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Mayor Sonnentag,  
City Administrator Mike Davis,  
City Council Members,  
Police Commission Members,  
Public Safety Committee Members  
and Citizens of Middleton           February 2009 
 
 
 
 

On behalf of the members of the Middleton Police Department, I am pleased to present 
you with the Department’s Annual Report for the year 2008.  
 

2008 was another busy year for our Department.  Our calls for service increased slightly 
in 2008, up by 4% over 2007.  Early reports indicate a rise in crime across the country in 
2008 that many are blaming on the downturn in our economy.  That rise is, unfortunately, 
affecting our community as well.  Fortunately, most of that increase was in property crimes 
and not in personal/violent crimes.  Middleton continues to experience one of the lowest 
violent crime rates in the county.  Overall crime increased by 25% in 2008 from the 2007 
rate.  The 2008 rate is similar to rates experienced in Middleton in 2002 through 2004.  The 
largest percentage increase in crime (245%) was reported at our High School.  Most crimes 
were related to thefts of IPODS and cell phones.  Students are no longer prohibited from using 
these items in school during school hours and, along with the increased use of these items, 
thefts have increased.  With the increase in the price of gas earlier in the year, we experienced 
a significant increase in thefts of gas.  We also experienced an increase in commercial 
burglaries and the theft of building materials from building sites.  Arrests have been made in 
many of the building material thefts and commercial burglary cases.  We saw a significant 
drop in those cases in the latter part of 2008.    
 

We continue to explore ways to help keep our children safe and worked with the School 
District to purchase security equipment for the Kromrey Middle School and the High 
School with grant money that was obtained as part of a COPS safe school grant.  
 

We completed design work for the new Police/Municipal Court facility in 2008 and 
look forward to the construction of the facility in 2009 with a projected move in date of early 
2010.     
 

We will be undertaking a number of new initiatives in 2009 to help keep our 
community safe.  We have applied for a Community Oriented Policing Grant that will help 
pay for training and materials to start a GREAT program (Gang Resistance Education and 
Training) in the 2009 – 2010 school year.   
 

We have entered into a partnership with Quaker Steak and Lube that will pay for the 
lease of a Police Motorcycle and all necessary equipment.  The motorcycle will become an 
integral part of our expanded traffic enforcement efforts in 2009.  We will continue to 
participate in county-wide special enforcement programs aimed at reducing speeds and 
driving behaviors that often lead to traffic crashes.    



______________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 5

  
We have started a Volunteers in Policing Program.  This program will be used to train 

volunteers to assist us with major events including large community events and natural or 
other disasters. 
 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions regarding this report.  If you have 
any other questions or concerns, contact us through our general number at 827-1000 or 
through the contacts listed on our website at www.MiddletonPD.com.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brad J Keil 
Chief of Police 
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Mission Statement        
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The mission of the Middleton Police Department is “to make a 
positive difference in the quality of life in our community” 

We will accomplish our mission by: 
 -Partnering Proactively with 

stakeholders in our community 
in order to Identify and Solve 
Problems that are of mutual 
interest to the police and the 
community: 
 
-Protecting the Constitutional 
Rights and Personal Freedoms 
of all citizens; 
 
-Maintaining Order; 

 -Facilitating the safe movement 
of persons and vehicles; 
 
-Mediating and Resolving 
conflicts; 
 
-Aiding those in need; 
 
-Promoting a sense of Security 
and helping citizens to feel safe; 
 
-Enforcing laws and ordinances;

 -Apprehending and Assisting in the 
prosecution of offenders; 
 
-Reducing victimization and the 
opportunities for Crime; 
 
-Providing emergency Service; 
 
And; 
 
-Constantly Evaluating our 
Effectiveness in carrying out our mission 
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Community Events / Programs    
 
 
 
 

 
Community Events       
  
 
Downtown Gallery Night: On May 8, Middleton 
Police had a squad car on display and answered 
questions at this Chamber of Commerce event.  
Two lucky raffle winners won a ride to school with 
a friend in a police car. 
 
Walgreen’s Child ID: On June 3 and September 
13, Middleton Police handed out child ID kits and 
McGruff interacted with the children. 
 
 
 
 
Northlake Neighborhood Association Parade: On 
July 4, Middleton Police led the children in their 
annual bicycle parade from the Northlake 
neighborhood to Orchid Heights Park.  Once at the 
park, they had a neighborhood cookout and games 
for the kids.  A similar parade was led by Middleton 
Police in the Stonefield neighborhood.  This year 
neighborhoods had to apply for parade permits 
through the city to get a police escort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Little Gym “Who’s Your Hero?”: From June 
30 to July 3, Middleton Police explained the job of 
being a police officer, calling 911, showing the 
equipment we wear and giving a tour of a police car 
to the children. The time was shared with 
Middleton Fire Department Battalion Chief Brad 
Subera who talked about fire safety. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Golden Kiwanis: On September 3, Middleton 
Police and EMS Director Steve Wunsch gave a 
presentation to the Golden Kiwanis in Madison 
about when to call 911 and medical emergencies. 
 
 
 
 

Community Awareness programs, events and education are an 
important function for the Police Department and help us deliver our 

services in a community policing model. They are funded by the 
generous donations of area businesses and residents. Anyone 

wishing to support these efforts can make donations to the Middleton 
Police Department Community Awareness Fund. 
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Morey Field (Middleton Municipal Airport): 
 On July 13, Middleton Police attended the annual 
EAA Fly-In and Pancake Breakfast at the airport.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Waunakee National Night Out: On July 31, 
Middleton Police and Middleton Business Watch 
President Marilyn Burke attended the Waunakee 
National Night Out.  Waunakee Police also attended 
our event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fitchburg National Night Out: On August 3, 
Middleton Police and Middleton Business Watch 
President Marilyn Burke attended Fitchburg’s 
National Night Out.  Fitchburg Police also attended 
our event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middleton National Night Out: On August 6, the 
Middleton Police Department hosted our 4th Annual 
National Night Out Celebration at Lakeview Park.  
We had a great community turnout.  Officers from 
numerous local law enforcement agencies attended 
including K9 Officers and Mounted Patrols.  
Middleton EMS and Middleton Fire were there 
along with Springs Windows, a military Blackhawk 
helicopter and others. Food was provided by 
Viviani’s Catering and served by volunteers from 
the Middleton Senior Center.  There was a DJ, dunk 
tank and bounce house for the kids.  Numerous door 
prizes were won including bike helmets, gift 
certificates, bicycles and a Green Bay Packer 
autographed football. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sun Prairie National Night Out: On August 7, 
Middleton Police and Middleton Business Watch 
President Marilyn Burke attended National Night 
Out in Sun Prairie.  Sun Prairie also attended our 
National Night Out. 
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Dane County Town Hall Meeting: On August 14, 
Middleton Police assisted with a meeting at the 
Middleton High School Performing Arts Center 
hosted by Mother’s Against Drunk Driving.  
Middleton officers helped with several citizen 
volunteers that agreed to consume alcohol in a 
controlled setting and then perform field sobriety 
tests, try an ignition interlock device and attempt to 
operate a go cart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          
 
 
Middleton Business Watch (MBW) Fall 
Seminar: This year we were able to sign up MBW 
members to attend the “Ready Your Business 
Workshop” hosted by the Private-Public 
Partnership of Dane County at the Alliant Energy 
Center on September 4.  Middleton Police attended 
the event with MBW President Marilyn Burke.  
There were Emergency Preparedness displays in the 
parking lot and a presentation on how to prepare 
your business for a possible disaster (continuity 
planning).  Middleton Police later reported on the 
event at a Get Moving Middleton (GMM) breakfast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NSI Family Safety Day: On September 6, the 
Middleton Police Department participated in the 2nd 
Annual event.  Middleton Police gave presentations 
on “Internet Predators” and “Cyber Bullying”.  The 
Police Department also had a display with safety 
handouts and gave tours of a squad car.  Middleton 

EMS and Fire also had displays and presentations 
along with The Dean Foundation and MG&E. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRIAD Safety Expo: On September 9, Middleton 
Police attended the Dane County Triad Safety Expo 
at Blackhawk Church in Madison.  There were 
numerous vendors, guest speakers and sessions on 
Internet Safety, Neighborhood Watch Groups and 
Youth Gangs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pheasant Branch Senior Apartments “Senior 
Safety” Presentation: On June 19, Middleton 
Police gave a safety presentation to the senior 
residents. 
 
 
St. Bernard’s Picnic: On September 14, Middleton 
Police appeared with a police car to show and talk 
to kids at the church’s annual picnic. 
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Costco International Safety Week: On September 
15, Middleton Police drove a squad car inside the 
newly opened Costco where they handed out safety 
materials and answered questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WCPPA Annual Conference: On September 16 
through September 19, the Community Awareness 
Officer attended the Wisconsin Crime Prevention 
Practitioners Association Symposium in Wisconsin 
Dells.  The conference included training on Traffic 
Calming and the latest in Crime Prevention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cub Scouts Sauk Trail: On October 6, Middleton 
Police gave a fingerprint presentation to the Sauk 
Trail Cub Scouts.  Scouts were able to try their 
hand at doing fingerprints and also lifting latent 
prints using magnetic powder.  It was very messy 
and lots of fun. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meals on Wheels: Middleton Police employees 
take turns delivering lunch to seniors every 
Tuesday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Northside Elementary School Walk to School: 
On October 8, Chief Keil joined Northside 
Elementary School for their annual Walk to School 
event.  A large group of children, parents and 
school officials walked from the park on Ramsey 
Road to the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MHS Homecoming Parade: On October 10, 
Middleton Police Officers provided traffic control 
for the High School as they resurrected their 
Homecoming Parade in the neighborhood around 
the school.  Students from Sauk Trail also attended 
the historic event. 
 
 
 
3rd Grade Tours: On October 17, Middleton Police 
gave the annual 3rd grade tour of the Police 
Department to Northside and Sauk Trail Elementary 
Schools and on October 22 for Sunset Ridge 
Elementary School.  The highlight for the kids was 
when the officer took mug photos of their teachers. 
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Senior Car Clinic: On October 18, Middleton 
Police assisted the Middleton Senior Center’s 
Safety and Crime Awareness Network (SCAN) 
with their annual Senior Car Check Clinic at 
Middleton Ford.  Seniors were able to schedule 
their cars for a free safety inspection, enjoy 
refreshments and win prizes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State Public Defender’s Office Meeting: On 
October 19, Middleton Police gave a presentation 
on Workplace Violence Prevention to office 
managers from various Police Department offices 
around the State. 
 
 
 

Culver’s Fundraiser: On November 12, Middleton 
Police Officers delivered food to customers at 
Culver’s restaurant to raise money for the “Shop 
With A Cop” program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Police Department Tours: The department 
regularly provides department tours and safety 
presentations. In 2008 the department hosted 15 
tours for schools, civic and private organizations, 
with approximately 350 people touring the police 
department.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
Shop with a Cop: Police Department employees 
volunteer their time to take children from 
underprivileged families shopping for Christmas 
gifts for their families for a day with donated funds 
so that those families can have a nice Christmas.In 
2008, 10 Middleton Police Officers and 9 children 
from the Middleton Cross Plains School District 
participated in the event. 
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Community Programs       
   
Citizens’ Academy - From September 3 through 
November 5, Middleton Police held their 5th Annual 
Citizens’ Academy.  Twelve students comprised of 
various backgrounds completed classes in Defense 
and Arrest Tactics, Firearms, Investigations, 
Emergency Vehicles Operations Course and Traffic 
Law Enforcement and more.  This year students 
also completed a community service project by 
doing fall yard work for a stroke victim.  The 
Academy culminated with a graduation ceremony 
including a potluck dinner, awards and video. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plan Reviews - The Community Awareness Officer 
reviews plans submitted to the City for new or 
expanding businesses and offers suggestions to 
make them safer.  

 
 
 
 

Stop and Seat - The Dean Foundation and ATC 
generously donated several child/infant seats for 
officers to loan out on traffic stops instead of 
writing tickets for improperly secured children.  To 
avoid a ticket, drivers then agree to rent very 
affordable child/infant car seats through Dean’s 
“Every Ride a Safe Ride” program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Crime Prevention Notices - Middleton Police 
officers continue to complete and issue notices to 
businesses and residences for crime risks they 
observe in the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SCAN - The Middleton Police Department 
continues to work with the Middleton Senior Center 
and the Safety and Crime Awareness Network.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



______________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 13

Speed Watch - The Middleton Police Department 
has developed a new program in which volunteers 
will use hand held radar units to record vehicle 
speeds in residential areas.  The license plates of 
speeding vehicles are recorded and warning letters 
are then mailed out by the Police Department. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Safe Assured ID - American Girl/Mattel has 
generously donated funds to purchase an 
identification system and kits which can be used for 
children, autistic “runners” and memory impaired 
adults.  The kits digitally record and store images, 
audio and fingerprints on a mini-CD.  All of the 
sensitive information on the disc is encrypted and 
there is no stored database anywhere else.  The disc 
can be presented to any law enforcement agency in 
an emergency.  Only law enforcement can access 
the encrypted information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
VIPS/Volunteers In Police Service - The 
Middleton Police Department is starting a VIPS 
program in which volunteers are matched based 
upon their skills and interests to jobs at the Police 

Department.  The list of possible jobs include: 
Good Neighbor Watch Coordinator, Citizens’ 
Academy Alumni Coordinator, Event Worker, 
Event Planner, Middleton Volunteer Partnership 
(MVP) Board Member, Investigative Services 
Bureau Assistant, Administrative Assistant and 
Futurist to name a few. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
With Wings & a Halo “Back Packets”- 
Middleton Police officers distribute donated  
backpacks with books to children in crisis 
situations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Middleton Business Watch - The MBW has seven 
board members from the business community and 
Police Department.  The program has over 350 
members and was started in 2004 to alert local 
businesses to crimes and to provide crime 
prevention training through bi-annual seminars.  
2008 seminars were on Workplace Violence and 
Business Continuity. 

 
 

MIDDLETON BUSINESS WATCH 
PARTNERSHIP 
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Crime Prevention Surveys - The Middleton Police 
Department continues to provide crime prevention 
surveys to local business and homeowners with 
suggestions on how to improve their security. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pedestrian Flag Crossings - The Middleton Police 
Department has partnered with Safe Communities 
to provide orange pedestrian flags at dangerous 
intersections. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Checks: Residents are encouraged to 
notify the Police while they are away on vacation, 
especially if it is for an extended period of time.  It is 
valuable to know how to reach the homeowner and if 
anyone locally has keys in case a problem arises. 
Officers will periodically check the residence for 
problems.  
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2008 Traffic Safety Report            
 
 

There were a total of 468 motor vehicle accidents in 
the City of Middleton in 2008 compared to 427 in 
2007, for a 9.6% increase (41 more accidents).  But 
when taking into account that of the 468 accidents, 
105 were parking lot/private property accidents 
(compared to 84 in 2007) the actual increase in on-
street accidents was 5.8%.  There was a 25% 
increase in parking lot/private property accidents.  It 
appears the severe snow falls of early 2008 also 
played a large part in the increase as from January 1 
to March 31 there were 42 more accidents than the 
previous year, which accounts for the entire 
increase between the two years.   
 
During 2008, directed traffic patrols on regular 
patrol shifts were performed for about 310 hours 
with 544 enforcement actions taken.  Directed 
traffic patrols by officers on regular shifts are 
important as they target problem areas, areas of 
citizen concern and areas where a number of 
accidents occur.  Citizen reports of areas of concern 
are forwarded to the Traffic Safety Coordinator 
who then informs the appropriate neighborhood 
officer so that attention can be directed to the 
problem. 
 
Eight crossing guards were trained in 2008, two 
substitutes at Northside and six employees/parents 
at Sauk Trail who share the duties there.  In 2009, 
the school zone areas of the elementary schools and 
middle school will use the 2008 Safe Route to 
School grant monies to help purchase permanently 
mounted speed radar displays for all four schools, 
which will further aid in calming traffic..   
 
While at the Governor’s Conference on Highway 
Safety, Sgt. Mueller found that the Middleton 
Police Department is well ahead of many state 
agencies in traffic safety for our officers in that the 
Department provides them with reflective vests and 
on-going driving training coupled with a restrictive 
pursuit policy and post accident review boards 
which analyze officer traffic accidents and make 
suggestions for improvement where appropriate.  
Many departments do not do all four of these 
actions. 

Sgt. Mueller attended the national Lifesavers 
Conference in Portland, Oregon, with no cost to the 
Department as it was part of his 2007 Director’s 
Award from the Wisconsin State Patrol and 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation.  Many 
new and innovative programs were presented and 
discussed at the conference. 
 
Once again the Department participated in the 
SMART program to target OWI offenders on the 
Hwy 12 corridor between Middleton and Cottage 
Grove.  This was a highly publicized effort. 
 
Sgt. Mueller participated in the Wisconsin Southern 
Railroad Operation Lifesaver effort where officers 
from various agencies road in the RR engine of a 
train traveling from the east side of Madison to 
Middleton’s western limits.  RR employees pointed 
out traffic safety concerns along the way and 
officers radioed to patrol officers when they 
observed crossing violations.  Photos were taken 
and Sgt. Mueller is in the group photo that is part of 
the WSRR’s 2009 calendar that is distributed 
throughout their coverage area. 
 
The Department participated as a non-grant agency 
in the annual Click-It-Or-Ticket effort.  Seventy-
eight stops were made with 68 citations and 39 
warnings issued. 
 

 
Department staff provided input into the Middleton 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan 2009 which will be 
presented in 2009. 
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Officers participated in the Quaker Steak and Lube 
Bike Nights motorcycle safety presentation again 
this year.  Part of the presentation was a display of 
motorcycle precision operations by members of the 
Madison Police Department and Dane County 
Sheriff’s Department motorcycle patrols. 
 
In 2009, the Middleton Police Department will also 
be able to show off  the skill of precision 
motorcycle riding, thanks to Scott Acker of Quaker 
Steak and Lube who has signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the Middleton Police 
Department in which he agrees to help the 
Department purchase a fully equipped police Harley 
Davidson Electra Glide motorcycle, train two of the 
three officers who will be chosen to ride it and 
outfit all three with their safety gear.  Quaker Steak 
and Lube and Scott Acker are to be commended for 
the dedication to traffic safety that has been part of 
the Bike Nights since their beginning here in 
Middleton. 
 
A state grant was obtained for the Middleton Police 
Department that covers a full year that began in 
November 2008.  The grant is for OWI patrols that 
can be performed wherever the need is felt, rather 
than only on HWY 12 where our grants in the past 

have been limited to.  The November and 
December results have been encouraging. 
 
In 2009, Sgt. Mueller, as Traffic Safety 
Coordinator, will be attending the meetings of the 
Dane County Traffic Safety Committee, a 
statutorily mandated committee comprised of law 
enforcement, EMS, Fire, DOT, traffic engineers and 
school officials.  The Dane County Traffic Safety 
Officers committee is merging with this committee.  
It has a more proactive approach as it analyzes all 
the fatal accidents in Dane County and makes 
recommendations as to what can be done to prevent 
them (roadway changes, signage, enforcement, etc).    
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Operations Division      
 

MIPD Personnel         
 

The authorized strength of sworn Middleton Police 
officers in 2008 was 34 officers.  This breaks down 
to one Chief, two Lieutenants (one in charge of 
Administration, one in charge of Operations; which 
is uniformed patrol and investigations), six 
Sergeants, one in charge of the Investigative 
Services Bureau and five patrol Sergeants.  The 
Investigative Services Bureau consists of the ISB 
Sergeant, four general assignment Investigators, 
two Police School Resource Officers and a 
Community Awareness Officer.  Patrol has five 

Sergeants, one on each shift and two swing 
Sergeants who are in command when the shift 
Sergeants are on their days off, in training or 
otherwise unavailable and 18 Officers to staff three 
shifts, 24 hours a day.  Patrol minimum staffing is 
three officers on day shift, four officers on the 
afternoon shift and three officers on the night shift 
(with an increase of four officers on the weekends 
from 11PM to 3AM).  This includes the patrol 
Sergeants. 

 

2008 Operations Activity     
 

 
 
 

Significant Events in 2008     
        
 
08-00207, 01/12/08, 4:12 AM, 1000 Block of 
North Gammon Road, Multiple Commercial 
Burglaries 
Middleton Police Department received an alarm at 
Mystical Liquors at 4:12 AM.  Upon arrival, they 
discovered that multiple businesses in the strip mall 
had their front windows or glass doors broken and 
items stolen. A person delivering newspapers 
provided a vehicle description.  This was relayed to 
area law enforcement agencies. Madison police 
officers spotted the vehicle, attempted to stop it and 
got into a high speed chase.  Two suspects were 
arrested at the time and had items stolen from the 
Middleton burglaries in their possession. Noel 
Brown, 28, of Madison, and Van Starks, 21, NPA, 
were arrested and charged with multiple counts of 
Burglary. 

08-00411, 01/25/08, 5:00 AM, 3513 Roma Lane 
#8, Drug Search Warrant 
Middleton Police detectives developed information 
that drugs were being sold from an apartment at 
3513 Roma Lane.  Furthermore, that the two male 
residents of the apartment had possession of several 
firearms. Based on this information, a search 
warrant was issued and Middleton Police requested 
the assistance of the Dane County Sheriff’s 
Department Emergency Response Team.  At 5:00 
AM, members of the Emergency Response Team 
made a dynamic entry into the apartment, which 
included the use of distraction devices (flash 
bangs).  The subjects were taken into custody 
without incident and the scene turned over to the 
Middleton Police. Drugs, paraphernalia and 
weapons were located in the apartment.  Eighteen 

In 2008, Middleton Officers responded to 19,127 calls for service; 8,155 were field initiated and 
10,972 were dispatched (2007 figures: 18,458; 8,007 and 10,451). Officers issued 4,796 citations, 
1,764 written warnings, made 389 arrests and investigated 469 traffic accidents (2007 figures: 5,431, 
1,748, 338 and 427). 
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year old Dakota Hefty was arrested and charged 
with Possession with Intent to Manufacture a 
Controlled Substance, Maintaining a Drug Dwelling 
and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.  Twenty year 
old Jacob Steiner was arrested and charged with 
Possession of THC, Maintaining a Drug Dwelling 
and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.  A Drug 
Abatement letter was sent to the apartment complex 
management. 
 
08-00444, 01/25/08, 7600 Terrace Avenue, 
Multiple Commercial Burglaries 
Middleton Police investigated at least 12 
commercial burglaries which occurred at the 
Middleton Centre, in the 7600 block of Terrace 
Avenue and the 7500 block of Hubbard Avenue.  
Multiple businesses were broken in and the offices 
ransacked.  Cash and electronic items were taken 
and at least $12,000.00 in damage occurred.  Latent 
fingerprints were recovered by Evidence 
Technicians from a cash box handled by a suspect 
as well as glass in an entry way that was pushed in 
by a suspect. They were examined by the 
Wisconsin State Crime Laboratory. A positive 
match was developed for 17 year old Spencer 
Hutchins of Madison.  Hutchins was arrested by 
Detective Faga in January 2009 while he was 
meeting with his probation agent.  Hutchins was 
taken to jail, charged with multiple counts of 
Burglary.  A screwdriver was recovered in one of 
the offices broken into by the suspects (Middleton 
Times Tribune).  DNA analysis revealed that it had 
been handled by 19 year old Tramaine Franklin.  
Franklin is currently incarcerated in the Wisconsin 
Prison System on unrelated charges and is being 
charged with multiple counts of Burglary. 
 
08-00827, 02/15/08, 12:37 AM, 6300 Block of 
Pheasant Lane, Stabbing 
Middleton Police received a 911 call of a person 
who was stabbed when he answered his door.  
Investigation revealed that 19 year old Ryan A. 
Schardt of Madison, stabbed the 17 year old victim 
due to a dispute over the purchase of alcohol.  The 
victim received non-life threatening injuries and 
was released from the hospital.  The suspect was 
taken into custody at his attorney’s office where he 
surrendered to the police.  He was charged with 1st 
Degree Reckless Injury. 
 

08-01512, 03/16/08, 6300 Block of Maywood 
Avenue, Aggravated Assault 
Police were notified of a fight between a boyfriend 
and girlfriend, where the male struck, strangled and 
threatened his girlfriend with a knife.  The suspect 
fled as officers were approaching.  He was located 
the following day, back in the victim’s apartment, 
where they had reconciled.  Twenty year old Scott 
Miller of Middleton was arrested and charged with 
Disorderly Conduct, Battery, False Imprisonment 
and 2nd Degree Reckless Endangerment. 
 
08-02109, 04/11/08, 3:07 PM, 8301 University 
Avenue, State Bank of Cross Plains, Robbery 
A suspect entered the bank, presented a note to the 
teller indicating he had a gun and that he wanted 
money.  The suspect was given an undisclosed 
amount of cash and fled on foot behind the bank.  
The suspect was not arrested at the scene.  The 
suspect was described as a male white, early 20’s, 
medium height, thin, wearing a black knit hat with a 
brim, silver sunglasses, black long sleeve shirt and 
jeans.  The suspect is believed to have robbed the 
AmCore Bank on Odana Road in Madison on 
March 19.  The suspect is pictured below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
08-02108, 04/07/08, 9:52 PM, 1000 Block of N 
Gammon Road, Burglary 
Middleton Police Department received an alarm at 
Mystical Liquors, located in the 1000 Block of N 
Gammon Road.  Upon arrival, officers determined 
that both Mystical Liquors and Klinke Cleaners had 
been broken into. Officers viewed video 
surveillance footage from Mystical Liquors and 
observed the suspect breaking in to the store and 
stealing money.  A description of the suspect was 
passed on to other patrol officers.  An officer 
observed a suspect matching the description 
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walking on Gammon Road and made contact with 
him.  Derek L. Richards, age 41, of Middleton, was 
arrested for burglary. 
 
08-02721, 05/07/08, 2:36 PM, 6300 University 
Avenue, Bank Robbery 
The State Bank of Cross Plains was robbed by a 
man who presented the teller with a note demanding 
money. This is the same suspect who robbed 
another branch of the State Bank of Cross Plains in 
Middleton in April as well as another bank in 
Madison in March. 
 
08-02810 05/11/08, 12:13 PM, 1200 Block of 
Sweeney Drive, Robbery 
A woman reported that her boyfriend jumped on 
her, threw her to the ground and then stole money 
from her. Eighteen year old Kelvin Sutton of 
Middleton was arrested and charged with Battery, 
Intimidation of a Victim and Robbery. 
 
08-02850, 05/13/08, 4:41 AM, Lakeview Park, 
Arson Fire 
Trash barrels were lit on fire which spread to the 
roof of the park shelter. Extensive damage 
occurred.  Investigation revealed that this was an 
intentionally set fire. No suspects have been 
developed at this time. 
 
08-03017, 05/17/08, 6700 Block of Century 
Avenue, Child Abuse 
A 15 year old male held his 9 year old nephew’s 
arm over a hot stove burner, severely burning the 
nephew’s arm.  The 15 year old was charged with 
Child Abuse. 
 
08-03042, 05/19/08, Cold Stone Creamery, 1650 
Deming Way, Burglary 
Two employees of the business allowed a former 
employee of the business to hide in the store once 
they closed.  The ex-employee, who knew the 
combination of the safe from his previous 
employment, opened the safe and stole $800.00.  
Tiesha Bates, 17, of Madison, Tymiesha McGee, 
18, of Madison and Eden Terrell, 18, NPA, were 
charged with Burglary. 
 
08-03614, 06/13/08, 2:08 AM, 6300 Block of 
Maywood Avenue, Stabbing 
Police received a 911 cellular call indicating a 
disturbance, but the caller hung up before an exact 

address was established.  Officers were sent to the 
GPS location indicated by the cell phone and 
located a large crowd in the parking lot of 6301 
Maywood Avenue.  It was determined that a man 
had been stabbed and he was given medical 
assistance by officers and eventually by Middleton 
paramedics.  Twenty-three year old Courtney 
Ellington of Middleton was taken into custody in 
the parking lot, disarmed and arrested for 1st Degree 
Reckless Injury.   
 
08-04338, 07/11/08, 10:39 PM, Underage Alcohol 
Party, 6900 Block of Apprentice Pl 
Police responded to a reported underage drinking 
party on Apprentice Place.  Officers observed a 
large number of young people inside who were 
drinking.  Police received permission to enter the 
residence and cited 59 underage people for alcohol 
related offenses.  
 
08-04400, 07/15/08, Burglary/Vehicle Thefts, 
Enterprise Rental, 3200 Block of Laura Lane 
Officers investigated a burglary and auto theft at 
Enterprise Car Rental on Airport Road.  A window 
to the business was broken and the suspect(s) 
entered the business and took the keys to two 
vehicles, a Ford Explorer and a Ford Edge.  They 
then stole the vehicles off the lot.  One vehicle was 
located abandoned in Madison.  The second vehicle 
was stopped by the North Carolina Highway Patrol 
on 07/17/08 and three suspects were arrested.  Due 
to latent fingerprint and DNA analysis on items 
from both stolen cars, and the arrest of the three 
suspects in North Carolina, 17 year old Deanjuante 
Champagne of Madison, 18 year old Trevone 
McClarn, NPA, and 18 year old Spence Hutchins of 
Madison (same suspect in the Middleton Center 
burglaries in January 2008) have been arrested and 
charged with Burglary and Auto Theft.  
 
08-04987, 08/05/08, 11:42 AM, Bomb Threat, 
Middleton Ford, 7520 Century Avenue 
A man drove into a service bay at Middleton Ford, 
took a duffel bag out of his car and announced there 
was a bomb in it.  Police were notified and began 
evacuating the business while other officers 
approached the suspect.  In speaking to the subject, 
it became clear that he was suffering from a mental 
illness.  He was taken into protective custody and 
the bag was searched with negative results.  The 
man was turned over to mental health professionals. 
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08-05175, 08/12/08, 7:59 PM, Animal Complaint, 
Middleton Dog Park, 5209 Hwy Q 
The Middleton Police Department was notified of a 
dog attacking another dog in the Middleton Dog 
Park located off Hwy Q.  The attacking dog was 
determined to be a Bull Mastiff, weighing 
approximately 135 pounds.  He attacked a much 
smaller dog.  The smaller dog was taken to an 
emergency vet clinic, but was eventually euthanized 
due to the severity off its injuries.  Police located 
the owner of the Bull Mastiff and impounded the 
dog.  The owner of the dog, Gary Lohrke, 56, of 
Middleton, was cited for a dangerous dog violation.  
Due to a long history of attacks against people and 
dogs, and the violation of a previous agreement in 
which Lohrke agreed to keep the dog leashed and 
muzzled while it was off his property, the Police 
Chief recommended that the dog be euthanized. The 
decision was appealed to the City Council, which 
voted to uphold the Chief’s recommendation.  The 
case was then appealed to Circuit Court.  Initially, 
the Judge ordered the dog be euthanized, but an 
alternate plan was eventually proposed and agreed 
upon by the judge in which the dog was sent to a 
rescue group and Lohrke surrendered ownership. 
 
08-05206, 08/14/08, 10:14 AM, Robbery, State 
Bank of Cross Plains, 6300 University Avenue 
Middleton Police received a 911 call from the bank 
indicating it had just been robbed. The suspect 
presented a note indicating he had a gun and 
demanding money.  The suspect fled the bank and 
area on foot and was not located.  Detectives 
believe this is the same suspect responsible for two 
other bank robberies in Middleton, one in Madison 
and one in Monona.  The State Bank of Cross 
Plains and the Wisconsin Bankers Association 
offered a $10,000.00 reward for the arrest and 
conviction of the suspect.  He is described as a 
male, white, early 20’s, 5’ 7”, thin build, wearing a 
dark knit hat with a brim and sunglasses.  The 
suspect is pictured below:    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

08-05325, 08/19/08, 2:30 AM, Burglary, 
Fitzgerald’s Restaurant, 3112 Parmenter Street 
Employees opening the restaurant noticed that the 
drive up window had been smashed out and the 
business was broken into and money taken.  The 
M.O. of the burglary indicated that the suspect was 
familiar with the business.  Evidence was collected, 
including video and blood (the suspect cut himself 
while climbing through the broken window).  A 
former employee was identified as a possible 
suspect, interviewed and DNA samples obtained.  
Under questioning, after being confronted with the 
video evidence and the threat of DNA analysis, 25 
year old Jason Storlie of Madison admitted his 
involvement in the break-in.  He was charged with 
Burglary. 
 
08-05480, 08/25/08, 6:23 PM, Assault/Battery, 
1200 Block of Sweeney Drive 
Victim reported that her ex-boyfriend kicked down 
the door to gain entry to her apartment, physically 
assaulted her, threatened her with a knife and took 
her cell phone and car keys.  He fled the scene prior 
to police arrival.  The suspect was located the 
following day.  Forty-eight year old Scott Blunk of 
Middleton was charged with 1st Degree Reckless 
Endangerment, False Imprisonment, Disorderly 
Conduct, Theft and Criminal Damage to Property. 
 
08-05678, 09/03/08, 1:51 AM, 2051 Allen 
Boulevard Burglaries 
A resident reported that someone broke into his 
occupied apartment through the sliding glass patio 
door in the middle of the night.  Responding 
officers located 29 year old Anthony L. Hayes of 
Madison. Hayes was taken into custody.  Additional 
investigation revealed that three apartments had 
been entered and numerous stolen items were 
recovered. Hayes was jailed on a probation 
violation and Detectives are awaiting forensic lab 
results for additional charges. 
 
08-05716, 09/04/08, 6300 Block of Pheasant 
Lane, Abduction 
The Middleton Police Department was notified that 
a 16 year old woman was abducted, forced into a 
vehicle and that the woman’s father had received a 
ransom demand.  The Middleton Police Department 
sought assistance from the Wisconsin Department 
of Criminal Investigation and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.  Further investigation revealed that 
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the woman knew the man she left with and that she 
had left with him voluntarily.  The woman was 
initially traced to Chicago, then California.  The 
woman is now with her mother and the man in 
California.  It has been determined that no crime 
occurred. 
 
08-06399, 10/03/08, 12:09AM, Theft, Bennett’s 
Sinclair, 3415 Parmenter Street 
On October 3, 2008, a local resident, who was 
aware of the theft problems in the area, contacted 
the Middleton Police Dispatch Center to report a 
suspicious person in the area of Bennett’s Sinclair 
gas station.  Middleton Police Officer Formby was 
the first to arrive on scene at approximately 12:10 
AM.  Officer Formby approached the area on foot 
and was able catch the suspect “red handed” as he 
was taking junk metal automobile parts from the 
Sinclair station. Middleton resident, Adam Leonard, 
30 years of age, was arrested on charges of Theft 
and Bail Jumping.  At the time of this incident, 
Leonard was out on bail as he had been arrested, 
but not yet adjudicated, for similar crimes by other 
Burglary Task Force member agencies.  Utilizing 
evidence gathered during this arrest, Middleton 
Police Detective Faga was able to draft and execute 
a search warrant of Leonard’s apartment.  This 
subsequent investigation resulted in the charging of 
Leonard with the burglaries of the Middleton CVS 
Pharmacy, the Middleton PDQ office building and 
one Madison burglary.   
 
08-06607, 10/11/08, Reckless Endangerment, 
Middleton High School, 2100 Bristol Street  
Middleton officers assigned to work the 
Homecoming dance were alerted to a reckless 
driver in the parking lot.  Officers located the 
vehicle, which was occupied and running, but 
stopped.  As officers approached the vehicle in a 
well lit area, they shone their flashlights on the 
vehicle, illuminating the interior.  The operator of 
the vehicle accelerated and struck one officer, who 
went up onto the hood of the car.  The operator 
stopped after hitting the officer and was arrested.  
The officer received minor injuries and was able to 
continue working.  The driver of the vehicle, 19 
year old Madison resident, Lucio Ocotl Garcia, was 
an ex-student and was driving recklessly to impress 
a girl at the dance.  He was intoxicated and drug 
impaired. He was arrested for 2nd Degree 
Recklessly Endangering Safety and OWI related 

charges are anticipated, pending return of a blood 
test.  The 18 year old passenger, Angel Hernandez 
Acosta, of Middleton, was arrested for Underage 
Drinking and Open Intoxicants in a Vehicle. 
 
08-07185, 11/04/08, 3:05 PM, Bomb Threat, 
Middleton High School 
On Presidential Election day, a bomb threat was 
phoned in to the Middleton High School, which was 
also being used as an election polling place.  Due to 
specificity in the call and the fact that the school 
was an open environment because of the election, 
the decision was made to evacuate the school and 
move the poll to the Middleton Fire Station. Using 
information from students, computer records and 
video surveillance, a 16 year old student was 
arrested within hours of the call.  The student was 
charged with Making a Bomb Threat as well as 
Interfering with a Presidential Election.  
 
08-07217, 11/14/08, 5:30 AM, High Risk Search 
Warrant, 6600 Block of Century Avenue 
Middleton detectives developed information of a 
drug dwelling and wanted persons at a duplex in the 
6600 block of Century Avenue.  Because of the 
nature of the information and previous violent 
history of the occupants, the Dane County Tactical 
Response Team was activated to make entry.  The 
dynamic entry was successfully carried out with no 
one being injured. Middleton detectives and officers 
then performed the search warrant. Alberto Reyes, 
23, of Middleton, was arrested on a warrant alleging 
repeated sexual assault of a child, which had 
occurred earlier in the year.  The drug investigation 
continues.  A drug abatement letter was sent to the 
landlord. 
 
08-07512, 11/18/08, 10:03 AM, Assist Other 
Department, 8511 Greenway Boulevard 
Madison Police Detectives contacted the Middleton 
Police Department in reference to an on-going 
suicide/homicide investigation being conducted by 
that department. The Dane County 911 
Communications Center received a cellular 
telephone call at approximately 9:11 AM.  The 
male caller informed the dispatch center that police 
should be sent to the intersection of Tree Lane and 
High Point Road in the City of Madison as there 
was a dead individual in a motor vehicle at that 
location.  The caller then hung up on the dispatcher 
before providing any other additional information.  
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Madison officers responded to the scene and 
located one adult male subject and a juvenile male 
subject both in a vehicle at that location.  Both 
individuals had a gunshot wound.  The vehicle in 
question was a black Jeep registered to Ryan T. 
Dutter and Christine A. Gabron of Middleton.  
Madison Detectives requested that Middleton 
Detectives respond to the Dutter address to check 
the welfare of Gabron. Madison Detectives 
indicated that they were concerned that there may 
be another victim either injured or deceased at this 
address.  Middleton Detectives assisted Madison 
Detectives in contacting the resident at this address, 
securing the apartment, conducting interviews, 
conducting a residential search and completing the 
follow-up investigation of this incident. This 
investigation revealed that the distraught father of a 
12 year old autistic son took his son’s life before 
committing his own suicide. 
 
08-07571, 11/20/08, 3:58 PM, Death 
Investigation, 5160 Brindisi Court 
Middleton Police officers were dispatched to an 
apartment for a 25 year old male subject, later 
identified as Jason Swanson, who was pulseless and 
not breathing. Middleton Police Officers and 
Middleton Paramedics were unable to revive 
Swanson. It was later determined by the Dane 
County Coroner’s Office that Swanson died as the 
result of a Heroin overdose. Middleton Police 
Detectives are currently conducting an on-going 
investigation into who provided Swanson with the 
Opiates that lead to his death. 
 
08-07813, 12/01/08, 3:41 AM, 6300 Block of 
Maywood Avenue, Reckless Endangerment 
A man and woman were awakened in the middle of 
the night by the woman’s ex-boyfriend standing 
over their bed.  The ex-boyfriend attempted to stab 
the current boyfriend in the chest, then struck the 
woman in the mouth. He was arrested by Middleton 
officers as he fled the scene in his vehicle.  Thirty-
six year old Miguel Aragon was jailed, charged 
with: Stalking Resulting in Bodily Harm, Armed 
Burglary, two counts of 2nd Degree Reckless 
Endangerment, two counts of Battery and Theft.  
 
 
 
 

08-08029, 12/10/08, 11:29 AM, 8400 Block of 
Greenway, Motor Vehicle Theft 
A City Department of Public Works employee was 
shoveling snow and left his city pickup truck, with 
attached trailer, running in the parking lot.  The 
vehicle and trailer were stolen, last seen entering 
the eastbound Beltline Highway, with the ramp to 
the trailer scraping on the ground.  The vehicle was 
located abandoned behind the Copps Food store on 
Junction Road, in the City of Madison, and the 
trailer was located nearby, behind the Target Store.  
A short time later, an elderly couple who had left 
their vehicle running in the Target parking lot, 
reported that their vehicle had been stolen.  Twenty-
four year old Oran Woodfin, of Madison, was 
subsequently arrested and interviewed by 
Middleton and Madison detectives.  He admitted 
stealing the Middleton Department of Public Works 
pickup truck.  He said he drove it behind Target and 
took the trailer off.  He said as he was driving away, 
he heard a Middleton police officer talking to him 
on the Middleton Department of Public Works 
radio (a Middleton officer switched to the 
Department of Public Works radio frequency and 
told him to bring the stolen truck back). He said he 
abandoned the truck, then found the other running 
vehicle in the front of the shopping center, so he 
decided to steal it. Woodfin was jailed on numerous 
charges by Middleton and Madison authorities. 
 
06-04064, 07/23/06, 8:04 PM, 3400 Block of 
Marino Court, Attempted Homicide 
In July of 2006, Middleton Police investigated a 
case where members of two rival Hispanic gangs 
got into a confrontation which culminated in a 
suspect firing two shots from a handgun, one of 
which struck the victim in the knee.  A long 
investigation by Middleton Detectives, aided by 
agents from the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
Agency, led to charges being filed in the case.  
Victor Cervantes, of Texas, was charged with 
Attempted First Degree Homicide and First Degree 
Reckless Endangerment.  Pablo Elizando and Jose 
Marquez, of Madison, were charged with 
Attempted First Degree Homicide. Miguel 
Miranda-Lopez was charged with First Degree 
Reckless Endangerment.  All subjects were taken 
into custody this fall and await trial with the 
exception of Cervantes who is believed to have fled 
to Mexico. 
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07-08582, 12/31/07, Security Fraud 
A Middleton Detective worked closely with the 
Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions and 
US Postal Inspectors in what turned out to be a 

$600,000.00 fraud case with multiple victims.  The 
suspect, Russell Badder, of Oshkosh, was recently 
charged in Federal Court. 

 
 

Bank Robber Nabbed 
 
 
On 09/16/08, the bank robber who had robbed 
Middleton banks three times as well as a bank in 
Monona and one in Madison, robbed the Anchor 
Bank in Madison near West Towne Mall.  An alert 
customer in the drive-up lane realized a robbery 
was occurring, notified 911 and directed the police  

 
to the suspect who was arrested without incident.  
He confessed to committing all the bank robberies 
to Middleton and Madison Detectives. The suspect 
is John B. Kowal of Madison.  The alert customer 
was awarded the $10,000.00 reward money for his 
quick action and assistance. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Increase in Gas Thefts Results in Policy Change in June 
 
 

The Police Department observed a 340% increase 
in gas drive-offs/thefts in the first half of 2008.  The 
high cost of gasoline no doubt was responsible for 
this phenomenon.  The Department not only saw an 
increase in the number of incidents, but also in the 
monetary amount of each theft.  What used to be a 
$20.00 or $30.00 crime became a $60.00 to $100.00 
crime.  Solving these crimes can be difficult.  
Suspects were stealing license plates for the sole 
purpose of filling up with gas and driving away, 
surveillance cameras seldom capture the license 
plate and clerks are often distracted or unable to 
read the plate numbers. 
 
The Department worked proactively, with limited 
success in some cases, with the owners of 
convenience stores and gas stations to encourage 

them to institute pre-pay methods at the pumps.  
This is an entirely prevenable crime, the 
Department was spending an inordinate amount of 
energy in investigating (usually unsuccessfully) 
these crimes and the businesses were losing more 
and more money. In June, notice was sent to area 
convenience stores and gas stations that the 
Middleton Police Department would no longer 
respond to gas drive off complaints.  
 
It is difficult to measure the effectiveness of the 
policy since the price of gas declined as 
dramatically in the second half of the year as it rose 
in the first half, but most if not all gas dispensing 
businesses have instituted pre-pay, thereby reducing 
or eliminating the ability to steal gas. 
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Middleton’s Big Event 

 
 

Middleton’s Big Event was held on June 14.  The 
event was a community wide affair, culminating in 
a concert by the Bo Deans and fireworks in an 
empty field across Airport Road from the 
Middleton Airport. The Police Department switched 
the patrol force to 12 hour shifts and manned the 
concert event with 16 officers, two dispatchers and 
two mounted patrol (horse) officers from the 
Capitol Police Department.  We used the Dane 
County Command Vehicle 1 for our Command 

Post. This mobile command post was provided to 
Dane County by Homeland Security funds and is 
available for use by any Dane County Emergency 
Service for major events. The command post has 
state of the art communication facilities, phones, 
computers and cameras.  
 
Other than the weather, the event was uneventful, 
from the police perspective. 

 
 

Alcohol Compliance Checks 
 

 
In December and January, the Middleton Police 
Department conducted another round of alcohol 
compliance checks.  The purpose of this effort was 
to determine the degree to which licensed 
establishments complied with laws relating to the 
sale of alcoholic beverages to underage persons.  In 
July of 2007, the compliance rate was 33%, and in 
December of 2007, 85%.  The current round of 34 
checks yielded a compliance rate of 47%. 
 
On December 1, 2008, all licensed establishments 
in the City of Middleton were notified in advance 
by letter that compliance checks would be done.  
Two citizen volunteers, one 19 and the other 20 
years old, were used.  No attempts were made to 
misrepresent the volunteers’ age or to distract the 
business employee.  If requested, the volunteers 
provided their actual WI photo driver’s license 
which clearly indicated that they were not of legal 
drinking age.  The WI driver’s license was printed 

vertically, indicating they were under the legal 
drinking age at the time of issuance, and also had 
the date that they would be 21 years old clearly 
printed on the front.  If questioned by a business 
employee, the volunteers verbally provide their 
actual age.  The volunteers worked under the 
supervision of police officers and were under 
continuous observation. 
 
Eighteen persons were cited for selling alcoholic 
beverages to an underage person, which could result 
in a $361.00 fine.  They may also face sanctions 
from their employers.  The City’s alcohol licensing 
committee will review the compliance check 
results. 
 
Additional compliance checks will be conducted in 
2009. 
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Neighborhood Districts      

     

NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICER PROGRAM 
 

We have broken the city down into 24 
“neighborhoods”. Uniformed patrol officers are 
assigned to specific neighborhoods as primary or 
secondary officers. Even though they do not work 
or patrol in their neighborhood every day, the 
officers are responsible for learning of the problems 
affecting their neighborhoods as well as the people, 
groups, departments or organizations that can help 
them solve issues in their neighborhood. Police are 
seldom the only organization that can solve 
problems, but we can certainly facilitate problem 
solving by identifying problems and getting the 
appropriate agency to help. 

 
The map pictured below shows how the city is 
divided into neighborhoods. The map and 
additional information is available on the 
department’s website: www.MiddletonPD.com 
 
Middleton officers have had many successes this 
year working with the stakeholders in their 
neighborhoods, other city departments and 
community groups.  
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2008 Training         
 

 
The training program is broken down into two 
different components: in-service training and 
specialized training.  State standards mandate that  
 

 
every Police Officer in Wisconsin receive 24 hours 
of training.  Middleton officers traditionally receive 
in excess of this amount of in-service training 
alone.  

 

2008 In-service Training      
    
For the last several years, Middleton, Sun Prairie 
and Fitchburg Police Departments have 
collaborated on a number of projects, including in-
service training. The consortium of three 
Departments trains over 130 officers.  In 2008, the 
training consortium put on 17 classes in four 
quarters.  Firearms training was provided in each 
quarter, one quarter at the Madison Area Technical 
College indoor shooting range (This range is very 
useful in the cold winter weather as well as being 
able to practice in low light conditions. Of 
particular concern is that MATC will be razing the 
building housing the indoor range and there are no 

plans to construct a replacement in the near future.  
That means there will be no indoor firing range in 
Dane County, the closest one will be in Janesville.) 
and three quarters at the Dane County Law 
Enforcement Training Center.  Firearms training 
consists of pistol and rifle (AR 15) qualification. 
 
Other topics covered during in-service training 
included: Defense and Arrest Tactics; Less Lethal 
and Electronic Control Device (Taser) 
recertification; OWI traffic legal update; emergency 
vehicle operation; vehicle contacts and rapid 
response to an active shooter. 

 
2008 Specialized Training     
     

 
In 2008, Middleton officers attended 289 
specialized training classes totaling almost 5000 
hours.  A training goal was to send each officer to at 
least one specialized training class. Some of the 
classes officers attended were: Lifesaver 2008 
Conference in Portland, Oregon (Sgt. Mueller was 
sent to this class at no expense due to his winning 
the Wisconsin Traffic Officer of the Year Award in 
2007); Governor’s Conference on Highway Safety; 
ATAC Crime Analysis; Street Cop Spanish; 
Composite Drawing for Law Enforcement; Autism 
and Law Enforcement; National Association of 
Field Trainers Conference; Investigating Alcohol 
Facilitated Sexual Assaults; numerous Crime 
Prevention courses; Field Training Officer 
Certification; Suicide Prevention; Evidence 

Technician School and Criminal Street Gang 
Identification.  
 
Members of the Command Staff received 
specialized training also.  Two new supervisors 
were appointed in 2008, Sgt. Darrin Zimmerman 
and Communication Supervisor Wendy McKnight.  
Both were sent to a two week course on 
Supervision of Police Personnel by Northwestern 
University.  Sgt. Britt took over the Investigative 
Services Bureau and attended a two week course on 
Management of the Detective Bureau, also put on 
by Northwestern University.  Other management 
training included FBI Law Enforcement Executive 
Development; FBI National Academy Conference; 
Boomers and Gen X’ers; Attorney General’s 
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Summit on Public Safety; Integrity Leadership and 
the Racial Justice Summit.  Chief Keil attended the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police 
Conference in San Diego in November. 
 
One goal of the Training Team is to send members 
of the Command Staff to a law enforcement 
management “long school”.  To date, Chief Keil 

and Lt. Foulke have graduated from the FBI 
National Academy in Quantico, VA; Lt. Kakuske 
has graduated from the Northwestern University 
School of Staff and Command held in Milwaukee 
and Sgt. Barry Reynolds has graduated from the 
Wisconsin Executive Development Institute in 
Appleton. 

 

 
Police Management Training    
    
 

Sgt. Troy Hellenbrand 
 
On November 14, 2008, Sergeant Troy Hellenbrand 
graduated from Northwestern University’s 270th 
Class of Police Staff and Command.  The ten week 
school was held in Janesville, WI. The class 
consisted of 30 students from 26 departments from 
south central Wisconsin.  The School of Police 
Staff and Command is an intensive ten-week 
program that prepares law enforcement managers 
for senior positions by uniquely combining 
academic principles with practical applications.  
Sergeant Hellenbrand’s staff study research paper 
was on the feasibility of setting up a traffic 
enforcement team for Middleton Police.  
 
Graduation ceremonies were held at the Janesville 
Holiday Inn Conference Center and included a 
luncheon and key note address by Madison Police 
Department Chief Noble Wray.  Attending the  
 
 

 
ceremony from the Middleton Police Department 
were Chief Keil and Lieutenants Kakuske and 
Foulke. 
Troy returned to work as the 2nd detail shift 
commander. 
 
Pictured below from left to right: Chief Keil, Lt. 
Kakuske, Sgt. Hellenbrand and Lt. Foulke. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Future Trainings

 
Sgt. Terry Hanson is schedule to attend the 
Northwestern University School of Staff and 
Command, which will be held in Sun Prairie in the  

 
Fall of 2009 and Sgt. Steve Britt is scheduled to 
attend the FBI National Academy in January of 
2010. 
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Investigative Services Bureau Report   
 
 
 The authorized strength of the Middleton Police 
Investigative Services Bureau (ISB) is a detective 
sergeant, four detectives, two Police School 
Resource Officers (SRO) and a Community 
Awareness Officer (CAO).  The four detectives are: 
Craig Faga, Patty Faust, David Haselow and Daniel 
Jones.  The two Police School Resource Officers 
are Jeremy Geiszler at the Middleton High School, 
and Jill Tutaj at Kromrey Middleton School. The 
Community Awareness Officer is David Kasdorf.  
The unit is supervised by Detective Sergeant Steven 
Britt.  
 
The month of July brought significant changes to 
the Investigative Services Bureau (ISB).  Three of 
the four detectives now serve on a long term basis 
with their indefinite appointment to ISB being 
contingent upon personal job satisfaction and an on-
going evaluation of their individual job 
performance. The forth detective serves on a fifteen 
month rotating position.  The two school resource 
officers and the community awareness officer each 
serve on a staggered three year rotation. The 
community awareness officer serves in a three year 
rotating capacity 
 
The objectives for the planned movement of 
personnel from the Patrol Unit into the ISB, and  

 
 
back again to Patrol, are to support the cross 
training of personnel in all aspects of department 
operations, to provide a fresh prospective and to 
provide opportunities for career growth for newer 
members of the department.  These objectives are 
constantly being evaluated and balanced against the 
Department’s need for experienced investigators in 
key positions.   
 
On July 14th, 2008, Sergeant Steven J. Britt 
assumed command of the Middleton Police 
Department’s Investigative Services Bureau (ISB).  
The lateral assignment to serve as the ISB 
supervisor will be a three year commitment.   
 
Along with conducting and supervising all criminal 
investigations, the detective sergeant reviews all 
crime reports and by using an investigative model, 
makes the determination if the case has solvability 
factors or is of significant public seriousness to 
merit assignment to an investigator.  Atop the 
traditional criminal investigations conducted, the 
ISB unit is responsible for investigating worthless 
check complaints, all death investigations; 
coordinate the department’s proactive programs, 
such as the Citizen’s Academy, and conducting 
background investigations for prospective new 
employees

 

Police School Resource Officers    
 
Middleton High School        
 
In 2008, Middleton High School remained one of the 
busiest locations in the city.  For the calendar year, 
there were 517 calls for service and 349 incident 
reports completed.  With nearly 2000 students and 
several hundred more teachers and support staff in 
two separate buildings, this is really no surprise.  

The school population is as big as some small cities, 
and as with any other city of this size, problems will 
occur. 
 
Overall, the transition for the new students has been 
relatively smooth.  There have been a few bumps in 
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the road, but thankfully they have been minimal.  
This year it was not only the students who had to 
experience a transition, but the staff as well.  After 
fulfilling his three year commitment as the high 
school resource officer, Officer Jerry Raffel 
returned to the uniform patrol division and Officer 
Jeremy Geiszler took over the position of Police 
School Resource assignment.   
 
The biggest problem that faced the students coming 
into school this fall was theft.  The 2008-2009 
school year came with some substantial changes in 
school policies. They have decided to allow students 
to bring in iPods and cellular phones to be used 
during appropriate times in the school day.  An 
overwhelming majority of students have at least one 
of these items, if not both.  Combine the availability 

of these items with the fact that a large number of 
students do not lock up their valuables and you have 
a crime of opportunity waiting to happen.  Since the 
beginning of the school year, Officer Geiszler has 
been working on educating the students on the need 
to lock up their belongings, and also with the 
school’s administrative team to come up with 
innovative solutions to this problem. 
 
The work at the school is always challenging, but at 
the same time it is very rewarding.  Working hand 
in hand with the students and staff is a great 
example of this department’s community oriented 
policing philosophy at work. 
 

 

   
Kromrey Middle School       

 
 
2008 was a busy year for the Kromrey Police School 
Resource Officer (SRO).  Halfway through the year, 
this position was made full time.  The position 
includes Kromrey Middle School and the three 
elementary schools in the City of Middleton. 
 
During January and February, with call time 
permitting, the SRO traditionally spends a great deal 
of time with the kindergarten. This time is 
committed to the younger students as it has usually 
been a couple of months since they have had 
interaction with the SRO and this is a way to regain 
the connection. 
 
In the spring, the SRO begins the review session of 
Keeping Safe.  This is a protective behavior class 
which is team taught with the school social worker.  
The review is given to kindergartners through fourth 
grade. Also while doing this, the SRO covers 
summer safety tips such as bike and pool safety. 
 
In September, school started again and was very 
busy.  The big event in the fall at Kromrey is the Fun 
Run.  This is where all students train to run a three 
mile course at the beginning of September.  The 
SRO helps out with this event by making sure the  

 
course is safe and is there on the day of the event if 
needed. 
 
In the fall, the SRO also does internet safety for all 
fifth and sixth grade classes.  This is a program that 
was received from Net Smartz.  It is an interactive 
internet safety program which teaches students 
methods of being safe on the internet.  The main event 
in the fall is the Keeping Safe program.  The SRO goes 
into every class in all three elementary schools, 
kindergarten through fourth grade, and teaches the 
Keeping Safe program.  In total, the SRO goes into 62 
elementary classes two times each in the fall.  This is a 
great way of getting to know the students at the 
beginning of the year and to teach protective behaviors 
for the year to come.  Also during the fall, the SRO 
goes into 5th and 6th grade classes and talks to the 
children about Halloween safety tips.  These are the 
ages when kids go alone without their parents for the 
first time and it is important for them to have safety 
rules. 
 
On a daily basis at Kromrey, the SRO helps supervise 
the Kromrey Middle School students in the morning 
before school, at lunchtime and handles all calls for 
service inside of the school. 
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During 2008, the drop off area for students in the 
morning before school was causing several 
problems.  For years, this has been an ongoing issue.  
It is believed that this has been taken care of with 
several cones and signage that was ordered marking 
areas where students should be dropped off. 
 

In 2008, Kromrey reached an all-time high for 
enrollment reaching over 700 students.  It is obvious 
that the students are outgrowing the school.  The 
hallways are very crowded during passing time 
which has lead to students bumping into each other 
and causing some minor disturbances.  This is a 
significant issue at Kromrey that will hopefully be 
resolved in the near future.   
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Communications, Records & Court Activity 
  

 
In 2008, long time dispatcher Wendy McKnight was 
promoted to Communications Center Supervisor, a 
newly established position.  McKnight has since 
completed Northwestern’s First Line Supervisor 
Course. 
 
An additional dispatcher position was created to bring 
the number of full-time dispatchers to six.  The 
position was filled by Keith Cleasby, who has 
extensive 9-1-1 Dispatcher experience.  The new 
position allows the staffing of two dispatchers during 
some peak activity periods. 
 
Dispatchers previously certified in Emergency Police 
Dispatch (EPD) renewed their certifications.  
Integration of the EPD software with Global Computer 
Aided Dispatch was achieved, but migration to the 
Communications Center Primary Dispatch Console has 
yet to be achieved.  IT continues to work on it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Department implemented a policy of dispatching 
all 9-1-1 calls to field units for disposition, including 
calls that are mistakes, playing, interrupted, hang-ups, 
disconnects, etc.  
 
In 2008, the Communications Center handled 26,737 
officer responses to 19,190 Calls for Service (CFS), 
consuming over a half a million minutes of officer time 
(excluding documentation, reporting and processing 
time).  The average CFS takes 26.61 minutes of officer 
time.  The number of officers required per citizen CFS 
varies by time of day – Day Shift 1.28, Evening Shift 
1.38, Night Shift 1.65.  Calls for Service (CFS) 
initiated by officers were up 2%.  CFS initiated by 

citizens were up 5%, while CFS initiated via 9-1-1 
were up 19% in 2008 and up 56% since 2006.  CFS 
from all sources were up 4% in 2008. 
 
In 2008, the Records Bureau processed 8,454 new 
incident reports (incidents may have multiple 
supplemental reports).  On an average day, there are 
126 reports and 243 minutes of dictation pending 
processing.  During peak activity periods, the work 
load rose to as much as 198 reports and 588 minutes of 
dictation pending.  In 2008, moving forward the 
Records Bureau began scanning all documents related 
to incidents, and no longer retains the paper, unless it 
has some intrinsic evidentiary value.  Plans to scan tens 
of thousands of previously retained police records 
before a possible move to a new police building have 
thus far been stymied.  The configuration of the City’s 
application does not permit a specific record to be 
retrieved through query if the input was done in bulk.  
For example, finding one ticket out of 10,000 scanned.  
IT continues to work on it.  Records are generally 
required to be retained for a minimum of seven years.   
 
Records Bureau personnel took on new duties 
processing payments during Municipal Court 
Arraignment Nights. This freed the Municipal Court 
Clerk to perform court room processing during 
arraignments, a task previously performed by police 
personnel. 
 
Lynn Endres, the Department’s Civilian Court Officer, 
was named Evidence Room Manager and completed 
Evidence Room management training, thereby freeing 
a sworn detective from this task. This is a pivotal role 
given the planning taking place for the evidence room 
in the new police building and the critical need to free 
space in the current evidence system by purging items 
no longer required as evidence. To improve efficiency 
and facilitate the move of over 6,000 items of evidence 
(while maintaining the chain of 
custody), in 2008 the 
Department procured barcode 
scanning equipment and 
technology. IT continues to 
work on system configuration. 
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MIPD Personnel Changes in 2008   
 
Retirements           
 
 
On January 1, 2008, Sergeant Dave Kromm retired 
from the Middleton Police Department after 23 
years of service. Sgt. Kromm joined the Department 
on November 2, 1984 as a part time Dispatcher.  He 
became a Middleton Police Officer on September 9, 
1985 and was promoted to Sergeant on December 
15, 1990.  Sgt. Kromm was a certified trainer in 
numerous law enforcement areas, was the lead 
trainer for the Middleton Police Training Team and 
worked for the MATC Police Academy for over 20 
years, training new officers attending the police 
academy. 
 

 
New Police Officers        
 

Officer Christopher Formby: 
 
 
Officer Christopher Formby joined the Middleton 
Police Department on January 3, 2008. Chris grew 
up in Dallas, Texas and graduated from the 
University of Texas-Austin in 1996 with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in history.  Chris then enlisted in the 
United States Marine Corps where he served as an 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle pilot for four years while 
stationed at 29 Palms, California.  Upon completing 
his Marine Corps obligation, Chris joined the Los 
Angeles Police Department, where he worked for 
five years, assigned to the San Fernando Valley, 
Hollywood and Watts Divisions. 
 
Chris and his wife, also a former Los Angeles 
Police officer, moved to the Middleton area to be 
closer to family and to raise their daughter. On 
January 9, 2008, Chris was formally sworn in by 

City of Middleton Clerk Trish Amble as his wife, 
daughter, family, friends and co-workers looked on.  
Pictured below is Chief Keil giving Chris a plaque 
containing the Law Enforcement Oath of Honor. 
 

 
 

Sgt. Kromm is pictured training a member of the Citizen’s 
Academy how to properly handle an AR-15 rifle 
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Officer Nick Stroik: 
 
On May 28, 2008, Nicholas Stroik joined the 
Middleton Police Department. Nick grew up in 
Cudahy, WI and graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater in 2003 with a Bachelor's 
Degree in Business Administration.  Nick joined the 
United States Marine Corps and served in Iraq in 
2004 and 2005.  Upon completing his Marine Corps 
obligation, Nick began employment as an IT 
consultant with Kerry Ingredients in Beloit, WI and 
worked there until his employment with the 
Middleton Police Department.  Nick currently lives 
in Janesville with his wife and son. 
 
Nick is pictured below with City Clerk Trish Amble 
being sworn in as a Middleton Police Officer.  Nick  
 received an Oath of Honor plaque from Chief Keil.  
 
On August 28, 2008, Nicholas Stroik graduated 
from the Fox Valley Technical College 13 week 
Police Academy in Appleton. The Middleton Police 
Department proudly announced that Officer Stroik 
finished as the top academic achiever in his class 
and a close second as the best shooter in the class.   
 
 
 

 
. 

 
Officer Jessica Quamme: 

 
 
Jessica Quamme began employment with the 
Middleton Police Department on November 5.  Her 
first four days were orientation with Officer 
O’Connor and she was then assigned to Officer 
O’Connor for Phase I Field Training. 
 
Jessica grew up in De Forest, WI, and graduated 
from De Forest High School in 2000. She graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2004 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Legal Studies and a 
Criminal Justice Certificate. Jessica has been 
employed by the Shorewood Hills Police 
Department for the last three years. 
 
Jessica was sworn in as a police officer by 
Middleton City Clerk Trish Amble on November 6, 
2008. Jessica is pictured receiving the Law 
Enforcement Oath of Honor from Chief Keil. 
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Promotions / New Assignments    
 

Sgt. Darrin Zimmerman 
 
 
On February 8, 2008, Chief Brad Keil announced 
the promotion of Darrin Zimmerman to Sergeant.  
Sergeant Zimmerman replaced Dave Kromm. 
 
Sgt. Zimmerman is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin-La Crosse. He has been with the 
Department for eight years, as a patrol officer, 
DARE officer, Police School Liaison Officer and 
Detective.  Sgt. Zimmerman and his wife, Janelle, 
also a Police Department employee, live in 
Middleton with their two children. 
 

 
Communication Center Supervisor Wendy McKnight: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On April 6, Chief Keil announced the promotion of 
Dispatcher Wendy McKnight to the newly created 
position of Communication Center Supervisor.  
Wendy is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville. She has been with the 
Department since 1997.  Wendy and her husband, 
Kevin, a former Middleton police dispatcher and 
current Dane County Deputy, live in Dane County 
with their two daughters. 

 
 

Officer Jeremy Geiszler: 
 
 
In April, Officer Jeremy Geiszler was named the 
Police School Liaison Officer (PSLO).  Jeremy was 
assigned to the Middleton High School. Candidates 
for the position went through an interview process 
and gave a “classroom presentation” scenario to 
two high school principals, a PLSO from a Madison 
High School and the current Middleton PSLO.  
They  were also scored in an internal evaluation by 
members of the command staff and were 
interviewed by Chief Keil.  Jeremy trained for the 
position with the incumbent PSLO, Jerry Raffel.  
He took over the duties in September.   
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Sgt. Barry Reynolds: 

 
In June, Sgt. Barry Reynolds was transferred from 
the Investigative unit to first shift patrol after 
finishing a successful three year tenure as the 
Investigative Services Bureau Supervisor. Barry’s 
unit was responsible for the successful arrest and 
conviction of suspects in a number of high profile 
cases. Barry has been recognized by Madison 
Exchange Club, Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children and the State Attorney General’s Office 
for his work on Missing and Exploited Children. 
Members of ISB recognized Barry for his work, 
which included the cake pictured: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Sgt. Steve Britt: 
 

Sgt. Steve Britt took over as the commander of the 
Investigative Unit. Steve has been with the 
department for 15 years and has formerly been a 
patrol officer, Police School Liaison Officer, 
Detective and patrol Sergeant. Steve was sent to 
Evanston, IL in June for training at Northwestern 
University on managing a detective unit. Instructors 
and students came from all over the country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Officer Dave Kasdorf: 
 

In June of 2008, Officer Kasdorf left the Patrol 
Division and started a brand new position within the 
Investigative Services Bureau as Community 
Awareness Officer (CAO).  The CAO is responsible 
for coordinating all of the proactive and community 
related 
programs 
and 
events. 

 
 
 

Officer Dan Jones: 
 
Police Officer Dan Jones was assigned to the 
Investigative Services Bureau in mid-July. Dan was 
assigned to the Dane County Gang and Narcotics 
Unit for three months, then returned to the 
Investigative Services Bureau.  This is a 15 month 
assignment. Dan has been with the Police 
Department for six years. 

 
 

Officer Kim Olson: 
 
Officer Kim Olson passed her 18 month 
probationary period in June and was granted 
permanent status with the Department. Kim began 
work at the Department in September of 2006. Kim 
is a 2005 graduate from the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville where she obtained has a 
Bachelor’s Degree.  
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Department Awards / News     
 

2008  Department Awards     
     

 
 

Significant Anniversaries 
 

  5 years: Dan Jones (08/19/02), Jeremy Geiszler (11/11/02) and Tom Wilson (02/26/03)  
10 years: Wendy McKnight (09/08/97), Dave Haselow (12/10/97) and Rich O’Connor (02/02/98)  
20 Years: Rob Engelhart (04/04/88) 
25 years: Jeff Winer (08/02/82) and Craig Faga (09/01/82) 
 

  Outstanding Service Awards 

 

Sergeant Don Mueller: 

Middleton Police Department Sergeant Don 
Mueller was the recipient of the 2007 Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation, Bureau of 
Transportation Safety “Director’s Award” for 
outstanding efforts in traffic policing and traffic 
safety. The award was presented to Sergeant 
Mueller by Superintendent Dave Collins of the 
Wisconsin State Patrol and Major Dan Lonsdorf, 
the Director of the Bureau of Transportation Safety, 
at the 2007 Governor’s Conference on Highway 
Safety in Stevens Point. As a recipient of this 
award, Sergeant Mueller was sent by WI DOT to 
the National Life Saver Conference in Portland, 
Oregon in April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officer Michael Ash: 

 Mike has been a member of the Middleton Police 
Department since February 1, 1987. Mike has been 
involved in community activities, volunteering his 
time to Middleton EMS in years past.  Mike is a 
CPR trainer and has trained and re-certified 
Middleton police officers and employees in CPR 
and is currently re-certifying the entire Department 
in the new method of CPR which consists primarily 
of chest compressions. Mike has always made 
traffic safety and traffic enforcement a personal 
priority.  In the last five years, Mike has made 105 
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Operating While Intoxicated arrests, all the more 
significant given the fact that he works the 3:00 PM 
to 11:00 PM shift, when traditionally there are not a 
lot of intoxicated drivers arrested.  In 2007, Mike 
almost doubled the amount of traffic citations and 

warnings he issued compared to other officers.  
While Middleton officers are encouraged to be well 
rounded in their policing activities, Mike’s 
dedication to traffic safety is to be commended. 

 

Dispatcher Sue Buechner: 

 Sue has been a Middleton police dispatcher since 
March 8, 2005.Sue’s skills were put to the test on 
July 4, 2007, at 10:36 PM. Middleton police 
dispatch center received a cellular 911 call from the 
passenger of a vehicle which had plunged at least 
75 feet over a ledge at a nearby quarry.  The caller 
reported several people were trapped in the vehicle 
and were seriously injured.  Dispatcher Buechner 
was able to use GPS technology to determine where 
the accident occurred, calmed and reassured the 
caller, and extracted information from the caller so 
that police, firefighters and paramedics could find 
the exact location of the accident.  Although one 
person died in the accident, Dispatcher Buechner’s 
actions were critical in getting aid to the other 
injured passengers. 

 
Middleton Police Training Team - Sgts Troy Hellenbrand, Steve Britt and Darrin Zimmerman, Detective 
Craig Faga, Officers Greg Dixon, David Kasdorf, Rich O’Connor, Jeremy Geiszler and retired Sgt Dave 
Kromm:  
 
State law mandates that every police officer in 
Wisconsin receive 24 hours of training a year 
(although most Middleton officers receive in excess 
of the minimum).  Core areas of training are 
firearms, defense and arrest tactics, vehicle contacts 
and emergency vehicle operation.  The above 
named officers have received extensive training on  
instructing officers in these areas, typically 

conducted during in-service sessions every quarter.  
Several years ago, Middleton police combined 
efforts with Sun Prairie and Fitchburg police 
departments to provide in-service training for their 
officers. The Middleton training team has 
consistently led the way in providing innovative, 
evolving and timely training to the officers.  These 
training officers work long hours, often in 

unpleasant conditions 
with no benefits other 
than the self-
satisfaction they 
receive for their role 
in working with well 
trained officers and 
the knowledge that 
they are keeping the 
officers and the 
community they serve 
safe. 
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Special Recognition: 
 

 
Middleton Good Neighbor Award 

 

Van Nutt: 

Van is the very successful Executive Director of the 
Middleton Chamber of Commerce.  The Chamber’s 
mission is to promote a strong economy and a high 
quality of life for the greater Middleton community.  
The City of Middleton, thanks in large part to 
efforts of the Chamber of Commerce, was 
recognized in 2007 by Money Magazine as 
America’s #1 Place to Live. 
 
Van is an enthusiastic supporter of all things 
Middleton, including the Police Department, 
making the point that safety and quality of life 
issues are keys to making Middleton a good place 
to live. Van is a 2006 graduate of the Middleton 
Police Citizen Academy and a charter member of 
the board of directors of the Middleton Business 
Watch, a collaborative crime prevention and 
education effort between the business community 
and the Police Department.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tony Peterson: 

Tony is a long time Middleton resident who 
recently retired after a distinguished 25 year career 
with the Madison Police Department. As a police 
Lieutenant, Tony always reached out to area 
departments and improved the working relationship 
between his agency and the Middleton Police 
Department.  Tony has voluntarily participated in a 
number of interview panels for the Middleton 
Police Department for dispatcher, dispatcher 
supervisor, police officer and police supervisors.  
Tony is a member of the Middleton Public Safety 
Committee. 

The Department would like to congratulate Tony on 
his successful career with the Madison Police 
Department and thank him for his contribution to 
our community. 
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Middleton Fire Department: 
 
 
The Middleton Fire Department fills many roles, 
traditional and a bit non-traditional, which are very 
helpful to the Police Department. On three 
occasions this year, the Police Department has 
requested assistance from the Fire Department in 
locating missing people.  

These cases included a suicidal woman believed to 
be in the Nature Preserve, a man visiting relatives 
from out of town who left the residence in 
inclement weather without the proper clothing on  

 

 

and an elderly woman suffering dementia who also 
left in inclement weather without warm clothes.  In 
each case, the Fire Department responded with a 
full turnout and began a grid search, on foot and 
ATV, using computers with GPS technology to map 
areas that had been covered and those where 
searches needed to be completed.  

In each case, the missing person was located. The 
Police Department wishes to recognize the efforts 
of the Fire Department in this area and other areas 
of mutual concern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life Saving Awards 
 
Dispatcher Tim Hoeksema, Officers Travis 
Kakuske, Rick Wipperfurth and Matt Sherry: 
On May 2, 2007, at 3:29:22 AM, Dispatcher 
Hoeksema received a 911 call in reference to a 69 
year old male with no pulse and not breathing at a 
residence in the 6400 block of Elmwood Avenue.  
He immediately activated the alert tones.  He was 
clear and concise with the information and 
dispatched the officers immediately allowing an 
extremely fast response time. 

Officer Wipperfurth was first on scene and verified 
PNB status.  Officers Kakuske and Sherry arrived 
to assist Officer Wipperfurth with administrating 

CPR and one AED shock prior to paramedics 
arrival. The patient was transported to the UW 
Hospital and recovered from his medical condition. 
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Attorney General Award 

 
 
The Middleton Police Department received an 
award from Wisconsin Attorney General JB Van 
Hollen as part of the annual ceremony 
commemorating Wisconsin’s Missing Children and 
Adults.  The ceremony, held on June 20 at the State 
Capitol, was produced by the Department of 
Justice's Clearinghouse for Missing and Exploited 
Children and Adults to commemorate Wisconsin's 
904 missing children and 258 missing adults.  

The Middleton Police Department received the 
AMBER Alert Law Enforcement Award from 
Attorney General Van Hollen as a result of a 
missing children and AMBER Alert investigation in 
2007. The award was presented for outstanding 
public service in helping to protect and save the 
lives of children and adults. 

Along with Attorney General Van Hollen, 
Middleton Police Sgt. Barry Reynolds spoke at the 
ceremony, delivering a message of hope to the 

families of missing persons. Sgt. Reynolds was 
requested to speak at the ceremony by the 
Wisconsin Department of Justice because of his 
involvement in the training of state law 
enforcement officers in missing children 
investigations, and as an advocate for missing 
children and their families.

 

 
 

Bank Robbery Suspect Arrested 
 

 
On June 18, 2008, Jarrett M. James, 28, of 
Madison, was found guilty in Federal Court 
(Western District of Wisconsin) of two bank 
robberies occurring in Middleton after a three day 
jury trial.  The case was prosecuted by Assistant US 
Attorney John Vaudreuil. Both robberies occurred 
at Bank Mutual on Century Avenue.  The first 
robbery occurred on 03/16/06, the suspect pointed a 
gun at the tellers and obtained $62,000.00.  The 
second robbery occurred on 03/14/06, the same 
suspect again threatened the tellers with a gun and 
obtained $59,000.00. 
 
On July 17, 2008, a ceremony was held at the FBI 
Madison Office, recognizing the successful work by 
the police, FBI and Federal Prosecutor. 

Pictured (l to r): Madison Police Officer Lester 
Moore, Middleton Detective Craig Faga, Assistant 
US Attorney John Vaudreuil, Middleton Detective 
Darrin Zimmerman and FBI S/A Josh Mayers. 
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Physical Fitness Test 
 

In 2007, the Middleton Police Department instituted 
a pass/fail physical fitness standard for new recruits.  
The test consists of a 1.5 mile run within 15 
minutes and 54 seconds, 300 meter run within 68 
seconds, upper body strength test of bench press of 
.68x his/her total body weight one time or 25 push 
ups, 25 sit ups in one minute and minimum vertical 
jump of 15.5 inches. 
 
While conducting research for entry level physical 
fitness levels, the Department came to the 
realization of the potential health benefits as well as 
the necessity for our current officers to be able to 
meet these same standards.  In order to give an 
incentive to officers to maintain a healthy level of 
physical fitness, the Department requested money 
in the 2008 budget to award officers to maintain a 
healthy level of physical fitness.  The Department 
will hold two voluntary physical fitness assessments 
throughout the year, using the same standards as 

those used for new recruits.  Officers passing both 
assessments will be rewarded between $200.00 and 
$250.00.  
 
The tests for police officers were held in June and 
October.  Officers passing the test were: Chief Keil, 
Lt. Foulke, Sgt. Britt, Sgt. Hellenbrand, Sgt. 
Zimmerman, Detective Faga, Detective Haselow, 
Officer O’Connor, Officer Jones, Officer Geiszler, 
Officer Wood, Officer Wipperfurth and Officer 
Olson. 
 
Pictured below: Chief Keil finishing the 1.5 mile 
run at the Middleton High track and Sgt. 
Hellenbrand performing the vertical jump test. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rich O’Connor Retires 
 
 
On November 25, 2008, several members of the 
Middleton Police Department went to Monona to 
celebrate the retirement of Lt. Rich O’Connor.  Lt. 
O’Connor spent over 40 years in law enforcement, 
nine years with the Chicago Police Department, 
four years as the Chief in Monticello, WI, and 27 
years with the Monona Police Department.  Rich is 
pictured below with his son, Rich O’ Connor Jr., a 
Middleton Police Officer for ten years (only 30 
more years to go, Rich).  
 

 



 

___________________________________________________________________________ 42

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Police Department Building 
 
 
 

The Middleton Police Department has been in its 
current location on Hubbard Ave. since 1956. Due 
to the growth of the city and personnel additions the 
department has severely outgrown this building. 

 
The Police department has had plans for a new 
Police Department Building approved by the 
Middleton City Council and the Plan Commission.  

 
 
 
 

The new building (shown above) will be 
constructed on land which was previously 
purchased by the City on Donna Dr. near 
Parmenter St. 

 
The project has been put out to bid and is ready to 
begin once the contract and final funding are 
approved. With this approval the project is ready to 
move forward with possible ground breaking in mid 
March to early April of 2009 with completion 
slated for April 2010. 
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Appendix          
 
 
2008 Organizational Chart       
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2008 Crime & Arrest Data      
 

The following data and charts were derived from 
police records and may be of interest to internal or 
external readers.  The numbers of index crimes 
reported to police were up sharply in 2008, 
returning to 2004 levels, after a three-year decline.  
This increase is attributed to a rise in simple 
assaults and property crimes, especially burglary 

and a 245% increase in larcenies at Middleton High 
School.  Although increased, the violent crime rate 
remains low by comparison, but at this early date it 
is not possible to determine if the rise in the overall 
and property crime rates are unique to Middleton or 
a regional or national trend.                

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INDEX CRIMES by YEAR

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

Total Index Crimes

Personal Crimes

Property Crimes

Total Index Crimes 569 621 620 622 581 521 469 619

Personal Crimes 63 75 71 81 78 67 40 82

Property Crimes 506 546 549 541 503 454 429 537

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008



 

___________________________________________________________________________ 45

VIOLENT CRIME RATE
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PROPERTY CRIME RATE
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Citizen Calls for Service by Month 
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Citizen Calls for Service by Hour of Day 
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% of All Officer Minutes on Calls for Service by Shift

7A-3P
28%

3P-11P
42%

11P-7A
30%

CALL NATURE 
2008 % 
Change 

from 
2007 

2008 % 
Change 

from 
2006 

2008 
Count 

2007 
Count 

2006 
Count 

911 DISCONNECT 72% 81% 476 276 263
ABDUCTION 300% 14% 8 2 7
AC ACCIDENT 4% 17% 758 731 649
ACI ACCIDENT W/ INJURIES -23% -55% 20 26 44
ACM ASSIST 
CITIZEN/MOTORIST 7% 37% 2,149 2,002 1,564
ACP ACCIDENT W/ PIN  -100% 0 0 1
ACS ACCIDENT W/ SQUAD 0% 0% 1 1 1
ADC ASSIST DANE COUNTY 
SHERIFF 208% 363% 37 12 8
AIRCRAFT INCIDENT   0 0 0
AL ALARM -10% -3% 721 805 747
ALCOHOL VIOLATION -2% 49% 55 56 37
ALF ALARM FIRE 25% 23% 169 135 137
ALT ALARM/SIREN TEST -100% -100% 0 2 3
AMP ASSIST MADISON POLICE 50% -67% 15 10 46
ANB ANIMAL BITE 15% 0% 31 27 31
ANC ANIMAL COMPLAINT 12% -4% 358 319 372
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AOD ASSIST OTHER DEPT -14% 9% 994 1,158 911
APC ANNOYING PHONE -11% 5% 99 111 94
ARC ARCHING WIRES  -100% 0 0 2
ARS ARSON INVESTIGATION 100%  2 1 0
ATTEMPT SUICIDE 175% -35% 11 4 17
BAR CHECK 109% 97% 295 141 150
BATTERY -21% -21% 23 29 29
BOMB THREAT  100% 2 0 1
BUO BURGLARY OCCURRED 79% 62% 84 47 52
BUP BURGLARY IN PROGRESS 600% 250% 7 1 2
CIVIL MATTER 136% 120% 33 14 15
CO ALARM W/ ILLNESS      
CODE ENFORCEMENT 3% 44% 62 60 43
CP CHECK PERSON -4% 25% 480 499 385
CPR CHECK PROPERTY 9% 12% 877 806 782
CWE CHECK WELFARE 58% 33% 304 193 229
DAM DAMAGE TO PROPERTY -35% -30% 180 275 258
DEATH INVESTIGATION 36% 12% 19 14 17
DIRECTED PATROL 633% 1000% 22 3 2
DISTURBANCE -1% -5% 515 520 543
DOM DISTURBANCE-DOMESTIC 6% 54% 148 140 96
ELEVATOR PROBLEM  0% 4 0 4
EMS 2% 9% 926 909 846
FD FIRE DUMPSTER 0% 50% 3 3 2
FG FIRE GRASS 0% -50% 1 1 2
FIGHT 150% 100% 40 16 20
FIRE -9% -5% 42 46 44
FLUSH GAS 0%  3 3 0
FOLLOWUP 90% 339% 1,303 687 297
FRAUD 6% 11% 115 108 104
FS FIRE STRUCTURE 100%  2 1 0
FVI VEHICLE FIRE/INSIDE -100%  0 2 0
FVO VEHICLE FIRE/OUTSIDE 0% 400% 5 5 1
GAMBLING   0 0 0
HAZMAT INCIDENT -50%  1 2 0
HOMICIDE   0 0 0
INFORMATION 0% 19% 678 677 572
LICENSE AND PERMITS 600% 600% 7 1 1
MALICIOUS MISCHIEF 0% 0% 27 27 27
MIA MISSING ADULT 36% 111% 19 14 9
MIJ MISSING JUVENILE -33% -18% 42 63 51
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MISDIAL/ACCIDENTAL 911 
CALL -18% 64% 265 324 162
NOISE DISTURBANCE -5% 2% 349 369 343
ODOR/NATURAL GAS 
INVESTIGATION -29% -25% 12 17 16
P PARKING -10% -3% 724 801 750
PA PARKING ALIBI 26% 94% 91 72 47
PARKS VIOLATION -60% -93% 2 5 30
PF PROPERTY-FOUND 5% 2% 222 211 217
PL PROPERTY-LOST 4% 187% 86 83 30
PRESERVE THE PEACE 55% 14% 73 47 64
PRR PROPERTY-RECOVERED 
STOLEN 133% 17% 7 3 6
REKINDLE -100%  0 1 0
RESCUE WATER/ICE   0 0 0
RO ROBBERY OCCURRED -33% -69% 4 6 13
ROP ROBBERY IN PROGRESS  -100% 0 0 1
SAT SPEED AWARENESS 
TRAILER 33% 54% 40 30 26
SEVERE WEATHER/ALERT -20% 33% 8 10 6
SMOKE INVESTIGATION -20% -27% 8 10 11
SPECIAL EVENT  400% 5 0 1
STATUS OFFENSE 37% -20% 71 52 89
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY 7% 2% 389 362 380
SXA SEXUAL ASSAULT 46% -37% 19 13 30
SXC SEXUAL CONDUCT -40% -40% 3 5 5
T THEFT  29% 30% 431 334 331
TA THEFT-FROM AUTO  0% -9% 86 86 95
TB THEFT-BIKE  157% 71% 36 14 21
TC TRAFFIC COMPLAINT  24% 21% 412 333 341
THREATS  -13% -5% 58 67 61
TM THEFT-OF M/V  -40% -17% 25 42 30
TN TRAFFIC NON-MOTORIZED   -100% 0 0 1
TR THEFT-RETAIL  -50% -44% 10 20 18
TRESPASS  -47% -47% 20 38 38
TS TRAFFIC STOP  -14% -6% 3,985 4,613 4,260
UCS UNIFORM CONTROL 
SUBSTANCE 

 
 106% 98% 103 50 52

UNKNOWN  43% 67% 10 7 6
WARRANT SERVICE/P&P  -50% -70% 67 134 223
WEAPONS VIOLATION  -25% -25% 6 8 8

 


