Trailhead

Historic
Pheasant Branch Crossing

A new trailhead at Century Avenue
and Pheasant Branch Creek would
connect the existing bike path and
Conservancy walking paths, and
would provide connection to Allen
Court. Features of the trailhead would
include:
•

Public restrooms

•

Bike parking

•

Public vehicle parking

•

Drinking fountain

•

Separated pedestrian access under
Century Avenue to improve safety
for joggers, kids, and families

•

Pedestrian bridge over Creek
providing trail connection

•

Potential public space available
for rent

D I S T R I C T

Celebrating Middleton’s oldest historic settlement

Stormwater Management Infrastructure for Creek and Communit y
Currently, the stormwater from area structures and public roadway flows untreated into Pheasant Branch Creek. With the
opportunity to redevelop the area, the City can add the needed stormwater pre-treatment devices to reduce the sediment and
phosphorous load that is present in stormwater that currently outfalls directly into the Creek. This is an infrastructure improvement
that is critical not only to the neighborhood, Creek and Conservancy, but also to the health of Lake Mendota.
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iddleton’s historic Pheasant Branch Crossing District has a long and notable history.
Located on the area’s original stagecoach route, Pheasant Branch (as it was called in
1836) was one of the many communities vying to become the Capital of the new Wisconsin
territory. Remnants of that early settlement still remain in the district surrounding Pheasant
Branch Creek—including the historic Stamm House, a stone blacksmith shop, and the
Palmer House, among others.
Today the City is embracing the opportunity to celebrate these historic structures and their
location proximate to the Pheasant Branch Creek, trails, and Conservancy; highlighting their
history and architecture as key ingredients of the district’s unique flavor; and thoughtfully
g
y
repurposing these structures to draw new activity and investment to
an attractive, pedestrian-oriented district. This vision is the heart of
the Pheasant Branch Crossing District concept plan.
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Implementation
The following initial steps are recommended to implement the historic Pheasant Branch Crossing District vision:

4

•

Establish district design guidelines for new developments and existing building renovations

•

Consider establishing a historic district

•

Continue to work with community partners to implement public improvements and appropriate development
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Historic Stamm House: a neighborhood landmark
Reinvestment success story creates new opportunities for reinvestment
The recent renovation and new ownership of the
historic 1847 at the Stamm House is feeding a
local food passion among it patrons and drawing
new guests. The City hopes to encourage
complementary businesses to locate in the district
to support this reinvestment and create a complete
bike- and pedestrian-oriented food destination.
The blacksmith shop on Branch Street offers one
opportunity for creative reuse of a historic structure.
Other businesses that would complement the
area include a bike shop, wellness center, events
space, and boutique hotel. Existing businesses are
encouraged to incorporate historic elements into
their buildings.

Planned redevelopment and infrastructure projects
The new trailhead, stormwater management improvements, and district streetscape are essential to the social, economic and
environmental health of this district. To fund them, and to bring new vibrancy to the area, redevelopment and infill projects with
increased taxable value are needed within the historic Pheasant Branch Crossing District. The City may use the tax increment
generated by private investment to construct the needed public infrastructure.

Fulfilling overall goals for the area
This vision for the district includes several interdependent projects including
a new trailhead, stormwater management, and redevelopment opportunities.
Working together they fulfill the goals the community has set for the area within
Middleton’s Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District 5:

2

•

Removing blight

•

Promoting high-density commercial and residential infill to curtail urban
sprawl

•

Providing workforce housing near employment and commercial centers

•

Focusing on sustainable and “green” infill developments

•

Redeveloping existing uses that complement the surrounding
neighborhoods

•

Continuing stormwater management improvements between TID #3 and
the Pheasant Branch Conservancy/Lake Mendota

R esidential Projects
Two potential residential housing opportunities could replace aging and blighted
structures in the district; one currently proposed and one future. The first
opportunity is a developer proposing to replace aging, blighted single family
buildings along Century Avenue with a multi-family building. The developer
is assuming responsibility for the site’s own stormwater management, and
has reduced the developable area of the site to help the City accommodate
a public trailhead. The second housing opportunity is located at the former
grocery store on Century Avenue. The existing building foundation and walls
may be incorporated into a new building, while a multi-story project would
provide views of the Conservancy and Lake Mendota. Further redevelopment
possibilities in the district would require razing existing residential properties.
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