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director's note
If ever there was a summer in dire need of a comedy, it’s the
summer of 2020! Welcome to the first-ever VIRTUAL theatrical
presentation by the Middleton Recreation Dept’s Creative Drama
Program! This year, we are very happy to share THREE raucous
adaptations of Plautus’s classic Roman Comedies- Mostellaria
(The Haunted House), Aulularia (Pot of Gold), and Trinnumus (A
Three Dollar Day)!
Although we couldn’t run this program “as we know it”, I’m very
proud of the adjustments we made in order to ensure our
participants could experience the essence of the process. Our
goal in the Creative Drama Program is first and foremost to foster
positive, creative connections between our participants. From
what i’ve seen, we absolutely achieved that goal this summer! I’ve
witnessed new friendships, deeper connections, and amazing
support across all three small groups. The icing on the cake is the
product you will see in these video performances- I hope you’re
ready to fall over laughing at these lighthearted comedies!
Please sit back in the comfort of your own home, and allow
yourself to escape into this ancient Roman world- let the wily
Tranio trick you into thinking your own house is haunted. Join the
old Miser Euclio in his futile attempt to secure his pot of gold.
Cheer on young Lysiteles as he attempts to become engaged to
his poverty-stricken friend Lesbonicus’ sister! I am confident that
these talented young actors will entertain and delight you with
their antics. As they say, laughter is the best medicine. Enjoy!
-Abbie Hannam, Coordinating Director

Mostellaria: A Haunted House
Student Director's Note
This play is titled “Haunted House”, or in Ancient Roman,
Mostellaria. This is a comedy about a sneaky servant
named Tranio, who upon his master’s return, has to think
of a quick way to trick him into believing that he had not
spent all his money. I loved working with the kids and
seeing them blossom as actors and friends. I am so
grateful for all the time I could have spent with them. I
loved playing mafia and alien with them. I also loved
taking the group photo and writing the notes. Thank you
to the cast for being such amazing people and coming up
with so many creative ideas. I hope you guys enjoyed the
time spent here!
-Gabby Hellmer, Student Director

Summary
The son, Philolaches, and servant, Tranio, of an old man named Theopropides
waste all his money while he is out of town on business. When Theopropides
returns, Tranio convinces him that his own house is haunted, so he cannot
enter it. This play also involves a silly friend Callidamates, tricking a money
lender, Mysargyrides, and a rich neighbor, Simo, and lots of comical hiding
and chasing. It ends when Tranio is found out, but also forgiven.

Mostellaria: A Haunted House

Lucia Rey

Isla Holmstrom

Tranio

Theopropides

Brooke Von Bergen
Philolaches; Servant

Chiara Bauer

Kaitlin Resner

Callidamates; Servant

Grumio; Friend

Mostellaria: A Haunted House

Sam Bauch

Matthew Peters

Pinacium; Friend; Servant

Phaniscus; Friend; Servant

Helena Harris

Camille Felten

Misargyrides

Simo; Servant

trinummus: A THREE DOLLAR DAY
Student Director's Note
This summer, I have been given the opportunity to direct Trinummus (The
Three Dollar Day) written by Plautus. This play is about a foolish young man
who has squandered all of his money. How the characters react to this will
most definitely have you laughing for the entire show! So I don’t spoil the fun, I
will leave the rest of the plot for the characters to describe, and for you to
discover. The cast and I have had a wonderful time during this process! Given
the circumstances (COVID-19), the process of this program has been a bit
altered this year. But even while enforcing social distancing, sanitizing, and
wearing masks, we had to come together more than ever before. So many
bonds, inside jokes, and friendships have been made and strengthened during
this process and I am so happy to have worked with such a wonderful group of
people. I have so many favorite moments, but I have to recognize a really
special one to me. One of my favorite moments would have to be when I had a
bit of a bad day, and how my cast reacted after. They gave me some very
reassuring and kind words over text and they instantly made my day better by
doing so. I am so lucky to have had such a kind group of kids to work with.
Finally I would like to give a huge thank you! Thank you so much to my cast for
being perseverance and doing an amazing job in this production of Trinummus!
You all executed this show even better than I imagined it to be and I am so
proud of all of you! I cannot wait to see what you do next.
Enjoy the show!
-Evie Washburn, Student Director of Trinummus (Three Dollar Day)

Summary

A young man, Lesbonicus, squanders his father, Charmides’, fortune while Charmides is away on
business. The father’s friend named Callicles, who is guardian for Lesbonicus and his sister,
purchases the house in order to save a hidden fortune that is inside. Meanwhile Lesbonicus’
friend, Lysiteles, is in love with the sister, and asks Lesbonicus for her hand in marriage.
Lesbonicus insists on giving Lysiteles his last piece of land as dowry. In an attempt to fix
everything, Callicles hires an imposter to impersonate a messenger from Charmides, delivering
the hidden money as a dowry. Charmides returns early, causing chaos. All ends well.
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aulularia: a pot of gold
Student Director's Note
In Aulularia (Pot of Gold) by Plautus, the old, greedy, miser Euclio has a pot of gold that he
hides from everyone, pretending to be very poor. Euclio’s paranoia over his pot of gold gets
in the way of his daughter Phaedria’s marriage to her true love, and spikes when his
precious gold is stolen. What will happen when the nephew of Euclio’s rich neighbor who is
set to marry Phaedria, Lyconides, offers to find the gold - but only if he is promised
Phaedria’s hand in marriage?
The rehearsal process has been long and crazy, but every second was amazing. After being a
part of the Creative Drama program for seven years, I’ve gained a great understanding of
how everything works, but this cast still blew me off my feet with their passion, humor, and
kindness. Theatre is all about making connections and new friendships that can last for a
lifetime. By the day we recorded, the Aulularia cast had turned into a tight-knit theatre
family ready to perform to their best ability.
A great memory everybody from the cast will remember is the game show “Find That Gold”
created through the way Euclio says one of his lines. The cast wanted to create a game showesque video spinoff of the line, which was great fun for all involved. We ended up with a
video showcasing four different attempts of the game show, as well as a conclusion
determining which cast member “found the gold”.
Throughout this unique summer program, the actors showed a new versatility, dedication,
and love for theatre that I rarely get to see. I’d like to give a huge thank you to the cast of
Aulularia for a wonderful month of theatre - Enjoy the video, y’all’s did amazing!
Evelyn Anderson, Student Director of Aulularia (Pot of Gold)

Summary
An old miser named Euclio greedily protects his pot of gold in his house. His rich
neighbor, Megadorus, asks to marry Euclio’s daughter and is granted
permission, not knowing that his nephew, Lyconides, is already in love with her.
Lyconides’ servant tricks Euclio and steals the gold, but is eventually found out
by Lyconides, who returns it as a gesture of goodwill. All ends well when Euclio
has a change of heart and gifts the gold to his daughter as dowry.
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