride. Officer Sellek led the Good
Neighbor Festival Parade down University Avenue and led three kiddie parades on July
4th. Officer Sellek was able to ride the motorcycle for 38 hours of traffic enforcement
this year. Officer Sellek made 36 traffic enforcement actions, issuing 18 citations and
17 warnings. Officer Sellek also continues to be a member of the Wisconsin Motorcycle
Safety Advisory Council (MoSAC) to help promote safe riding environments for
motorcycles.
The use of heroin and other drug abuse is still on the rise in Dane County. One of the
results of that increase is an increase in the number of drugged drivers and accidents
caused by them. Our Department is fortunate to have a certified Drug Recognition
Expert (DRE) in Sergeant Jessica Quamme. Sergeant Quamme’s expertise is needed in
order to identify the category of drug or drugs the driver may be under the influence
of. There are seven categories of drugs that Sergeant Quamme can determine:
Central Nervous System Depressants, Central Nervous System Stimulants, Hallucinogens,
Dissociative Anesthetics, Narcotic Analgesics, Inhalants and Cannabis. Sergeant
Quamme can also ascertain whether impairment may be medically related rather
than drug related so that the driver can get the medical assistance he/she may need.
The DRE program is funded by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation Bureau of
Traffic Safety and the National Highway Traffic Safety Association. Sergeant Quamme
has been certified as a DRE since 2010 and conducted four DRE evaluations during
OWI arrests in 2018.
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Our Department also has seven officers who are trained in Advanced Roadside
Impaired Driving Enforcement (ARIDE) and plans to have more officers attend this
training. These officers are better equipped to pick up on key indicators that someone
is impaired by something other than alcohol. Sergeant Quamme hosted an ARIDE
course at the Department this year and trained 16 officers from around the state.
Officer Tutaj, Officer Wood and Community Services Manager Mark Walther attended
the 44th Wisconsin Governor’s Conference on Highway Safety in August. They were
updated on all the latest traffic law changes and other traffic safety related issues.
Sergeant Quamme and Officer Sellek attended the Wisconsin Traffic Safety Officers’
Association (WTSOA) Annual Training Conference in February. The WTSOA was
created in the mid 1980’s through a collaborative partnership with the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation, Bureau of Transportation Safety (BOTS), AAA of
Wisconsin, and a founding group of traffic safety professionals to promote traffic safety,
enforcement, education and investigation throughout the State of Wisconsin.
Sergeant Quamme attended the quarterly meetings of the Dane County Traffic Safety
Commission. The Traffic Safety Commission discusses various aspects of traffic safety
and includes representatives from other police agencies in Dane County, County
Highway division employees, Judges, District Attorneys, Department of Transportation
employees, Bureau of Traffic Safety, Safe Communities and private safety
organizations. The Traffic Safety Commission’s goal is to make Dane County roadways
safe for vehicles, motorcycles, bicycles and pedestrians.
Officers performed traffic safety functions such as traffic direction and control at
numerous events around the city during the year. These ranged from the Good
Neighbor Festival parades, Haunted Hustle, Tri 4 Kids Run, Gilda’s Club Run, New Year’s
Day Dash, the Middleton High School Homecoming Parade and neighborhood
children’s Halloween parades. Officers provided traffic control and public relations
activities for three neighborhood parades on July 4th in the Stonefield, Middleton Hills
and Northlake neighborhoods.
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We received numerous complaints via the online Traffic Complaint form again this
year. Each of these complaints were examined and the necessary follow-up was
completed to address each concern. Most of the complaints the Department
received this year were speeding complaints. The Department has the option of either
deploying the Speed Awareness Trailer or placing Speed Data Collection Boxes. The
Speed Awareness Trailer was deployed around the city on numerous occasions this
year. The Speed Awareness Trailer gathers data on speeds and notifies drivers of their
speed in an educational effort to reduce speeding. The Speed Data Collection Boxes
are devices that are placed where we have received a speeding complaint. The
Speed Data Collection Boxes collect data for one week on speeds in a specific area.
The boxes provide the Department with data to help determine whether or not
speeding is a concern in a given area prior to enlisting limited resources to enforce the
speed limit.
There were 599 reportable accidents in 2018, compared to 591 in 2017, a 1.35%
increase.
The majority of accidents occurred on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays this year. The highest number of accidents occurred between 4:00pm6:00pm on those days.
In total, Officers conducted 4,798 traffic stops issuing 2,440 traffic citations and 3,378
warnings in 2018. This included 181 Operating While Intoxicated arrests, eight of which
were for Operating with a Detectable Amount of Restricted Controlled Substances,
two violations of Absolute Sobriety and 23 citations for Transporting Open Intoxicants in
a Motor Vehicle.
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School Resource Officers
Officer Tyler Loether, Middleton High School
In 2018, I began my second year as the School Resource Officer (SRO)
for Middleton High School (MHS) and Clark Street Community School.
With over 2,000 enrolled students, MHS is always a bustling environment.
I enjoy the day-to-day interactions with our students.
These
relationships build trust between students and law enforcement, which
undoubtedly improves the quality of life we enjoy in the Middleton
area.
In addition to providing a presence and building positive relationships with our
students, I took part in several other roles in activities this past year. I was able to
present to all freshman health classes on Drug and Alcohol abuse. By focusing on the
trends we see in our community and our school, I believe this is a powerful way to
educate students on the safety concerns and consequences drug users encounter. I
also was a speaker and participated in Q&A sessions for Law & Justice classes and
Fitness for Life classes, which focused on self-defense and situational awareness. I was
also able to attend and provide security for several other high school events including
dances, boys and girls basketball, hockey, and football games.
On September 19, 2018, an active shooter incident unfolded at WTS Paradigm in the
City of Middleton. I responded along with numerous law enforcement officers from
throughout the area. This incident affected area schools including MHS for several
hours. I am proud of the way MHS students and staff responded to this critical situation.
Staff quickly secured the building and adapted as needed to ensure MHS students
were safe. Students were patient and remained calm despite the unnerving news of
the incident. In 2019, I hope to continue to work with MHS staff to educate and
practice our lockdown and active threat protocols to ensure we are always prepared.
Due to the WTS Paradigm incident, I was on administrative leave for the majority of the
fall semester. Officer Cesar Salinas graciously stepped into the MHS SRO role on short
notice. Officer Salinas had previously been the SRO at Kromrey Middle School. Officer
Salinas did a great job during his time at MHS, emphasizing his interactions and
relationships with students. I did return to MHS in January of 2019, and I could
immediately tell Officer Salinas had a positive impact on the MHS student body. Thank
you Officer Salinas!
Officer Salinas and I handled a wide variety of calls for service at MHS in 2018. We are
fortunate to enjoy a close working relationship with school administration to work
through student behavior issues. While our focus as SROs is not on making arrests or
issuing citations, in certain situations consequences are necessary. In 2018, SROs
responded to 357 calls for service at MHS and Clark St Community School. Oddly
enough, this was the exact same number of calls between the schools in 2017! MHS
SROs issued 42 municipal citations and referred 9 criminal arrests as a result of those
incidents.
I am looking forward to 2019 and have happily returned to my role of MHS SRO.
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School Resource Officers
Officer Julie Carbon, Kromrey Middle School
As I close my first semester as a School Resource Officer for Kromrey
Middle School, I can’t help but think where the time went! I started my
new role as SRO, training with Officer Salinas for a month in May 2018
and I seamlessly transitioned onto my own in September 2018. Many
thanks to Officer Salinas for all his hard work over the last three school
years!
Prior to my new assignment as SRO, I worked as a patrol officer for the City of
Middleton since 2009, primarily working the 11am-7pm shift. I am also a Certified
Safety Seat Technician, Certified Evidence Technician, part of the Crisis Intervention
Team and Peer Support Team.
Between September 2018 and December 2018 I have handled 69 calls for service
exclusively at Kromrey Middle School. Those calls resulted in five citations being issued
for daytime loitering, theft and dangerous weapon on school grounds.
Besides handling calls for service at the school, one of my primary roles is to build
positive relationships with staff, students and parents. In September, I started teaching
the G.R.E.A.T. program to all of the sixth grade students. G.R.E.A.T. stands for Gang
Resistance Education and Training and is a school-based, law enforcement officer
instructed classroom curriculum. With prevention as its primary objective, the program
is intended as an immunization against delinquency, youth violence and gang
membership. The goal of the G.R.E.A.T. program is to help youth develop positive life
skills that will help them avoid gang involvement and violent behavior. G.R.E.A.T. uses a
community-wide approach to combat the risk factors associated with youth
involvement in gang related behaviors. The lessons included in each curriculum are
interactive and designed to allow students to practice positive behaviors that will
remain with them during the remainder of their development years.
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Community Awareness Programs
Officer Kim Wood
The Middleton Community Police Partnership, MiCoPP,
is a local Non-Profit organization that is compiled of
Middleton citizens, business owners and employees, as
well as one member of the Middleton Police
Department; the Community Awareness Officer. The
main goals of this organization are to not only form
community partnerships to lessen the burdens of government through
volunteer activities, but also to combat community deterioration
through community awareness programs, events and activities.
It is through this organization that the programs described below are supported and
able to continue each and every year. We hope that you have been able to attend
and participate in some of these wonderful programs, and look forward to seeing you
all this year!
Polar Plunge
In February, Middleton Police worked at the Polar Plunge in
Madison, an event that supports Special Olympics Wisconsin
(SOWI). The Polar Plunge winter fundraiser is a unique
opportunity for brave Wisconsinites to be “Freezin’ for a
Reason”! Plungers consisted of individuals and teams of
students, law enforcement officers, business professionals,
and families.
Citizens Academy
In the Spring of 2018, the Middleton Police Department hosted its annual Citizens’
Academy. The purpose of the Citizens’ Academy is to familiarize members of our
community with the Middleton Police
Department and what l aw
enforcement does. Students receive
tr a i n i n g o n to p i c s s u c h a s
Investigations, Defensive and Arrest
Tactics, Emergency Vehicle
Operations, Firearms, Drug
Enforcement, Active Shooter training
and other basic police procedures.
Highlights among our students
include driving squad cars on the
race track and Firearms.
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Department tours and Show and Tell
Middleton Police provided tours for several
groups throughout the year, as well as went to
local preschools to provide Q & A’s and tours our
squad car. McGruff the Crime Dog even made
an appearance at Little Red Preschool!
Battle of the Badges Softball Game
In August, the Middleton Police Department
played against the Middleton Fire Department in
our 7th annual Battle of the Badges charity softball game and 5K fun run. Emergency
responders honored Rylee Payne, raising more than $17,500 for her family.

National Night Out
The Middleton Police Department partnered
with Springs Window Fashions, members of
Middleton Fire Company #1 and Middleton
EMS to host our annual National Night Out at
Lakeview Park. More than 1,300 citizens were
in attendance and enjoyed dinner, prizes,
games, and contact with local law
enforcement and first responders, as well as
many wonderful local organizations who
provide safety information for families. It is a
wonderful opportunity for law enforcement
and the community to have positive
interactions and for families to have a safe place to go for an evening of fun.
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Family Safety Day
In September, Middleton Police, Middleton EMS, the Middleton
Fire Department, along with West bend Mutual Insurance
sponsored our annual Family Safety Day at the Middleton Fire
and EMS Stations. Families were able to learn great child safety
tips from local businesses and were able to climb on board the
ambulances, fire trucks and police car.
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Downtown Halloween Trick or Treating
Middleton officers withstood the cold temperatures and handed out over 700 goodie
bags to children dressed in their Halloween best at Middleton’s downtown business
associations Annual Trick or Treating event. Each year this event is very popular with
the citizens and continues to grow every year. We thank the downtown Middleton
Business Association for including us each year with the ever so popular and fun event!
Coffee with a Cop
In 2018, the Middleton Police partnered with
Prairie Café and Common Ground to host our
Coffee with a Cop events. The goal of these
events is to allow citizens to have open
discussions with their local law enforcement
personnel in a setting that is a more laid back
and relaxed environment.
Each was a huge
success and we look forward to hosting even
more events in 2018.
Active Shooter Training
The year 2018 saw a tremendous increase in requests for
trainings for our local businesses and citizens on how to
respond to Active Shooter events. In addition to individual
trainings, Community Awareness Officer Wood partnered
with Dane County Deputy Josalyn Longley and Retired
Deputy Cindy Holmes to provide two free, public trainings at
the Middleton High School Performing Arts Center.
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Stuff the Squad
Middleton Police partnered with
Pick N Save and Middleton
Outreach Ministry (MOM) for our
second annual “Stuff the Squad”
event. Our goal was to reach the
weight of a squad car (4,000lbs) in
donated food items during the
weeklong event in June. We were
able to sell over 100 bags and raised
over $700 for our local Middleton
Outreach Ministry organization.
Cops and Bobbers
The department continues to connect with local youth
during our annual fishing event “Cops and Bobbers,”
partnering with the Optimist Club at Lakeview Park.
Close to 150 youth were outfitted with a new fishing pole
and were able to fish with their families and police
officers.
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Senior Center events
On Saturday, October 13th the Middleton Police Department partnered with the
Middleton Senior Center and Middleton Ford to help our senior
citizen residents prepare their
vehicles for Wisconsin's winter
weather.
We not only
partner with our Senior
Center for this event, but also
partner with the center to
provide opportunities to
dispose of their unused or
expired medications.

Shop with a Cop Fundraiser at Culver’s
On November 13th, the Middleton Police
Department partnered once again with Culver’s for
our annual Shop with a Cop fundraiser. Officers
delivered food to customers over the lunch and
dinner hours and in return, Culver’s donated a
portion of the sales of the day to the Community
Awareness Fund to support our Shop with a Cop
event. This year we raised over $700 in addition to a
number of monetary donations from customers!
In addition to our annual November event, we also
partnered with Culver’s Middleton to have a second Share
Day in honor of their anniversary. They were gracious to
select our non-profit MICOPP to be the recipient of their
share day and as a result raised over $1,400 in donations
for our non-profit organization. Thank you Culver’s of
Middleton for such an amazing, long-standing partnership!
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Shop with a Cop
Each December, Middleton Police Officers look forward to our annual Shop with a Cop
event. This year, eight officers donated their time to take eight deserving Middleton
children shopping for their families for the holiday season. This marked the 16 th annual
event, and along with several other Dane County agencies, over 80 area children
were able to shop for their families. This event is held at Target East and the VFW Post
1318 and is made possible by funds donated to the Community Awareness Fund and
to Shop with a Cop- Dane County. This program is one that builds strong relationships
and lifelong memories for not only the children who participate, but the officers as well.
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GREAT Graduation
School Resource Officer Cesar Salinas and Kromrey
Middle School hosted their annual 7th grade Gang
Resistance Education and Training Graduation party at E.G. Kromrey Middle School.
SRO Salinas brought four UW-Madison athletes as key speakers to talk about their
journeys to college and the importance of school and good choices. The children also
came up with questions to ask the athletes about topics such as balancing sports,
education and free time and how they prepare themselves for their games.

VIPS Volunteers in Police Service
The Middleton Police Department has over 40 active volunteers.
These volunteers assist the Middleton Police Department with
fundraising, special events, parades, Safe Assured ID and more.
Members of the VIPS also serve on the Middleton Community
Police Partnership (MICOPP) board, a non-profit organization that provides funding for
many of our community programs throughout the year.

Crime Prevention Notices
To help promote safety in the Middleton community, Middleton Police
will issue crime prevention notices to a residence or a business to inform
them of a crime risks. Officers will also do this for vehicles. Middleton
Police have a bright orange report card that will be placed on a vehicle
grading it on a pass/fail scale on whether the vehicle is locked and if
valuables are left in plain view.

Speed Watch
Volunteers in Police Service members are trained in the use of
portable radar units. VIPS monitor traffic at numerous locations in
the city, recording vehicle speeds.

Middleton Business Watch Partnership
The Middleton Business Watch has over 300 members. The
Middleton business watch is used to alert local businesses about
criminal activity which could potentially affect your business.
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Pedestrian Flag Crossings
The Middleton Police Department has partnered with Safe Communities
to provide orange pedestrian flags at dangerous crossings. These flags
are tools that pedestrians can use to signal motorists of their intention to
cross the street.

Crime Prevention Surveys
The Middleton Police Department takes requests for crime prevention surveys for
business and residents. A police officer will conduct a physical survey on request and
will make suggestions and provide a report on how to minimize criminal opportunity.

Safe Assured ID
The
Middleton
Police
Department has a digital
identification system that was
purchased with funds donated
from American Girl and Mattel Toy Store. This system can be
used for children, adults and seniors. Middleton Police will take
reservations for having kits made and these kits are free for
Middleton residents or MCPASD students. Families will receive a
full-color photo data card, a digital record of picture, video,
and audio all on a secure mini –cd, as well as a Parents' Guidebook with prevention
tips.

Other Events
The Middleton Police Department also donates certificates for Rides to School in a
Police Car to local schools and businesses as raffle prizes to local organizations. These
are always a favorite for citizens to bid on and so much fun for our officers to be able
to do as well. There is never a lack of smiles from the kids or the officers!
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We also spent an afternoon spreading joy at Lakeview Park on one of the warmest
days of the summer by giving away popsicles. They were a welcome treat to
youngsters and their families!

Little Free Library
Enjoy a book, leave a book or both at the Little Free Library in front of our station. The
Little Free Library was donated by Jackson Jones of Jackson’s Community Action Fund
this summer and was started with books donated by Reach A Child.
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Accreditation
Captain Steven Britt
The Middleton Police Department first became accredited under the
standards of the Wisconsin Law Enforcement Accreditation Group
(WILEAG) in 2014.
To become an accredited agency, or to maintain your accredited
status, a Police Department must review and update each of its
policies and operating procedures, making certain that they comply
with all 242 WILEAG standards, every three years. Agencies must also
collect annual “proofs” that document their compliance with each and every
standard and dimension.
Every third year a team of WILEAG evaluators conducts an onsite assessment of each
agency seeking accreditation. During these assessments, the evaluators examine both
the agencies policies and proofs, making certain that they comply with each of the
established standards. The on-site evaluations generally take three full days as they
also include facility inspections and public input hearings.
In January of 2017, the Middleton Police Department went through its second on site
assessment. The team of three independent evaluators found the Middleton Police
Department to be in full compliance with all relevant WILEAG standards. The assessors
went on to state that the Middleton Police Department’s accreditation electronic files
and proofs were some of the finest ever evaluated.
In these challenging times for law enforcement agencies around
the nation, the Middleton Police Department will continue to utilize
the WILEAG accreditation process to conduct ongoing selfevaluation in an attempt to maintain the highest quality standards
in our operations. In early 2020 the Middleton Police Department
will undergo its third WILEAG onsite assessment.
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Communication Center
Supervisor Wendy McKnight
The
Middleton
Police
Department operates a state
of the art Communication
Center, staffed around the
clock with skilled public safety
dispatchers.
These
dispatchers juggle a myriad of administrative
phone calls, greet citizens who walk into the
department lobby, and team up with
department staff on cases and ongoing
projects.
Most notably, they receive
emergency requests for assistance from landline and wireless phones as well as text to
911 – proudly and importantly serving as the first ‘first responders’ to nearly every
incident to which the department responds.
The Middleton Police Department Communication Center prides itself on staying
current with the changing technology and the expectations of the citizens we serve.
Much work was done this year to prepare for a new Next Gen 9-1-1 phone system to
be installed in 2019. This new system will serve the center’s current needs while also
being ready when next generation technology combines with 9-1-1 services in the
State of Wisconsin.
In 2018, the Communication Center answered a total of 33,236 calls. The following
charts illustrate the types and volume of calls received by the center.

2018 Communication Center Phone Stats
Total Calls Answered
Incoming Non-emergency
Incoming 911 & Wireless 911
Incoming from Dane County
All outgoing calls

Busiest Days
Busiest Hour of the Day
Slowest Hour of the Day
Busiest Day of the Week

33,236
23,221
3,338
877
5,800
Aug 21
Sept 19

561 calls (flood)
505 calls (active shooter)
11:00 AM
4:00 AM
Wednesday
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Just as a major incident can tax the resources of
Police, Fire and EMS response personnel, so too can
these events have dramatic impacts on our
Communications Center. 2018 saw two of these
significant events with the August flood and
September active shooter incidents. The chart
below illustrates the top ten busiest single hours of
service based upon incoming telephone calls to the
Communication Center for the previous decade.

Top Ten Busiest Hours 2012-present
Date

Hour

# of Phone calls

Causal Event

9/19/2018
9/19/2018
8/21/2018
9/19/2018
8/21/2018
2015
2016
8/22/2018
9/19/2018
2014

1100-1200
1000-1100
2100-2200
1200-1300
2200-2300

120
98
85
79
75
58
54
52
51
49

WTS Paradigm Active Shooter Incident
WTS Paradigm Active Shooter Incident
Significant Flooding Event
WTS Paradigm Active Shooter Incident
Significant Flooding Event
Denali Fireworks
Significant local rain w/ flooding
Significant Flooding Event
WTS Paradigm Active Shooter Incident
City wide power outage at rush hour

0800-0900
1300-1400

The major incidents of 2018 made for some very busy hours and days in the
communication center – buzzing activity at workstations that lasted well after the
responders cleared from each of the scenes. What remains is an important reminder
of who Middleton Police Department dispatchers are and what they give. Driving in
during terrible weather to help without regard
to scheduled shifts, catching a few hours of
sleep in a dark office knowing they’ll be
needed in a few hours, staying long hours
simply because it’s the right thing to do. They
face the chaos by sending the best cavalry
they know – even when the chaos is scary, the
cavalry is made up their friends, and the next
opportunity to take a breath is a long ways off.
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Department Statistics
Captain Steven Britt
The statistical analysis of Crime and overall Police activity in the City of
Middleton saw only marginal variations in 2018. The number of calls for
Police services continues to rise at an annual rate of just under five
percent. Crime in all but two reporting categories remained within
statistical norms. The two anomalies in the statistical analysis of criminal
activity in the City of Middleton occurred in the areas of Simple Assaults
and Residential Burglaries.
When examining crime statistics, the data is generally broken down into two distinct
categories. These general categories are Crimes against Persons and Property Crimes.
Each of general categories is then broken into more specific crime classification titles
that are generally self-explanatory. The following charts provide a basic illustration of
the Uniform Crime Reporting statistics for; Crimes against Persons, Property Crimes and
Calls for Service over the previous five years.
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The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s, Uniform Crime Reporting system defines Simple
Assaults as “the attack by one person upon another, for the purpose of inflicting pain
or injury.” This crime report category does not include assaults with weapons, sexual
assaults or aggravated assaults (which are assaults causing serious injury). Over the
previous five years, the City of Middleton averaged 22 simple assaults annually. In
2018, this number rose significantly to peak at 36. These incidents can be broken down
into the following categories:
 Domestic Abuse
22
 Fights between Adults
7
 Fights between Children
5
 Parent abusing Child
1
 Child abusing Parent
1
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In examining the Property Crime trends over the previous five years, we find that
incidents of auto theft and residential burglary are on the rise once again. Law
enforcement agencies throughout Dane County have seen a significant rise in these
two property crime categories as one group of juveniles continues to wreak havoc on
the area. These increases began approximately one year ago and law enforcement
agencies around the county continue to struggle with bringing these prolific young
criminals to justice. Law enforcement agencies have reached out to the families,
community centers and churches of these youths in an attempt to try and bring a
collective focus to addressing their criminal behavior.
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Thefts are the most frequently crime committed and as such we break this category
down into sub-groups to try and further search for patterns or specific areas of
concern. The above chart looks at the various sub-groups of theft.
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These two final “heat charts” illustrate the highest volume of citizen calls for police service
and 911 emergency calls for service. These call for service charts clearly illustrate the
significant impact a single new large retail business or apartment complex can have on
this department and the criminal activities within our city.

Top Locations of Citizen Generated Calls for Service in 2018
Meadow Ridge Apartments

7625 Lisa Lane

107 calls

Middleton High School

2100 Bristol Street

107 calls

Costco

2150 Deming Way

85 calls

Marriott West & Convention Center

1313 John Q. Hammons

66 calls

Middleton Village Nursing Home

6201 Elmwood Avenue

63 calls

Kwik Trip

7508 Century Avenue

57 calls

Greenway Station Shopping Mall

1700 Deming Way

56 calls

Pick ‘N Save Grocery Store
Middleton Ridge Apartments

6800 Century Avenue
7100 Belle Fontaine Boulevard

50 calls
49 calls

Top Locations of 911 Calls for Service in 2018
Meadow Ridge Apartments

7625 Lisa Lane

46 calls

Middleton Village Nursing Home

6201 Elmwood Avenue

46 calls

Middleton High School

2100 Bristol Street

40 calls

Pheasant Branch Senior Apartments

6430 Pheasant Lane

35 calls

Heritage Senior Living

6234 Maywood Avenue

28 calls

Costco

2150 Deming Way

25 calls

Major Traffic Intersection

US Hwy 12 @ University Avenue

22 calls

Harbor Athletic Club

2529 Allen Boulevard

18 calls

Major Traffic Intersections

Century Avenue @ Allen Boulevard

18 calls

The Elmwood Apartments
Forest Ridge Apartments

6604 Elmwood Avenue
2612 Branch Street

17 calls
17 calls

66

Department Statistics

67

Department Statistics

68

Use of Force
Captain Steven Britt
In 2018, the Middleton Police Department filed 436 criminal charges with
the Dane County District Attorney’s Office, issued 2,782 citations,
provided 3,387 written warnings, investigated 589 motor vehicle
accidents and completed 11,013 police reports, all stemming from
21,574 calls for service.
During our response to the 21,574 calls for police service, Middleton
Police Officers used a reportable level force in 41 incidents, or in 0.37% of
our total incidents. The level of force which was utilized during each of these 41
incidents, many of which involved multiple officers using a variety of different techniques,
includes the following:









Escort Techniques (10)
Compliance Hold (2)
Decentralization (6)
Displaying of a firearm (20)
Firearm Discharged – Animal (6)
Firearm Discharged – Person (1)
Displaying of Electronic Control Device (8)
Deployment of Electronic Control Device (1)

All incidents that involve the use of force greater than an Escort Technique require that a
special report on the matter be filed. These “Use of Force Reports” are reviewed by a
Sergeant and the Operations Captain. Incidents of a more serious nature, or ones that
result in an injury, are also reviewed by a Critical Incident Review Board. Four of the 41
use of force incidents in 2018 were reviewed by a Critical Incident Review Board. All four
of these incidents were determined to be appropriate uses of force and within
departmental policy guidelines.
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Personnel Complaints
Captain Steven Britt
The Middleton Police Department received twenty citizen complaints
against Department personnel in 2018. The nature, or basis of these
allegations were as follows:





Police Conduct (13)
Disparate Treatment (2)
Excessive Force (1)
Procedural (4)

Thorough investigations were conducted on each of these twenty complaints by a
department supervisor. The investigations revealed that thirteen of the complaints were
classified as Unfounded, three were deemed Exonerated and four Sustained.
The following graph provides a glimpse of the Middleton Police Department’s complaints
history over the previous sixteen years. The year 2017 marks the fewest overall number of
citizen complaints against departmental personnel during this time period. Although
2018 saw a significant increase in the number of complaints filed, the use of squad car
and body worn camera videos have provided irrefutable proof that nearly all of the
complaints filed were without merit and that officers of the Middleton Police Department
continue to serve our public with integrity and professionalism.
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