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ARTICLE I: INTRODUCTION AND DEFINITIONS 

Section 10.01.01: Title 
This Chapter shall be known, cited, and referred to as the City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance, except 
whereas referred to herein, where it shall be known as òthis Chapteró or òthis Ordinance.ó 

Section 10.01.02: Authority  
This Chapter is enacted pursuant to the authority granted by the State of Wisconsin Statutes. Specific 
statutory references are provided within the body of this Chapter solely as a means of assisting the reader.  
Wis. Stats. § 62.23(7), 62.231, 87.30, Wisconsin Statutes. 

Section 10.01.03: Purpose and Intent 
This Chapter is adopted for the purpose of protecting the health, safety, morals, comfort, convenience, and 
general welfare of the public. This Chapter is designed to control and lessen congestion in the streets; to 
provide for safe and efficient circulation of all modes of transportation, including transit, pedestrian, and 
bicycle traffic; to regulate the location, construction, reconstruction, alteration, and use of buildings, 
structures, and land; to secure safety from fire, panic, and other dangers; to encourage a mix of land uses, at 
densities that support transit and non-motorized transportation, that reflect the scale, character, and urban 
design of the existing neighborhoods, to protect and enhance natural resources; to promote the appropriate 
density and intensity of development; to promote activity, safety, and economic viability; to promote adequate 
light, air, privacy, and convenience of access to property; to protect groundwater resources; to prevent the 
overcrowding of land; to reduce inequalities of resource allocation and the externalities of the use of land; to 
fix reasonable standards to which buildings, structures, and uses shall conform; promote the conservation of 
energy and utilization of renewable resource; to promote property improvements and upkeep; to be adaptable 
to new types, formats, and mixes of land uses to reflect changing preferences, economics, and technologies; 
to avoid undue concentration of population; to preserve, protect, and promote property values; to facilitate 
the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks, and other public facilities; and to 
preserve burial sites as defined in Wis. Stats. § 157.70(1)(b). It is also the intent of this Chapter is to 
implement certain goals and objectives of the City of Middleton Comprehensive Plan, which are best 
addressed through zoning approaches, as enabled by Wisconsin Statutes.  

Section 10.01.04: Separability and Non-Liability 
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City of Middleton Common Council that provisions of this 
Chapter are separable in accordance with the following:  

(1) If any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge any provision of this Chapter to be invalid, such 
judgment shall not affect any other provisions of this Chapter not specifically included in said 
judgment.  

(2) If any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge invalid the application of any portion of this 
Chapter to a particular property, water, building, or structure, such judgment shall not affect the 
application of said provision to any other property, water, building, or structure not specifically 
included in said judgment. 

(3) If any requirement or limitation attached to an authorization given under this Chapter is found invalid, 
it shall be presumed that the authorization would not have been granted without the requirement or 
limitation and, therefore, said authorization shall also be invalid. 

(4) The City does not guarantee, warrant, or represent that only those areas designated as floodplain will 
be subject to periodic inundation and hereby asserts that there is no liability on the part of the City, its 
officers, employees, agents, or representatives for any flood damages, sanitation problems, or structural 
damages. 
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Section 10.01.05: Abrogation 
It is also not intended that this Chapter abrogate, repeal, annul, impair, or interfere with any existing 
easements, covenants, deed restrictions, agreements, rules, regulations, or permits previously adopted or 
issued pursuant to law. 

Section 10.01.06: Rules of Interpretation 

(1) In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this Chapter shall be held to be the minimum 
requirements for the promotion of the public health, safety, morals, and welfare. 

(2) Where property is affected by the regulations imposed by any provision of this Chapter and by other 
governmental regulations, the regulations which are more restrictive or which impose higher standards 
or requirements shall prevail. Regardless of any other provision of this Chapter, no land shall be 
developed or used, and no structure erected or maintained, in violation of any state or federal 
regulations. Where there are conflicts between or among regulations within this Chapter, the 
regulations that are more restrictive or which impose higher standards or requirements shall prevail. In 
all instances, where there are conflicts between the text of this Chapter and any tables or figures of this 
Chapter, the text shall prevail.  

(3) No structure, land, water, or air shall hereafter be used and no structure or part thereof shall hereafter 
be located, erected, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, converted, or structurally altered 
without a building permit, except structures not requiring a building permit per the Building Code 
(Chapter 11 of the City of Middleton Municipal Ordinance), and without full compliance with the 
provisions of this Chapter and all other applicable local, county, and state regulations. 

(4) Nothing herein contained shall require any changes in plans, construction, size, or designated use of 
any building or part thereof for which a building permit has been issued before the effective date of 
this Chapter, and the construction of which shall have been started within two years from the date of 
such permit. 

(5) Except as provided in this Chapter, under provisions for nonconforming uses, nonconforming 
developments, substandard lots, and nonconforming structures and buildings (see Article V), no 
building, structure, development, or premises shall be hereinafter used or occupied, and no applicable 
permit granted, that does not conform to the requirements of this Chapter.  

(6) In cases of mixed occupancy or mixed use buildings, the regulations for each land use shall apply to 
the portion of the structure or land so occupied or so used. In the case of buildings containing both 
residential and nonresidential uses, the density, intensity, and bulk standards for nonresidential 
buildings shall apply. 

(7) Except for outlots authorized by Chapter 19 Land Division and Subdivision Regulations to contain 
permanently protected green space area, no yard or other open space area shall be considered as 
providing a yard or open space for a building or structure on any other lot.  

Section 10.01.07: Jurisdiction  

(1) This Chapter is applicable to all territory located within the corporate limits of the City of Middleton. 
See Chapter X for the Town of Westport/City of Middleton Extraterritorial Zoning Ordinance.  

Section 10.01.08: Reserved 

Section 10.01.09: Effective Date 
This Chapter shall become effective upon passage and publication according to law, following the date of 
repeal and recreation of the Official Zoning Ordinance and Map. All plans approved under previous zoning 
regulations shall be valid and may be used to obtain permits for a period of not more than one year after the 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article I: Introduction and Definitions  

 Section 10.01.10: Applicability  

Draft 10 8.22.23 

effective date of this Chapter, except where subject to developer agreement provisions such as Planned 
Developments.  

Section 10.01.10: Applicability 
(1) All Sections of this Chapter are applied to all properties, all development activity, and all uses of land 

and property within the City of Middleton. Beyond this Chapter, these kinds of activities are subject to 
all City, State, and Federal requirements.   

(2) The use of land is generally addressed in Articles II and III. Development activities including 
redevelopment and building and site renovations are regulated throughout the ordinance rather than in 
any one section or article. 

(3) Where questions of applicability arise, the interpretation of applicability falls under the duties of the 
Zoning Administrator. 

Sections 10.01.12 to 10.01.20: Reserved  

Section 10.01.21: Word Usage 
The interpretation of this Chapter shall abide by the provisions and rules of this Section, except where the 
context clearly requires otherwise, or where the result would clearly be inconsistent with the apparent intent 
of this Chapter. 

(1) Words used or defined in one tense or form shall include other tenses and derivative forms. 

(2) Words in the singular number shall include the plural number, and words in the plural number shall 
include the single number. 

(3) The masculine gender shall include the feminine, and vice versa. 

(4) The words òshall,ó òmust,ó and òwilló are mandatory. 

(5) The words òmay,ó òcan,ó and òmightó are permissive. 

(6) The word òpersonó includes individuals, firms, corporations, partnerships, associations, trusts, and any 
other legal entity. 

(7) The word òCityó shall mean the City of Middleton, Wisconsin. 

(8) The word òcountyó shall mean the County of Dane, Wisconsin. 

(9) The word òstateó shall mean the State of Wisconsin. 

(10) The words òPlan Commissionó shall mean the City of Middleton Plan Commission. 

(11) The word òCounciló shall refer to the City of Middleton Common Council. 

(12) The words òBoardó or òBoard of Appealsó shall refer to the City of Middleton Board of Zoning 
Appeals. 

(13) The words òTitleó, òCodeó, òOrdinanceó or òChapteró refer to the City of Middleton Zoning 
Ordinance (Chapter 10), unless an alternative numeric reference is provided.  

(14) If there is any ambiguity between the text of this Chapter and any illustration or figure, the text shall 
control. 
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Section 10.01.22: Abbreviations 
The following abbreviations in this Chapter are intended to have the following meanings: 

Abbreviation Meaning 

ft Foot 

NA Not applicable 

sq. ft. Square feet  

Wis. Stats. Wisconsin Statutes 

Section 10.01.23: Definitions 
The following words, terms and phrases, wherever they occur in this Chapter, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them by this Section. If a term used in Chapter is not defined in this Section or elsewhere in this 
Chapter, the definition of said term will be provided by the Zoning Administrator, based on professional 
sources available including the American Planning Association and Urban Land Institute. For definitions of 
specific land uses, refer to Article III. For definitions of specific sign types, refer to Chapter 22. Definitions 
provided by this Section include: 

Access: A means of providing vehicular or non-vehicular egress from or ingress to a property, public right-
of-way, or private roadway. 

Acre: 43,560 square feet. 

Accessory structure, nonresidential: See Article III. A structure that: (1) is located on the same lot, tract, or 
development parcel as the primary nonresidential building; (2) is clearly incidental to and customarily found in 
connection with a primary building or use; and (3) is subordinate to and serving a primary building or use.   

Accessory structure, residential: See Article III. A structure accessory to a residential use including but not 
limited to structures used to shelter parked passenger vehicles (including garages and carports), structures 
used to store residential maintenance equipment of the subject property, workshops, kennels, boathouses, 
and pool houses. Residential accessory structures may be attached or detached from the principal residential 
structure.  

Accessory structure, attached: An accessory structure which is physically connected to the principal 
building. Attached accessory structures shall be considered part of the principal structure and are subject to 
the setback standards for principal structures. Attached defines the relationship between another building and 
a dwelling, meaning at least one of the following conditions are present: 

1. There is a continuous, weatherproof roof between the two structures. Note: The sides are not required to 
be enclosed with walls. 

2. There is a continuous, structural floor system between the two structures. 

3. There is a continuous foundation system between the two structures.   

Accessory structure, detached: An accessory structure which is not physically attached to the principal 
building. A minor connection between structures (outside of anything defined in Accessory structure, 
attached) does not render an accessory structure attached. Detached accessory structures are subject to 
setback standards for accessory structures.   

Accessory use: A use subordinate to the principal use of a building or lot and serving a purpose customarily 
incidental to the principal land use. Accessory uses in residential districts shall not involve the conduct of any 
business, trade, or industry, except as defined as a Home Occupation, and shall not include the boarding of 
animals or the keeping of fowl or farm animals (except pets or as otherwise permitted by the Municipal 
Code).  
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Addition:  Any construction that increases the size of a building or structure in terms of site coverage, height, 
length, width, or gross floor area. 

Address: The number or other designation assigned by the Zoning Administrator to a housing unit, business 
establishment, or other structure or site for purposes of mail delivery, and emergency services. 

Agent of owner: A person authorized in writing by the property owner to represent and act for a property 
owner in contacts with City employees, boards, committees, commissions, and the Common Council, 
regarding matters regulated by the Zoning Ordinance. 

Affordable housing: Households with an income at or below sixty percent area median income limits. 

Airport: Any area of land designated, set aside, used, or intended for use, for the landing and take-off of 
aircraft, and any appurtenant areas designated, set aside, used, or intended for use, for airport buildings or 
other airport facilities, rights-of-way, or approach zones, together with all airport buildings and facilities 
located thereon. 

Airport hazard: Any structure, object, or natural growth, or use of land which obstructs the airspace required 
for the flight of aircraft in landing or taking off at an airport or which is otherwise hazardous to such landing 
and taking off.  

Alley: A minor public right-of-way/street or thoroughfare providing secondary access to a property. Alley 
access does not constitute frontage for the purposes of minimum lot frontage. 

Alteration: Any change, addition, or modification in construction (other than maintenance), or any change in 
the structural members of buildings such as load-bearing walls, columns, beams, girders, etc.  

Animal unit: A measure which represents a common denominator for the purpose of defining a Husbandry 
or Intensive Agricultural land use. The animal unit measure relates to the maximum carrying capacity of one 
acre of land and is related to the amount of feed various species consume, and the amount of waste they 
produce. The following figure indicates the number of common farm species which comprise a single animal 
unit: 

Figure 10.01.23a: Animal Units 

Type of 
Livestock 

# of Animals/ 
Animal Unit 

Type of 
Livestock 

# of Animals/ 
Animal Unit 

Type of 
Livestock 

# of Animals/ 
Animal Unit 

Horse (>2 yrs) 1 Calves (<1 yr) 5 Lambs 14 

Colt (<2 yrs) 2 
Brood Sow or 

Boar 
2 

Chickens ð Egg 
Layers 

30 

Cattle (>2 yrs) 1 
Hogs (up to 

220 lbs) 
3 

Chickens ð 
Fryers 

60 

Cattle (<2 yrs) 2 Sheep 10 Turkeys 50 

Source: The Stockmanõs Handbook 

 

Appeal: A means for obtaining review of a decision, determination, order, or failure to act pursuant to the 
terms of this Chapter as expressly authorized by the provisions of Section 10.10.52. 

Automobile: Any self-propelled vehicle designed primarily for transportation of persons or goods along 
public streets or alleys, or other public ways. 

Awning: A shielding or decorative fixture attached to a structure and extending from the face of the 
structure that is permanent in nature, which may be fixed or retractable.  

Balcony: A platform that is attached to and projects from the wall of a principal or accessory building and is 
surrounded by a railing or balustrade.  This definition is different and separate from a porch, deck, fire 
escape, etc.  
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Basement: That portion of a building between the floor and ceiling, having at least one-half of its height 
below grade.  

Berm:  An earthen mound designed to provide visual interest on a site, screen undesirable views, reduce 
noise, or fulfill other such purposes. 

Block: The property abutting the street between the two nearest intersecting or intercepting streets. A 
railroad right-of-way, the boundary line of un-subdivided acreage, or a body of water shall be regarded the 
same as an intersecting or intercepting street for the purpose of defining a òblock.ó  

Boat: A vehicle designed for operation as a watercraft propelled by oars, sails, or engine(s). 

Boarding house living arrangement: A residential land use where occupancy of a dwelling unit is shared by 
up to eight unrelated adult individuals (see Section 10.03.06). 

Boathouse: A structure used for the storage of watercraft and associated materials which has one or more 
walls or sides.  

Bufferyard: Any permitted combination of distance, vegetation, fencing, and berming which results in a 
reduction of visual, noise and other interaction with an adjoining property.  

Buildable area: The area remaining on a lot after the minimum setback, drainage provisions, and other site 
constraint requirements of this ordinance have been met. 

Buildable width: The width of the lot left to be built upon after the side yards are provided. 

Buildable depth: The depth of the lot left to be built upon after the front and rear yards are provided. 

Building:  A structure with a permanent location on the land, having a roof that may provide shelter, support, 
protection, or enclosure of persons, animals, or property of any kind.  

Building coverage: The percentage of a lot covered by principal and accessory buildings or structures. 

Building footprint:  The outline of the total area covered by a buildingõs perimeter at the ground level. 

Building height: The vertical distance from the established grade to (a) the highest point of a flat roof; (b) 
the deck line of a mansard roof; (c) the average height between eaves and ridge for a gable, hip and gambrel 
roof; or (d) a point on the roof directly above the highest wall of a shed roof.  

Building, principal:  A building in which the main or principal use of the lot is conducted.  

Building separation: The narrowest distance between two buildings (see minimum building separation). 

Bulk: The size and setbacks of buildings or structures and the location of same with respect to one another, 
and includes the following: 

1. Size and height of buildings; 

2. Location of the perimeter of the building at all levels in relation to lot lines, streets, or to other buildings; 

3. Gross floor area of buildings in relation to lot area (floor area ratio or FAR); 

4. All open spaces allocated to buildings; 

5. Amount of lot area provided per dwelling unit 

Caliper: A measurement of the size of a tree equal to the diameter of its trunk measurement four foot above 
natural grade.  

Canopy: A structure attached and extending from the face of a building, constructed as a permanent fixture. 

Capacity: The maximum lawful level of designed use of any structure, or part thereof, as determined by the 
Cityõs adopted building code and expressed in terms of occupants, seats, persons, employees, or other units 
specified by the building code. 
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Civic use: A publicly or quasi-publicly owned and managed facility for meetings, conventions, or exhibitions 
and other community, social, and multi-purpose uses. Typical uses include those listed under Institutional 
Land Uses (Section 10.03.12). 

Club:  A structure and facility owned or operated by a corporation, association, person, or persons, for a 
social, educational, or recreational purpose, but not primarily for profit and not primarily to render a service 
which is customarily carried on as a business. 

Comprehensive plan: The long-range vision for the desirable use and development of land in the City as 
officially adopted and as amended from time to time by the Plan Commission and certified to the Council.  

Conditional use:  A use which may be appropriate or desirable in a specific zone but requires special 
consideration and review prior to approval because if not carefully located or designed, said use may not be 
deemed compatible with neighborhood uses or may create special problems that impact neighboring lands, 
public facilities, or the environment or general welfare. All such uses are only allowed under a Conditional 
Use Permit. See Section 10.10.32 for applicable procedures. 

Condominium: An estate in real property consisting of an undivided interest in common with other 
purchasers in a portion of a parcel of real property, together with separate interest in space. A condominium 
may include, in addition, separate interest in other portions of such property pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 703. 

Court: An open space within one lot which is surrounded by structures on more than 50 percent of its 
perimeter. 

Covenant: A contract between two or more parties which constitutes a restriction of a particular parcel of 
land. 

Deck: An uncovered and open platform built above grade and attached to, or separated from, a principal or 
accessory building, typically supported by pillars or posts. Decks are considered to be part of a building or 
structure. Setbacks shall be measured from the outermost physical boundary of the deck.  

Density: A term used to describe the number of dwelling units per acre. 

Design standards: A guideline/specification or set of guidelines/specifications regarding the architectural 
appearance of a building or improvement that governs the alteration, construction, demolition, or relocation 
of a building or improvement (see Article VII). 

Developed area: That area which is made up of physical property improvements including but not limited to 
structures, parking, drives, signage and utility features that are either above or below ground.  

Development: The division of a parcel of land into two or more parcels; the construction, reconstruction, 
conversion, structural alteration, relocation, or enlargement of any buildings; the primary or principal use or 
change in primary or principal use of any buildings or land; any extension of any use of land; or any clearing, 
grading, or other movement of land, for which permission may be required pursuant to this Chapter. 

Dormer: A structural element of a house that protrudes from the plane of a sloping roof surface. Dormers 
are used to create usable space in the roof of a building by adding headroom and usually also by enabling 
addition of windows. 

Driveway or access point: A private roadway providing access to a public right-of-way or private street. 

Dwelling: A building or one or more portions thereof, containing one or more dwelling units, but not 
including habitations provided in nonresidential uses such as lodging uses and commercial campgrounds. 

Dwelling, attached: A dwelling joined to another dwelling at one or more sides by a shared wall or walls. 

Dwelling, detached: A dwelling entirely surrounded by open space on the same lot. 

Dwelling unit:  A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or more persons, 
including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.  
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Easement: Written authorization, recorded in the Register of Deeds office, from a landowner authorizing 
another party to use any designated part of the land ownerõs property for a specified purpose. 

Electric Vehicle or EV: Any motor vehicle that is licensed and registered for operation on public and 
private highways, roads, and streets, and that operates either partially or exclusively, on electrical energy from 
the grid, or an off-board source, that is stored on-board via a battery for motive purpose. Electric Vehicle 
does not include an electric bicycle. Electric Vehicle include a battery electric vehicle or a plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicle. 

Electric Vehicle Charging Facility: A facility where electricity is provided directly to the public on the 
premises for purposes of charging electric vehicles at one or more electric vehicle charging stations. An 
Electric Vehicle Charging Facility may not provide other types of vehicle fuel, such as gasoline.  

Electric Vehicle Charging Station: A parking space, or parking spaces, that is, or are, equipped with and 
served by electric vehicle supply equipment for the purpose of transferring electric energy to a battery or 
other energy storage device in an electric vehicle. The terms Level l, 2, and 3 charging stations are the most 
common electric vehicle charging levels, and include the following specifications: 

1. Level l is considered slow charging and operates on a 15 to 20 ampere breaker on a 120 volt AC circuit. 

2. Level 2 is considered medium charging and operates on a 40 to 100 ampere breaker on a 208 or 240 volt 
dedicated AC circuit. 

3. Level 3 is considered "fast" or "rapid" charging and typically operates on a 60 amp or higher breaker on a 
480 volt or higher three phase circuit with special grounding equipment. Level 3 stations are primarily for 
commercial and public applications and are typically characterized by industrial grade electrical outlets 
that allow for faster recharging of electric vehicles. 

Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment or EVSE: The conductors, including the ungrounded, grounded, and 
equipment grounding conductors, and the electric vehicle connectors, attachment plugs, and all other fittings, 
devices, power outlets, or apparatus installed specifically for the purpose of transferring energy between the 
premises wiring and the electric vehicle.  

Electric Vehicle Ready Parking Spaces: Off-street parking spaces equipped with EVSE at a minimum 
standard to accommodate a Level 2 Electric Vehicle Charging Station.  

Elevation (building): The view of any building or other structure from any one of four sides regardless of 
the configuration or orientation of a building. Each elevation will generally be identified as a north, south, 
east or west building elevation. Also see òfacade.ó 

Extraterritorial jurisdiction: The area outside of the City limits in which the City of Middleton may exercise 
extraterritorial powers of planning, land division, and/or zoning review. 

Extraterritorial zoning: The area outside of the City limits in which the City of Middleton has exercised 
extraterritorial powers of zoning. See Chapter X of the City of Middleton Municipal Ordinance.  

Façade: The wall planes of a building which are visible from one side or perspective (e.g. front, side, rear). 
See òelevation (building).ó  

Family: A person living as an individual or any of the following groups living together as a single nonprofit 
housekeeping unit and sharing common living, sleeping, cooking and eating facilities: 

1. Any number of people related by blood, marriage, domestic partnership, legal adoption, guardianship or 
other duly-authorized custodial relationship. For the purpose of this Section, òchildrenó means natural 
children, grandchildren, legally adopted children, stepchildren, or a ward as determined in a legal 
guardianship proceeding; 

2. Five (5) unrelated adult individuals; 
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3. Up to five (5) unrelated persons who have disabilities/are disabled or handicapped under the Fair 
Housing Amendment Act (FHAA) or the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), are living as a single 
household because of their disability, and require assistance from a caregiver.  

a. This definition does not include those persons currently illegally using or addicted to a òcontrolled 
substanceó as defined in the Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. Section 802 (6).   

4. Up to two (2) personal attendants who provide services for family members or individuals who are 
disabled or handicapped under the Fair Housing Amendment Act (FHAA) or the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and need assistance with the activities of daily living shall be considered part of a 
family. Such services may include personal care, housekeeping, meal preparation, laundry or 
companionship. 

5. Functional Family: A group of individuals living together in a single dwelling unit and functioning as the 
equivalent of a family, whether or not they are related by blood, marriage or other legal relationship.  See 
definition of òfamily, functional.ó 

6. Exceptions: The definition of òfamilyó does not include: 

a. Any society, club, fraternity/sorority, association, lodge, combine, commune, federation, or similar 
organization; and 

b. Any group of individuals whose association is temporary or seasonal in nature.  

Family, functional: A group of individuals living together in a single dwelling unit and functioning as the 
equivalent of a family, whether or not any of the individuals are related by blood, marriage or other legal 
relationship. Groups of six (6) or more unrelated adult individuals shall be rebuttably presumed not to be a 
functional family under this definition. In determining whether or not a group of unrelated individuals is a 
functional family under this definition, the Zoning Administrator shall consider the following criteria: 

1. Factors to be considered in this determination include whether: 

a. A lease, sub-lease or other agreement define portions of the dwelling unit granting limited access to 
portions of the dwelling unit. 

b. Members of the household have been living together as a functional family unit for a period of one 
(1) year or more, whether at the current address or other addresses. 

c. Minor dependent children, if any, share the dwelling as their principal residence and are enrolled in 
local schools. 

d. Members of the household engage in group living activities such as shopping, cooking, eating and 
socializing. 

e. Members of the household consistently share household expenses or a budget including expenses for 
food, rent or ownership costs, utilities and other common household expenses. 

f. Members of the household have established a joint bank account or other similar means to 
consistently provide for the payment of common expenses. 

g. Members of the household share common ownership of vehicles, furniture, major appliances, and 
other significant household resources. 

h. Members of the household share the address for voter registration, drivers licensing, vehicle 
registration, tax filing or other similar purposes. 

i. Members of the household are employed in non-seasonal and non-transient jobs in the local area. 

j. Any other factors reasonably related to and serving as evidence of the household membersõ status as 
a functional family unit. 

2. Unless sufficiently rebutted by competent evidence, any of the following factors shall indicate the 
absence of a functional family relationship: 
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a. A lease, sub-lease or other agreement which makes each occupant jointly or severably liable for the 
performance of the lease or agreement. 

b. A lease, sub-lease or other agreement which holds a relative or any other person who is not an 
occupant of the household to be a guarantor of the lease or agreement. 

c. A lease, sub-lease or other agreement which requires or prohibits occupancy and/or payment for 
occupancy for a period consistent with the semester schedule of local places of higher education or 
upon a seasonal basis. 

d. A majority of members of the household attend any places of higher education in at least a half-time 
basis. 

Farm building: Any building, other than a dwelling unit, used for storing agricultural equipment or farm 
produce or products, having livestock or poultry, or processing dairy products.  

Fence: Any artificially constructed barrier erected to separate, enclose, or screen areas of land. 

Fence, picket: A type of fence constructed of evenly-spaced vertical boards that are connected by two or 
more horizontal rails. 

Fence, solid: A fence, including solid entrance and exit gates, that is least 90 percent opaque and that 
effectively conceals the materials stored and activities or operations conducted behind it from view. 

Fence, wood rail: A type of fence constructed of wooden beams or timber logs (usually split lengthwise into 
rails) that are arranged in a manner that allows for more than 75 percent of the fenceõs surface area to be 
open for the free passage of light and air. 

Floor area: The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the floors of a building, including interior balconies, 
mezzanines, basements, and attached accessory buildings, stairs, escalators, unenclosed and enclosed porches, 
heating and utility rooms, etc. Measurements shall be made from the outside of the exterior walls and to the 
center of interior walls dividing attached buildings. 

Floor area determining floor area ratio: For the purpose of determining the floor area ratio, the floor area 
of a building is the sum of the gross horizontal area of the several floors of the building measured from the 
exterior faces of the exterior walls or from the centerline of the walls separating two buildings. The floor area 
of a building includes basement floor area when more than one-half of the basement height is above the 
established curb level or above the finished lot grade where curb level has not been established, elevator 
shafts and stairwells at each floor, floor space used for mechanical equipment (except equipment, open or 
enclosed, located on the roof), penthouses, attic space having head room of seven feet ten inches or more, 
interior balconies and mezzanines, porches, and floor area devoted to accessory uses. However, any space 
devoted to off-street parking or loading is not included in floor area.  

The floor area of structures devoted to bulk storage of materials, including, but not limited to, grain elevators 
and petroleum storage tanks, is determined on the basis of height in feet; i.e., ten feet in height shall equal one 
floor.  

Floor area ratio (FAR): Floor area of the building or buildings on the zoning lot divided by the area of the 
zoning lot, or, in the case of planned developments, by the net site area. The floor area ratio requirements, as 
set forth under each zoning district, shall determine the maximum floor area allowable for the building or 
buildings (total floor area of both principal and accessory buildings) in direct ratio to the gross area of the 
zoning lot.  

Foot-candle: A unit of illumination produced on a surface, all points of which are 1 foot from a uniform 
point source of one candle. 

Foster family: A group of individuals living together and sharing common living, sleeping, cooking and 
eating facilities in which 1-4 children are provided home-like care by licensed foster parents (individuals other 
than those defined in òFamilyó above with primary responsibility for the care and supervisions of one or 
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more foster children placed in their foster home) and in whose name the foster home is licensed under Wis. 
Stats. § 48.62.  

Frontage: See lot frontage. 

Garage: An attached or detached building or structure, or part thereof, used or designed to be used for the 
parking and storage of vehicles. Garages are also commonly used to store other items associated with the use 
of a lot such as yard maintenance and childrenõs play equipment. 

Grade, existing:  The surface elevation of the ground or pavement at a stated location as it exists prior to 
disturbance in preparation for a project regulated by the ordinance. 

Grade, finished:  The final elevation of the ground surface after human-made alteration, such as grading, 
grubbing, filling or excavating have been made and is part of an approved grading and drainage plan by the 
City of Middleton. 

Green area: An area landscaped with shrubs, trees, and other vegetative groundcover. 

Gross density: The result of dividing the number of dwelling units located on a site by the gross site area. 

Gross floor area: The total floor area inside the building envelope on all levels of a building.  

Gross site area: The total area of a single lot or the sum of multiple lots in common use. 

Group development: See Section 10.06.02. Any development located on one lot and comprised of any 
combination of 2 or more principal buildings on the same lot in any zoning district.  

Habitable space: Space in a structure used for living, sleeping, eating, or cooking. Bathrooms, toilet 
compartments, closets, halls, storage or utility spaces, or any space where the floors to ceiling height is less 
than seven feet, and similar areas, are not considered habitable space. 

Historic building  or site: Any building or site that meets one or more of the following criteria: buildings or 
sites listed on the Wisconsin or National Register of Historic Places, either individually or as a contributing 
building or site to a historic district; buildings or sites with a State Historic Preservation Officer Opinion or 
Certification that the property is eligible to be listed on the State Register or National Register of Historic 
Places, either individually or as a contributing building or site to a historic district; or is locally designated as a 
Local Landmark. 

Impervious surface: Surfaces that prohibit infiltration of stormwater. Homes, buildings, and other 
structures with roofs, decks, as well as concrete, brick, stone, asphalt, gravel, pervious pavers, and similar 
paved surfaces are considered impervious. This includes any area directly beneath a projection in accordance 
with Section 10.04.40.  

Impervious surface ratio: A measure of the intensity of land use, determined by dividing the total of all 
impervious surfaces on a site by the gross site area.  

Individual  family living arrangement: Occupancy of a dwelling unit by no more than one family as 
defined above. 

Infill si te: Any vacant lot or parcel within developed areas of the City, where at least 80 percent of the land 
within a 300-foot radius of the site has been developed; and where water, sewer, streets, schools, and fire 
protection have already been developed and are provided. Annexed areas located on the periphery of the City 
limits shall not be considered infill sites. 

Intensity: A term used to describe the amount of gross floor area or landscaped area on a lot or site 
compared to the gross site area. 

Landscaped area: The area of a site which is planted and continually maintained in vegetation, including 
grasses, flowers, herbs, garden plants, native or introduced groundcovers, shrubs, bushes, and trees. The 
landscaped area also includes the area located within planted and continually maintained landscaped planters 
as well as subordinate accessory use of other landscape elements such as mulch, river rock, etc. 
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Landscape surface area ratio (LSR): The percentage of the gross site area or lot area which is preserved as 
permanently protected green space or landscaped area in relation to the percentage of gross site or lot area 
included in development. 

Large development: See Section 10.06.02. Any new development containing any single building in which 
the combined area of the building footprint exceeds 50,000 square feet in any nonresidential zoning district. 
This does not include new additions of less than 50,000 square feet, or basements and penthouses when used 
primarily for storage and mechanical equipment.  

Loggia: A roofed arcade or gallery with open sides stretching along the front or side of a building, often at 
an upper level. 

Lot: A parcel of land in one ownership and not divided by a street nor including any land within the limits of 
a public right-of-way. The term òlot of record " shall mean land designated as a distinct and separate parcel 
on a legally recorded plat, subdivision, or other instrument permitted by law, in the Register of Deeds office. 

Lot area: The computed area contained within the lot lines of a recorded lot, including land over which 
easements have been established. 

Lot, corner: A lot abutting upon two or more streets at their intersection or upon two parts of the same 
street, such streets or parts of the same street forming an interior angle of less than 135 degrees. The point of 
intersection of the street lines or their greatest angle is the òcorner.ó 

Lot depth: The mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines. 

Lot frontage: The horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured at the point where the side lot 
lines intersect the right-of-way.  All sides of a lot that abuts a street shall be considered lot frontage. On 
curvilinear streets, the distance of the arc between the side lot lines shall be considered the lot frontage.  

Lot, interior: A lot other than a corner lot. 
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Figure 10.01.23b: Regular Lot Descriptions 

 

Lot line: A lot line is the legal property line (including the vertical plane established by the line and the 
ground) bounding a lot except that where any portion of a lot extends into the public right-of-way or a 
proposed public right-of-way, the line of such public right-of-way shall be the lot line for applying this 
Chapter. 

Lot line, front: A lot line which abuts a public or private street right-of-way. In the case of a lot which has 
two of more street frontages, the lot line along the street with the shortest frontage distance shall be the front 
lot line. In the case of a lot which has two or more street frontages and the dimensions of each are within ten 
percent of being equal, the font lot line shall be the street line designed by the owner and filed in the office of 
the Zoning Administrator. (See also lot line, street side). See Figure 10.01.23b. 

Lot line, rear: In the case of rectangular or most trapezoidal shaped lots, that lot line which is parallel to and 
most distant from the front lot line of the lot. In the case of an irregular, triangular, or gore-shaped lot, a line 
20 feet in length, entirely within the lot, parallel to and at the maximum possible distance from the front line 
shall be considered to be the rear lot line. In the case of lots that have frontage on more than one road or 
street, the rear lot line shall be opposite the front lot line (shorter of the frontages). See Figure 10.01.23b.  

Lot line, side: Any lot line other than a front or rear lot lines. A side lot line separating a lot from a street is 
called a side street lot line. A side lot line separating a lot from another lot is called an interior side lot line. An 
interior side lot line can be created with no side yard setback where a building envelope between two lots 
sharing a single structure is present. This is known as a zero lot line. See Figure 10.01.23b. 
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Lot line, street side: Any lot line which abuts a public or private street right-of-way which is not the front 
lot line (see also lot line, front). See Figure 10.01.23b. 

Lot of record: A platted lot or lot described in a plat, certified survey map, in a metes and bounds 
description, or other instrument permitted by law and has been approved by the City of Middleton and/or by 
Dane County, and has been recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds. 

Lot, through: A lot having frontage on two parallel or approximately parallel streets (also known as a 
òdouble-frontage lotó). See Figure 10.01.23b. 

Lot width:  The maximum horizontal distance between the side lot lines of a lot, measured parallel to the 
front lot line(s) at the required front yard setback (see minimum lot width). 

Maintenance: An activity that restores the character, scope, size, or design of a serviceable area, structure, or 
land use to its previously existing, undamaged condition. Activities that change the character, size, or scope of 
a project beyond the original design or otherwise alter a serviceable area, structure, or land use are not 
included in this definition. 

Manufactured home: A one or two family home certified and labeled as a manufactured home under 42 
USC 5401-5426 which when placed on the site is set on an enclosed foundation in accordance with Wis. 
Stats. §70.043(1) and Wis. Admin. Code § COMM 21 subchapters III, IV, and V, or a comparable foundation 
as approved by the local Building Inspector, is installed according to manufacturerõs instructions, is properly 
connected to utilities, has asphalt shingles and a gable or hip roof, and has insulated glass windows, has vinyl, 
aluminum or other quality siding.  

Maximum building size (MBS): The largest permitted total gross floor area a building may contain (see 
building size). 

Minimum building separation: The narrowest permitted building separation. 

Minimum landscape surface ratio: The lowest permitted landscape surface ratio (see landscape surface 
ratio). 

Minimum lot area: The minimum size lot permitted within the specified zoning district.  

Minimum lot width: The smallest permissible lot width for the applicable zoning district. 

Minimum setback: The narrowest distance permitted from a street, side, or rear property line to a structure. 

Mixed use: Some combination of residential, commercial, industrial, office, institutional, and/or other land 
uses within a district or development. 

Mobile home: A type of single family dwelling unit suitable for year-round occupancy designed to be towed 
as a single unit or in sections, with a permanent foundation, with walls of rigid, un-collapsible construction, 
and with water supply, sewage disposal, and electrical convenience. A Mobile Home includes both a òmobile 
homeó and a òmanufactured homeó as defined by Wisconsin Statutes. A Mobile Home does not include a 
òmodular homeó as defined by this Chapter. Any similar dwelling unit which has its own motor and/or 
remains on wheels shall be considered a recreational vehicle. 

Modular home: A dwelling unit meeting the Uniform Dwelling Code that is transported to the building site 
in sections, does not have a permanent chassis, and is permanently mounted on a permanent foundation. A 
modular home is regulated as a single family dwelling unit under Section 10.03.06. 

Multi -family residential: A building or structure designed for three or more separate dwelling units in which 
one dwelling unit may have a roof, wall, or floor in common with another dwelling unit.   

Navigable water: All natural inland lakes, rivers, streams, ponds, sloughs, flowages, and other waters within 
the territorial limits of Wisconsin, including the Wisconsin portion of boundary waters. All bodies of water 
with a bed differentiated from adjacent uplands and with levels of flow sufficient to support navigation by a 
recreational craft of the shallowest draft on an annually recurring basis. For the purposes of this Chapter, 
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rivers and streams will be presumed to be navigable if they are designated as either continuous or intermittent 
waterways on the United States Geological Survey quadrangle maps until such time that the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources has made a determination that the waterway is not, in fact, navigable. 

Net developable area: The area of a site which may be disturbed by development activity. Net developable 
area is the result of subtracting undevelopable area (comprised of surface water, wetlands, 100-year 
floodplains, floodways, drainageways, and steep slopes exceeding 12%) from the gross site area.  

Nonconforming development: A lawful development approved under ordinances or regulations preceding 
the effective date of this Chapter, but which would not conform to this Chapter if the development were to 
be created under the provisions of this Chapter.  

Nonconforming lot: A nonconforming or substandard lot is a lot legally established prior to the effective 
date of this Chapter or subsequent applicable amendments thereto which would not be permitted under the 
provisions of this Chapter. 

Nonconforming structure or building : A structure legally established prior to the effective date of this 
Chapter or subsequent applicable amendments thereto which would not be permitted under the provisions of 
this Chapter. Parking, loading, access drives, and other paved areas are included in the definition of structure. 

Nonconforming use: An active and actual use of land, buildings, or structures, which was lawfully existing 
prior to the enactment of this Chapter or amendments thereto, which has continued as the same or less 
intensive use to the present, and which, does not comply with the applicable regulations of this Chapter.  

Nonresidential use: The individual uses including but not limited to òAgricultural Land Uses,ó 
òInstitutional Land Uses,ó òCommercial Land Uses,ó òIndustrial Land Uses,ó òStorage Land Uses,ó 
òTransportation Land Uses,ó òExtraction and Disposal Land Uses,ó and òEnergy Production Land Usesó as 
listed in Article III. 

Occupancy:  The use of land, buildings or structures. The residing of an individual or individuals overnight 
in a dwelling unit or the installation, storage, or use of equipment, merchandise, or machinery in any 
nonresidential structure.  Change of occupancy is not intended to include change of tenants or proprietors. 

Occupancy, change of:  A discontinuance of an existing use and the substitution therefor of a use of a 
different kind or class.  Change of occupancy is not intended to include a change of tenants or proprietors 
unless accompanied by a change in the type of use. 

Official map:  The map adopted pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 62.23 of the Wisconsin Statutes which shows 
existing and proposed streets, highways, parkways, parks and playgrounds, school sites, etc. 

Opacity: The degree to which vision is blocked by bufferyard. Opacity is the proportion of a bufferyardõs 
vertical plane which obstructs views into an adjoining property, i.e. the screening effectiveness of a bufferyard 
or fence expressed as the percentage of vision that the screen blocks. 

Open space: Any area not covered by a structure. 

Ordinary high water mark:  A mark delineating the highest water level which has been maintained for a 
sufficient period of time to leave evidence upon the landscape.  The ordinary high water mark is commonly 
that point where natural vegetation changes from predominately aquatic to predominately terrestrial.  In areas 
where the ordinary high water mark is not evident, setbacks shall be measured from the stream bank of the 
following water bodies that have permanent flow or open water: the main channel, adjoining side channels, 
back waters, and sloughs. 

Outdoor assembly area: Any theatrical exhibition, public show, display, entertainment, amusement or other 
exhibition which is held outside of any permanent structure permitted for such use. 

Outdoor wood furnace: An outdoor accessory structure designed to heat water through a wood fire and 
then transmit that heated water to the principal building for direct use and/or heating the principal building.  
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Overlay zoning district: A zoning district which imposes uniform restrictions on all properties within its 
area which are in addition to the restrictions specific to the underlying or base zoning districts.  

Owner: The person, persons, or entity having the right of legal title to a lot or parcel of land. 

Parapet: The extension of a false front or wall above the roofline.  

Parcel: Any area of land (lot or contiguous group of lots) in the City under single ownership as shown on the 
last assessorõs roll of the county or the records of the City, whichever is the most recent.    

Parking Space, Designated: An area of a parking lot, or drive which has been designated for parking on a 
site plan and is located on a dust-freet paved surface per the requirements of Section 10.06.06. On single 
family and two family lots, parts of the driveway, open spaces 
(outside of front and side yards), and the spaces within a 
garage may be used as designated parking spaces. 

Patio: An open, level-surfaced area which is typically 
impervious and has an elevation of no more than 12 
inches, and without walls or a roof, intended for outdoor 
seating and recreation. 

Pavement Setback: The area between the nearest right-of-
way or lot line and any impervious surfaces on the lot. This 
setback does not apply to driveways, driveway entrances, 
public sidewalks, or sidewalks perpendicular to the street 
right-of-way on private property. See Figure 10.01.23c. 

Performance standard: Criterion established to control 
and limit the impacts generated by, or inherent in, uses of 
land or buildings.  

Permanently protected green space: Permanently 
protected green space areas that are protected from 
development such as wetlands, floodplains, drainage ways, 
steep slopes, lakeshores, woodlands, native or restored 
habitat, and stormwater facilities.  

Pervious surface: A surface which allows for precipitation 
from any source to infiltrate directly into the ground. 
Undisturbed ground is a pervious surface. Some disturbed 
ground can be pervious if designed as such. 

Place of worship:  A structure, together with its accessory 
structures and uses, where persons regularly assemble for 
religious worship and is maintained and controlled by an 
organized religious body organized to sustain public worship, 
which is exempt from federal income tax as regulated by the 
Internal Revenue Service Code. 

Plat: A map or drawing which graphically delineates the 
boundary of land lots/parcels for the purpose of identification 
and record title pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 236. 

Pole building: A typically metal-clad structure most often utilizing wooden poles and trusses for support 
with unfinished, uninsulated interiors. Such structures are normally used for agricultural purposes, for 
construction trade storage, or for general storage, and are not intended for human occupancy.  

Key to Figure 10.01.23c 

A Pavement setback to side lot line 

B 
Pavement setback to right-of-way 
(driveway) 

C 
Pavement setback to right-of-way 
(sidewalk or driveway)  

D 
Pavement setback to right-of-way 
(porch, stoop, patio) 

Figure 10.01.23c: Pavement Setbacks 
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Porch: A covered platform at an entrance to a dwelling, which is not heated or cooled, not fully enclosed or, 
not used for livable space, that is attached to the outside of a building. The post of the porch closest to a lot 
line is considered the wall for setback purposes. 

Principal structure: The building containing the principal use, including the foundation, basement, and attic. 
When calculating the area of the principal structure, attached residential accessory structures such as attached 
garages, attached garden sheds, and attached pool houses are not considered part of the principal structure. 

Principal use: The main use to which a parcel is devoted and the main purpose for which the premises 
exists.  

Public improvement: Any improvement, facility, or service, together with customary improvements and 
appurtenances thereto, necessary to provide for public needs, such as: streets, roads, alleys, or pedestrian 
walks or paths; storm sewers; flood control improvements; water supply and distribution facilities; sanitary 
sewage disposal and treatment; and public utility and energy services. 

Recreational equipment: Equipment used by residents of a principal building on-premise including but not 
limited to swimming pools, swings, slides, climbers, teeter-totters, play-forts, sandboxes, supports for 
basketball baskets and backboards, badminton nets and similar equipment, but not including recreational 
vehicles normally utilized off-premise, including but not limited to boats, trailers, campers, travel trailers and 
snowmobiles. 

Recreational vehicle: A term encompassing any type of vehicle used primarily for recreational pleasure.  
Examples include but are not limited to travel trailers, motor homes, boats, all-terrain vehicles, snowmobiles, 
etc.  Recreational vehicles shall include any mobile structure designed for temporary occupancy, but shall 
exclude manufactured homes. 

Regional flood: A flood determined by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources which is 
representative of large floods known to have occurred generally in Wisconsin and reasonably characteristic of 
what can be expected to occur on a particular stream. The regional flood generally has an average frequency 
in the order of the 100-year recurrence interval flood determined from an analysis of floods on a particular 
stream and other streams in the same general region. 

Residential use: The individual uses listed in Section 10.03.06.  

Rummage sale: See òGarage or Estate Saleó in Article III. 

Scale (of development): A term used to describe the gross floor area, height, or volume of a single structure 
or group of structures. 

Setback: The shortest distance between the exterior of a building or structure and the nearest point on the 
referenced lot line, excluding permitted projections in accordance with Section 10.04.40.  

Sign: See Chapter 22 of the City Municipal Code. 

Sill: A horizontal, lower member or bottom of a door or window casing. 

Single family dwelling unit: A dwelling unit type that consists of a fully detached single family residence 
which is located on an individual lot. Single family dwelling units are designed for one family (see Family 
definition) and have no roof, wall, or floor in common with any other dwelling unit. A single family dwelling 
that contains an in-family suite (See Section 10.03.28) is still considered a single family dwelling.  

Site area: See gross site area. 

Site plan: See Section 10.10.43. 

Slope: An incline from the horizontal expressed in an arithmetic ratio of horizontal magnitude to vertical 
magnitude. (Example: 3:1 slope is 3 feet horizontal and 1 foot vertical). 

Start of construction: The date the building permit is issued, provided the actual start of activity was within 
365 calendar days of the permit date. The actual start of activity means the first placement of permanent 
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construction on the site. Permanent construction does not include land preparation, such as clearing, grading 
and filling; nor does it include the installation of public streets and/or walkways; nor does it include 
excavation for basement, footings, piers, or foundations; nor does it include the erection of temporary forms. 

Steep slope: Steep slopes are areas which contain a ratio of horizontal magnitude to vertical magnitude of 8:1 
(gradient of 12 percent or greater). 

Stepback: An architectural design element 
applied to the upper stories of buildings 
where any portion of the building above a 
certain height is moved inside the frame of 
the building façade toward the center of the 
property. See Figure 10.01.23d. 

Street: A right-of-way for vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic, whether designated as a 
street, highway, thoroughfare, parkway, 
throughway, road, avenue, boulevard, lane, 
place, or however otherwise designated and 
includes all of the area between the right-
of-way lines. See Chapter 19 of the City of Middleton Municipal Code.  

Street, arterial: Those streets which provide for rapid movement or concentrated volumes of traffic over 
relatively long distances. This includes Principal Arterials, Primary Arterials, and Standard Arterials as defined 
in Chapter 19 of the City of Middleton Municipal Code. 

Street, collector: Streets which provide moderate speed movement of persons and goods between major 
arterials and/or activity centers. They are basically local streets which because of directness of routing and 
higher capacity receive higher volumes of traffic to be distributed or collected toward nearby arterial streets. 
See Chapter 19 of the City of Middleton Municipal Code. 

Street, local: Streets designed for low speeds and low volumes which provide access from low traffic 
generating areas to collector and arterial systems. This includes Industrial Streets and Residential Streets as 
defined in Chapter 19 of the City of Middleton Municipal Code. 

Street terrace: The space between the sidewalk and the curb, or the equivalent space where sidewalk or curb 
are not installed. 

Story: That portion of a building, other than a basement, that is between the surface of any floor and the 
surface of the next floor above it or, if there is not a floor above, then the space between such floor and the 
ceiling next above it. 

Structure: Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a more or less permanent location on 
the ground, or attached to something having a permanent location on the ground, excluding landscape 
features, fences, public utilities, and other minor site improvements. 

Structural alteration: See alteration. 

Substandard lot: A lot of record which lawfully existed prior to this Chapter, which would not conform to 
the applicable regulations if the lot were to be created under the current provisions of this Chapter. 

Substantial Evidence: Means facts and information, other than merely personal preferences or speculation, 
directly pertaining to the requirements and conditions an applicant must meet to obtain a Conditional Use 
Permit and that reasonable persons would accept in support of a conclusion. See Section 10.10.32. 

Temporary use: A land use which is present on a property for a limited and specified period of time. See 
Section 10.03.30.  

Transom: A horizontal bar of stone, wood or glass across the upper opening of a door or window. 

Figure 10.01.23d: Building Stepbacks 
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Two family residential: A building designed for two separate dwelling units in which one dwelling unit may 
have a roof, wall, or floor in common with another dwelling unit. For the purposes of this Chapter, Duplex, 
Twin House, and Two Flat dwellings are considered to be two family residential. A single family dwelling 
with an attached accessory dwelling unit is not a two family dwelling. 

Unnecessary hardship: The circumstance where special conditions affecting a particular property, which 
were not self-created, have made strict conformity with restrictions governing areas, setbacks, frontage, 
height, or density unnecessarily burdensome or unreasonable in light of the purposes of the ordinance. 

Use: The purpose for which land or a building or structure is arranged, designed, or intended, or for which it 
is, or may be, occupied or maintained. 

Variance: A modification of the terms of this Chapter regulating land uses or bulk regulations where such 
variance will not be contrary to the public interest and where, owing to conditions peculiar to the property 
and not the result of the actions of the applicant, a literal enforcement of the Chapter would result in 
unnecessary and undue hardship. Variances are further defined in Wis. Stat. § 62.23(7)(e)7.a. 

Vision triangle: See Section 10.06.05. 

Waterfront setback: The shortest distance between the exterior of a building or structure and the nearest 
point on the Ordinary High Water Mark, excluding permitted projections per Section 10.04.40. All lots along 
a waterway are subject to the provisions of Chapter 24 and 29 of the City of Middleton Municipal Code and 
Section 10.02.80 of this Ordinance. 

Wetland: An area that is saturated by surface water or groundwater, with vegetation adapted for life under 
those soil conditions. See also Wis. Stats. § 23.32(1). 

Wharf/Pier:  Any structure in navigable waters extending along the shore and generally connected with the 
uplands throughout its width, built or maintained for the purpose of providing a berth for watercraft or for 
loading or unloading cargo or passengers onto or from watercraft. Such a structure may include a boat hoist 
or boat lift, and the hoist or lift may be permanent or may be removed seasonally. 

Woodland: Areas of trees whose combined canopies cover a minimum of 80 percent of an area of one acre 
or more, as shown on USGS 7.5 minute topographic maps for the City and its environs.  

Yard: An open space, other than a court, on a lot unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward 
except as otherwise provided in this Chapter.  

Yard, front: A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the minimum horizontal 
distance between the front lot line and the nearest part of the nearest building or structure.  

Yard, rear: A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the minimum distance 
between the rear lot line and the nearest part of the nearest building or structure.  

Yard, side: A yard extending from the front yard to the rear yard, the width of which is the minimum 
horizontal distance between the side lot line and the nearest part of the nearest building or structure. .  

Yard, street side: For corner lots, the yard between the front and rear lot lines, extending from the street 
side lot line to the nearest part of the nearest building or structure. 

Yard, transitional: That yard which must be provided along a zoning district boundary to provide for the 
required bufferyard on the more intensively zoned side of the lot line.   

Zoning map, official: The map adopted and designated by the City as being the òOfficial Zoning Map.ó 

Sections 10.01.24 to 10.01.99: Reserved 
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ARTICLE II:  ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS 

Section 10.02.01: Purpose 
The area located within the jurisdiction of this Chapter is hereby divided into zoning districts of such number 
as is necessary to achieve compatibility of land uses within each district, to implement the City of Middleton 
Comprehensive Plan, and to achieve the other purposes of this Chapter. 

Section 10.02.02: Standard Zoning Districts 
(1) For the purpose of this Chapter, all areas within the jurisdiction of this Chapter are hereby divided into 

the following standard zoning districts.  

Residential Zoning Districts 

 SR-L Single Family Residential ð Low Density 

 SR-M Single Family Residential ð Medium Density 

 SR-H Single Family Residential ð High Density 

 MH-D Mobile Home Residential 

 TR-D Two Family Residential ð Duplex 

 TR-F Two Family Residential ð Two-Flat     

 MR-L Multi-Family Residential ð Low Density   

 MR-M Multi-Family Residential ð Medium Density 

 MR-U Multi-Family Residential ð Urban Density 

 MR-H Multi-Family Residential ð High Density 

Nonresidential Zoning Districts 

Mixed Use  

 INST Institutional  

 MU-N Mixed-Use Neighborhood  

 MU-A Mixed-Use Avenue 

 MU-U Mixed-Use Urban 

 MU-D Mixed-Use Downtown  

Industrial  

 I-L Light Industrial 

 R-P Research Park 

 I-M Medium Industrial 

 I-H Heavy Industrial 

Other   

 IOS Intensive Outdoor Storage 

 IOC Intensive Outdoor Commercial 

 EXD Extraction and Disposal 

 AIR Airport 

 PR Parks and Recreation 

 CON Conservancy 

Agricultural 

 AGR Agricultural 
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(2) Vacation of public streets and alleys shall cause the land vacated to be automatically placed in the same 
district as the abutting side to which the vacated land reverts. See Wis. Stats. § 66.1003. 

(3) Annexations to or consolidations with the City subsequent to the effective date of this chapter shall be 
placed in the AGR Agricultural zoning district, unless the annexation ordinance temporarily places the 
land in another district. Within one year of the date of annexation, the Plan Commission shall evaluate 
and recommend a permanent district classification to the Common Council. 

Section 10.02.03: Interpretation of Zoning District Boundaries 
The following rules shall be used to determine the precise location of any zoning district boundary shown on 
the Official Zoning Map of the City of Middleton: 

(1) Zoning district boundaries shown as following or approximately following the limits of any city, town, 
or county boundary shall be construed as following such limits. 

(2) Zoning district boundaries shown as following or approximately following streets or railroad lines shall 
be construed as following the centerline of such streets or railroad lines. 

(3) Zoning district boundary lines shown as following or approximately following platted lot lines or other 
property lines as shown on the City or Dane County tax maps shall be construed as following such 
lines. 

(4) Zoning district boundaries shown as following or approximately following the centerlines of streams, 
rivers, or other continuously flowing watercourses shall be construed as following the channel 
centerlines of such watercourses, and, in the event of a natural change in the location of such streams, 
rivers, or other watercourses, the zoning district boundary shall be construed as moving with the 
channel centerline. 

(5) Zoning district boundaries shown as following or approximately following ridgelines or watershed 
boundaries shall be construed as following such lines. 

(6) Zoning district boundaries shown as separated from, any of the features listed in paragraphs (1) 
through (5), above, shall be construed to be at such distances there from as are shown on the Official 
Zoning Map. 

(7) Where any uncertainty exists as to the exact location of a zoning district boundary line, as shown on 
the Official Zoning Map, the location of the line shall be determined by the Zoning Administrator. 

Section 10.02.04: Description and Purpose of Zoning Districts 
The following Sections specify the description and purpose of the standard zoning districts established by this 
Chapter, establish principal and accessory uses permitted by right or as conditional uses, establish bulk, 
density, and intensity standards, and reference other applicable regulations. Definitions and regulations for 
land uses are provided in Article III. Section 10.03.05 includes a Table of Land Uses indicating which land 
uses are allowed in each zoning district, and whether they are permitted by right, by conditional use, as 
accessory uses, or as temporary uses. 

Sections 10.02.05 to 10.02.09: Reserved  
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Section 10.02.10: (SR-L) Single Family ResidentialɀLow Density Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to create, preserve, and enhance areas for moderate density single 
family detached dwellings up to approximate gross densities of 5 dwelling units per acre.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit  
(b) Individual Family Living Arrangement 
(c) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(d) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(e) Active Outdoor Recreation 

(f) Essential Services 
(g) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements of 
Section 10.03.12 

(h) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Boarding House Living Arrangement  
(b) Bed and Breakfast 
(c) Community Living Arrangement (9-15 

residents) meeting the requirements of 
Section 10.03.12 

(d) Communication Tower 
(e) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 
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(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (SR-L) Single Family Residential ð Low Density 
District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 7,200 square feet  

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  50 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 60 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 30 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Front-Loaded Attached Garage Setback* 
No more than 5 feet in front of the plane of the 

principal structure** 

Minimum Porch Setback (on front and side yards)** 8 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 25 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 35 feet  

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to pavement, 
excludes driveway entrances) 

2 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 22 feet 

*Front-loaded, attached garages shall comprise no more than 50 percent of the width of the ground 
floor building façade facing the street.    

** Front porches are not considered part of the front plane of the principal structure. 
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Section 10.02.11: (SR-M) Single Family ResidentialɀMedium Density Zoning 
District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to create, preserve, and enhance areas for moderate density single 
family detached dwellings up to approximate gross densities of 8 dwelling units per acre.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit  
(b) Individual Family Living Arrangement 
(c) Outdoor Open Space Institutional  
(d) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(e) Active Outdoor Recreation 

(f) Essential Services 
(g) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements of 
Section 10.03.12 

(h) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Boarding Housing Living Arrangement  
(b) Bed and Breakfast 

(c) Community Living Arrangement (9-15 
residents) meeting the requirements of 
Section 10.03.12 

(d) Communication Tower  
(e) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

 
  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

   

Draft 32 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (SR-M) Single Family Residential ð Medium Density 
District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 5,000 square feet 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  60 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 50 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 100 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 30 feet 

Front Setback 
Minimum: 20 feet 

Maximum: 25 feet 

Minimum Front-Loaded Attached Garage Setback* 
No more than 5 feet in front of the plane of the 

principal structure***  

Minimum Porch Setback (on front and side yard)** 8 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 10 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 5 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback** 20 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 35 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to pavement, 
excludes driveway entrances) 

2 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 3 feet 

Maximum Height 22 feet 

*Front-loaded, attached garages shall comprise no more than 50 percent of the width of the ground 
floor building façade facing the street.    

**Note: This district is designed to allow alleys in the rear of the lot. Minimum alley dimensions are 
included in the minimum rear setback dimension. For minimum alley dimensions see Chapter 19 
Land Division and Subdivision Regulations. 

***Front porches are not considered part of the front plane of the principal structure. 

 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.12: (SR-H) Single Family ResidentialðHigh Density Zoning District   

Draft 33 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.12: (SR-H) Single Family ResidentialɀHigh Density Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to create, preserve, and enhance areas for high density single family 
detached dwellings up to approximate gross densities of 14 dwelling units per acre.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit  
(b) Individual Family Living 

Arrangement 
(c) Outdoor Open Space Institutional  
(d) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(e) Active Outdoor Recreation 

(f) Essential Services 
(g) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(h) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Boarding Housing Living 
Arrangement 

(b) Bed and Breakfast 

(c) Community Living Arrangement (9-
15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(d) Communication Tower 
(e) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

 
 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.12: (SR-H) Single Family ResidentialðHigh Density Zoning District   

Draft 34 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (SR-H) Single Family Residential ð High Density 
District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 3,000 square feet  

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  70 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 30 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 100 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 30 feet 

Front Setback 
Minimum: 15 feet 

Maximum: 20 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) 6 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 10 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 5 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback* 
Minimum: 2 feet 

Maximum: 4 feet* 

Maximum Principal Building Height 35 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to pavement, 
excludes driveway entrances) 

2 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Garage Door Setback to Rear Lot Line  2 feet 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 22 feet 

*Note: All lots in the SR-H Zoning District must be designed to be alley-loaded with attached 
garages. Minimum alley dimensions are included in the minimum rear setback dimension. For 
minimum alley dimensions see Chapter 19 Land Division and Subdivision Regulations. 

 

 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.13: (MH-D) Mobile Home Residential Zoning District  

Draft 35 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.13: (MH-D) Mobile Home Residential Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to create, preserve, and enhance subdivisions exclusively for mobile 
home developments up to approximate gross densities of 5 dwelling units per acre.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit 
(b) Mobile Home  
(c) Individual Family Living 

Arrangement 
(d) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(e) Passive Outdoor Recreation 

(f) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(g) Essential Services 
(h) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(i) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Mobile Home Subdivision or Park  
(b) Bed and Breakfast 
(c) Community Living Arrangement (9-

15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(d) Communication Tower 
(e) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Sections 10.02.14 to 10.02.19: Reserved  

Draft 36 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (MH-D) Mobile Home Residential District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 7,200 square feet  

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  50 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 60 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 30 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) 8 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 20 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 18 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

2 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 22 feet 

 

Sections 10.02.14 to 10.02.19: Reserved  
 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.20: (TR-D) Two Family ResidentialðDuplex Zoning District  

Draft 37 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.20: (TR-D) Two Family ResidentialɀDuplex Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to create, preserve, and enhance areas for single family detached and 
two family attached dwellings up to approximate gross densities of 8 dwelling units per acre.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit 
(a) Duplex  
(b) Twin House  
(c) Two-Flat  
(d) Individual Family Living 

Arrangement 
(e) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(f) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(g) Active Outdoor Recreation 

(h) Essential Services 
(i) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(j) Community Living Arrangement (9-
15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(k) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Board House Living Arrangement 
(b) Bed and Breakfast 

(c) Communication Tower 
(d) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

 
  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.20: (TR-D) Two Family ResidentialðDuplex Zoning District  

Draft 38 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (TR-D) Two Family Residential ð Duplex District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 10,000 square feet*  

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  60 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 80 and/or  25 feet* 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Total Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 30 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Front-Loaded Attached Garage 
Setback** 

No more than 5 feet in front of the plane of the principal 
structure***  

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) 8 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 or 0 feet* 

Minimum Rear Setback 25 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 35 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 22 feet 

*When individual units are located on separate parcels, a minimum combined lot area of both 
parcels shall be 10,000 square feet, a minimum combined lot width of both parcels shall be 80õ, and 
each individual parcel shall be a minimum of 25õ and a minimum shared side yard setback of 0õ is 
required.  

**Front-loaded, attached garages shall comprise no more than 50 percent of the width of the 
ground floor building façade facing the street.    

*** Front porches are not considered part of the front plane of the principal structure. 

 

 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.21: (TR-F) Two Family Residential ð Two-Flat Zoning District  

Draft 39 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.21: (TR-F) Two Family Residential ɀ Two-Flat Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to create, preserve, and enhance areas for single family detached and 
attached two family dwellings up to approximate gross densities of 10 dwelling units per acre.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit  
(b) Two Flat  
(c) Individual Family Living 

Arrangement 
(d) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(e) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(f) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(g) Essential Services 

(h) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 
residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(i) Community Living Arrangement (9-
15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(j) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Boarding Housing Living 
Arrangement 

(b) Bed and Breakfast 

(c) Communication Tower 
(d) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.21: (TR-F) Two Family Residential ð Two-Flat Zoning District  

Draft 40 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (TR-F) Two Family Residential ð Two-Flat District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 7,200 square feet  

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  70 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 60 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 30 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Front-Loaded Attached Garage Setback* 
No more than 5 feet in front of the plane of the 

principal structure**  

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) 8 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 25 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 35 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to pavement, 
excludes driveway entrances) 

2 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings: Residential 

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 22 feet 

*Front-loaded, attached garages shall comprise no more than 50 percent of the width of the ground 
floor building façade facing the street.    

** Front porches are not considered part of the front plane of the principal structure. 

 
  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.22: (MR-L) Multi-Family ResidentialðLow Density Zoning District  

Draft 41 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.22: (MR-L) Multi -Family ResidentialɀLow Density Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to create, preserve, and enhance areas for multi-family uses in small 
buildings such as multiplexes or apartments at low densities, up to approximate gross densities of 8 
dwelling units per acre.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit  
(a) Duplex  
(b) Twin House  
(c) Two Flat  
(d) Townhouse  
(e) Multiplex  
(f) Apartment  
(g) Individual Family Living 

Arrangement 
(h) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 

(i) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(j) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(k) Essential Services 
(l) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(m) Community Living Arrangement (9-
15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(n) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Boarding Housing Living 
Arrangement  

(b) Live/Work Unit 
(c) Group Day Care (9 or more children) 
(d) Community Living Arrangement 

(16+ residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(e) Institutional Residential  
(f) Transit Center 
(g) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(h) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(i) Communication Tower 
(j) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.22: (MR-L) Multi-Family ResidentialðLow Density Zoning District  

Draft 42 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (MR-L) Multi-Family Residential ð Low Density 
District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 10,000 square feet lot* 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  70 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 80 feet and/or 25 feet* 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Total Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 30 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Front-Loaded Attached Garage Setback Even with the plane of the principal structure**  

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) 8 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 feet or 0 feet* 

Minimum Rear Setback 20 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 36 feet or 3 stories 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to pavement, 
excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 22 feet 

*When individual units are located on separate parcels, a minimum combined lot area of all parcels 
shall be 10,000 square feet, a minimum combined lot width of all parcels shall be 80õ, and each 
individual parcel shall be a minimum of 25õ and a minimum shared side yard setback of 0õ is required. 

** Front porches are not considered part of the front plane of the principal structure. 

 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.23: (MR-M) Multi -Family ResidentialðMedium Density Zoning District   

Draft 43 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.23: (MR-M) Mult i-Family ResidentialɀMedium Density Zoning 
District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to create, preserve, and enhance areas for multi-family uses in small and 
mid-sized buildings such as townhomes, multiplexes, or apartments at medium densities, up to 
approximate gross densities of 20 dwelling units per acre.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit 
(b) Duplex  
(c) Twin House  
(d) Two Flat  
(a) Townhouse  
(b) Multiplex  
(c) Apartment  
(d) Individual Family Living 

Arrangement 
(e) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 

(f) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(g) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(h) Essential Services 
(i) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(j) Community Living Arrangement (9-
15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(k) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Exceed Maximum Principal Building 
Height (up to 5 stories or 60 feet) 

(b) Boarding House Living Arrangement 
(c) Live/Work Unit 
(d) Group Daycare Center (9 or more 

children) 
(e) Community Living Arrangement 

(16+ residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(f) Institutional Residential  
(g) Transit Center 
(h) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(i) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(j) Communication Tower 
(k) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.23: (MR-M) Multi -Family ResidentialðMedium Density Zoning District   

Draft 44 8.22.23 

(2) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (MR-M) Multi-Family Residential ð Medium Density 
District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 15,000 square feet lot***  

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  75 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 100 feet and/or 25 feet*** 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Total Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 50 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Front-Loaded Attached Garage Setback Even with the plane of the principal structure**** 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) 8 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 feet or 0 feet*** 

Minimum Rear Setback 30 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 48 feet or 4 stories** 

Minimum Stepback (from rear and side yards)* 15 feet stepback for any building over 3 stories* 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to pavement, 
excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 22 feet 

*Rear or Side Yard Height Transition to Residential Districts. Where the district abuts an SR-L, SR-
M, SR-H, TR-D, TR-F district at the rear or side lot line, building height at the rear or side yard 
setback line shall not exceed 36 feet or three (3) stories. From this point, building height may increase 
at a ratio of one foot of rise to one foot of horizontal distance away from the property line (at a 45 
degree angle) up to the maximum allowed height, and the building must incorporate façade 
articulation if greater than 40 feet in width. See Figure 10.01.23d. 

**Building height may exceed 48 feet or 4 stories up to 60 feet or 5 stories with a Conditional Use 
Permit. See Section 10.03.06 for requirements. 

***When individual units are located on separate parcels, a minimum combined lot area of all parcels 
shall be 15,000 square feet, a minimum combined lot width of all parcels shall be 100õ, and each 
individual parcel shall be a minimum of 25õ and a minimum shared side yard setback of 0õ is required. 

**** Front porches are not considered part of the front plane of the principal structure. 

 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.24: (MR-U) Multi -Family ResidentialðUrban Density Zoning District  

Draft 45 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.24: (MR-U) Multi -Family ResidentialɀUrban Density Zoning 
District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to create, preserve, and enhance areas for multi-family uses in mid-
sized or large buildings such as townhomes, multiplexes, or apartments at higher densities, up to 
approximate gross densities of 50 dwelling units per acre.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit  
(b) Duplex  
(c) Twin House  
(d) Two Flat  
(e) Townhouse  
(f) Multiplex) 
(g) Apartment  
(h) Individual Family Living 

Arrangement 
(i) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 

(j) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(k) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(l) Essential Services 
(m) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(n) Community Living Arrangement (9-
15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(o) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Exceed Maximum Principal Building 
Height (up to 7 stories or 84 feet) 

(b) Boarding House Living Arrangement 
(c) Live/Work Unit 
(d) Group Daycare Center (9 or more 

children) 
(e) Community Living Arrangement 

(16+ residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(f) Institutional Residential  
(g) Transit Center 
(h) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(i) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(j) Communication Tower 
(k) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.24: (MR-U) Multi -Family ResidentialðUrban Density Zoning District  

Draft 46 8.22.23 

(2) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (MR-U) Multi-Family Residential ð Urban Density 
District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 30,000 square feet lot****  

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 200 feet and/or 25 feet**** 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet  

Minimum Total Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 50 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Front-Loaded Attached Garage Setback Even with the plane of the principal structure***  

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) 8 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 feet or 0 feet**** 

Minimum Rear Setback 30 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 60 feet or 5 stories** 

Minimum Stepback (from rear and side yards)* 15 feet stepback for any building over 3 stories* 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to pavement, 
excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 22 feet 

* Rear or Side Yard Height Transition to Residential Districts. Where the district abuts an SR-L, 
SR-M, SR-H, TR-D, TR-F district at the rear or side lot line, building height at the rear or side yard 
setback line shall not exceed 36 feet or three (3) stories. From this point, building height may 
increase at a ratio of one foot of rise to one foot of horizontal distance away from the property line 
(at a 45 degree angle) up to the maximum allowed height, and the building must incorporate façade 
articulation if greater than 40 feet in width. See Figure 10.01.23d. 

**Building height may exceed 60 feet or 5 stories up to 84 feet or 7 stories with a Conditional Use 
Permit. See Section 10.03.06 for requirements. 

*** Front porches are not considered part of the front plane of the principal structure. 

****When individual units are located on separate parcels, a minimum combined lot area of all 
parcels shall be 30,000 square feet, a minimum combined lot width of all parcels shall be 200õ, and 
each individual parcel shall be a minimum of 25õ and a minimum shared side yard setback of 0õ is 
required. 

 

  

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.25: (MR-H) Multi -Family ResidentialðHigh Density Zoning District   

Draft 47 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.25: (MR-H) Multi -Family ResidentialɀHigh Density Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to create, preserve, and enhance areas for multi-family uses in large 
buildings such as townhomes, multiplexes, or apartments at higher densities, up to approximate gross 
densities of 100 dwelling units per acre.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit 
(b) Duplex  
(c) Twin House  
(d) Two Flat  
(e) Townhouse  
(f) Multiplex  
(g) Apartment  
(h) Individual Family Living 

Arrangement 
(i) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 

(j) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(k) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(l) Essential Services 
(m) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(n) Community Living Arrangement (9-
15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(o) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Exceed Maximum Principal Building 
Height (up to 10 stories or 120 feet) 

(b) Boarding House Living Arrangement 
(c) Live/Work Unit 
(d) Group Daycare Center (9 or more 

children) 
(e) Community Living Arrangement 

(16+ residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(f) Institutional Residential  
(g) Transit Center 
(h) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(i) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(j) Communication Tower 
(k) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Sections 10.02.26 to 10.02.29: Reserved  

Draft 48 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (MR-H) Multi-Family Residential ð High Density 
District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 30,000 square feet lot****  

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 300 feet and/or 25 feet**** 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Total Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 50 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Front-Loaded Attached Garage Setback Even with the plane of the principal structure***  

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) 8 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 feet or 0 feet**** 

Minimum Rear Setback 30 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 60 feet or 5 stories** 

Minimum Stepback (from rear and side yards)* 15 feet stepback for any building over 3 stories* 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to pavement, 
excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 22 feet 

*Rear or Side Yard Height Transition to Residential Districts. Where the district abuts an SR-L, SR-
M, SR-H, TR-D, TR-F district at the rear or side lot line, building height at the rear or side yard 
setback line shall not exceed 36 feet or three (3) stories. From this point, building height may 
increase at a ratio of one foot of rise to one foot of horizontal distance away from the property line 
(at a 45 degree angle) up to the maximum allowed height, and the building must incorporate façade 
articulation if greater than 40 feet in width. See Figure 10.01.23d. 

**Building height may exceed 60 feet or 5 stories up to 120 feet or 10 stories with a Conditional 
Use Permit. See Section 10.03.06 for requirements. 

*** Front porches are not considered part of the front plane of the principal structure. 

****When individual units are located on separate parcels, a minimum combined lot area of all 
parcels shall be 30,000 square feet, a minimum combined lot width of all parcels shall be 300õ, and 
each individual parcel shall be a minimum of 25õ and a minimum shared side yard setback of 0õ is 
required. 

 

Sections 10.02.26 to 10.02.29: Reserved 
 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.30: (INST) Institutional Zoning District  

Draft 49 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.30: (INST) Institutional Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to permit both large- and small-scale institutional development 
compatible with both residential and nonresidential zoning districts.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Office  
(b) Personal or Professional Service  
(c) Artisan Production Shop 
(d) Group Daycare Center (9 or more 

children) 
(e) Indoor Institutional  
(f) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 

(g) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(h) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(i) Essential Services 
(j) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(k) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Boarding Housing Living 
Arrangement 

(b) Physical Activity Studio 
(c) Commercial Kitchen 
(d) Food and Beverage Counter Service 

and Walk-In Pickup 
(e) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(f) Large Scale Public Service and 

Utilities 

(g) Community Living Arrangement (9-
15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(h) Community Living Arrangement 
(16+ residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(i) Institutional Residential  
(j) Transit Center 
(k) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(l) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(m) Communication Tower 
(n) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

   

Draft 50 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (INST) Institutional District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 10,000 square feet lot 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 60 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 30 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 10 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) 8 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 10 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 10 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 55 feet or 4 stories 

Minimum Stepback (from rear and side yards)* 15 feet stepback for any building over 3 stories* 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 20 feet 

*Rear or Side Yard Height Transition to Residential Districts. Where the district abuts an SR-L, SR-
M, SR-H, TR-D, TR-F district at the rear or side lot line, building height at the rear or side yard 
setback line shall not exceed 36 feet or three (3) stories. From this point, building height may 
increase at a ratio of one foot of rise to one foot of horizontal distance away from the property line 
(at a 45 degree angle) up to the maximum allowed height, and the building must incorporate façade 
articulation if greater than 40 feet in width. See Figure 10.01.23d. 

 

 
  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.31: (MU-N) Mixed Use Neighborhood Zoning District   

Draft 51 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.31: (MU-N) Mixed Use Neighborhood Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to permit residential development and small-scale commercial uses that 
are compatible with adjacent residential uses and established neighborhood-level commercial corridors. 
Residential uses are intended to occur at an approximate density of 10 dwelling units per acre. 

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit  
(b) Duplex  
(c) Twin Home  
(d) Two-Flat  
(e) Individual Family Living 

Arrangement 
(f) Mixed-Use Building 
(g) Live/Work Unit 
(h) Office  
(i) Personal or Professional Service  
(j) Indoor Sales or Service 
(k) Bed and Breakfast 

(l) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-
Residential) 

(m) Indoor Institutional  
(n) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(o) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(p) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(q) Essential Services 
(r) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(s) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Townhouse  
(b) Multiplex  
(c) Apartment  
(d) Boarding House Living Arrangement  
(e) Artisan Production Shop 
(f) Physical Activity Studio 
(g) Commercial Kitchen 
(h) Food and Beverage Counter Service 

and Walk-In Pickup 
(i) Restaurants, Taverns, and Indoor 

Commercial Entertainment 
(j) Drive-Through and In-Vehicle Sales 

or Service 
(k) Outdoor Commercial Entertainment 

(l) Group Daycare Center (9 or more 
children) 

(m) Community Living Arrangement (9-
15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(n) Community Living Arrangement 
(16+ residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(o) Institutional Residential  
(p) Transit Center 
(q) Off-Site Parking Lot  
(r) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(s) Communication Tower 
(t) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

   

Draft 52 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (MU-N) Mixed Use Neighborhood.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 7,200 square feet lot* 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  75 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 60 feet and/or 25 feet* 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Total Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 30 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Front-Loaded Attached Garage Setback Even with the plane of the principal structure** 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) 8 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 feet or 0 feet* 

Minimum Rear Setback 25 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 36 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to pavement, 
excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 20 feet 

*When individual units are located on separate parcels, a minimum combined lot area of all parcels 
shall be 7,200 square feet, a minimum combined lot width of all parcels shall be 60õ, and each 
individual parcel shall be a minimum of 25õ and a minimum shared side yard setback of 0õ is required. 

**Front porches are not considered part of the front plane of the principal structure. 

 
  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.32: (MU-A) Mixed Use Avenue Zoning District  

Draft 53 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.32: (MU-A) Mixed Use Avenue Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to permit areas, generally on established commercial corridors, that are 
or are planned to become mixed use in character and establish standards that are compatible with the 
existing mix of land uses and redevelopment objectives. This district is intended to provide for a 
variety of employment, retail, and community service opportunities, while allowing some residential 
uses intended to occur at a density that can be accommodated within the bulk requirements of this 
zoning district. Residential uses should not become the majority ground floor land use in this district. 
Uses shall be compatible not only with other uses within the district, but land uses in adjoining zoning 
districts as well.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses. Only a Principal Use Permitted by Right if located on a lot that has 
one street frontage, not including alleys. If the lot is located at the corner of two intersecting streets, 
such uses are not permitted. 

(u) Townhouse * 
(a) Multiplex * 
(b) Apartments* 
(c) Individual Family Living 

Arrangement 
(d) Mixed-Use Building 
(e) Live/Work Unit 
(f) Office 
(g) Personal or Professional Service 
(h) Indoor Sales or Service 
(i) Commercial Kitchen 
(j) Food and Beverage Counter Service 

and Walk-In Pickup 
(k) Restaurants, Taverns, and Indoor 

Commercial Entertainment 

(l) Group Daycare Center (9 or more 
children) 

(m) Bed and Breakfast 
(n) Commercial Indoor Lodging  
(o) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(p) Indoor Institutional  
(q) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(r) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(s) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(t) Essential Services 
(u) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(v) Transit Center 
(w) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Boarding House Living Arrangement  
(b) Outdoor Sales and Display 
(c) Artisan Production Shop 
(d) Physical Activity Studio 
(e) Outdoor Commercial Entertainment 
(f) Drive-Through and In-Vehicle Sales 

or Service 
(g) Vehicle and Boat Sales 
(h) Vehicle Service and Repair 
(i) Water-Related Recreation 

(j) Community Living Arrangement (9-
15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(k) Community Living Arrangement 
(16+ residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(l) Institutional Residential  
(m) Heliport 
(n) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(o) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(p) Communication Tower 
(q) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.32: (MU-A) Mixed Use Avenue Zoning District  

Draft 54 8.22.23 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.28 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (MU-A) Mixed Use Avenue District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 10,000 square feet lot***  

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 60 feet and/or 25 feet*** 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Total Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 30 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 
Min. 15 feet 

Max. 25 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 feet or 0 feet*** 

Minimum Rear Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Height 2 stories** 

Maximum Principal Building Height 60 feet or 5 stories 

Minimum Stepback (from rear and side yards)* 15 feet stepback for any building over 3 stories* 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 20 feet 

*Rear or Side Yard Height Transition to Residential Districts. Where the district abuts an SR-L, SR-
M, SR-H, TR-D, TR-F district at the rear or side lot line, building height at the rear or side yard 
setback line shall not exceed 36 feet or three (3) stories. From this point, building height may 
increase at a ratio of one foot of rise to one foot of horizontal distance away from the property line 
(at a 45 degree angle) up to the maximum allowed height, and the building must incorporate façade 
articulation if greater than 40 feet in width. See Figure 10.01.23d. 

**Any new principal building shall be a minimum of two stories in height. The second story shall 
be a minimum gross floor area equivalate to 50% of the gross floor area of the ground floor.  

***When individual units are located on separate parcels, a minimum combined lot area of all 
parcels shall be 10.000 square feet, a minimum combined lot width of all parcels shall be 60õ, and 
each individual parcel shall be a minimum of 25õ and a minimum shared side yard setback of 0õ is 
required. 

 

 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.33: (MU-U) Mixed Use Urban Zoning District  

Draft 55 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.33: (MU-U) Mixed Use Urban Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to permit a wide range of freestanding large and mid-scale office, retail, 
service, lodging, and entertainment uses that are compatible with the desired community character 
along major commercial corridors. Residential uses are intended to occur at a density that can be 
accommodated within the bulk requirements of this zoning district. 

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Individual Family Living 
Arrangement 

(b) Mixed-Use Building 
(c) Live/Work Unit 
(d) Office 
(e) Personal or Professional Service 
(f) Indoor Sales or Service 
(g) Commercial Kitchen 
(h) Food and Beverage Counter Service 

and Walk-In Pickup 
(i) Restaurants, Taverns, and Indoor 

Commercial Entertainment 
(j) Group Daycare Center (9 or more 

children) 

(k) Bed and Breakfast 
(l) Commercial Indoor Lodging  
(m) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(n) Indoor Institutional  
(o) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(p) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(q) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(r) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(s) Transit Center 
(t) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Boarding House Living Arrangement  
(b) Outdoor Sales and Display 
(c) Artisan Production Shop 
(d) Physical Activity Studio 
(e) Outdoor Commercial Entertainment 
(f) Drive-Through and In-Vehicle Sales 

or Service 
(g) Vehicle and Boat Sales 
(h) Vehicle Service and Repair 
(i) Water-Related Recreation 
(j) Community Living Arrangement (9-

15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(k) Community Living Arrangement 
(16+ residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(l) Institutional Residential  
(m) Production Greenhouse 
(n) Indoor Food Cultivation and 

Farming 
(o) Heliport 
(p) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(q) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(r) Communication Tower 
(s) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

 
  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

   

Draft 56 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (MU-U) Mixed Use Urban District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 20,000 square feet lot 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 100 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 50 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 8 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 20 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 120 feet or 10 stories 

Minimum Stepback (from rear and side yards)* 15 feet stepback for any building over 3 stories* 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 20 feet 

*Rear or Side Yard Height Transition to Residential Districts. Where the district abuts an SR-L, SR-
M, SR-H, TR-D, TR-F district at the rear or side lot line, building height at the rear or side yard 
setback line shall not exceed 36 feet or three (3) stories. From this point, building height may 
increase at a ratio of one foot of rise to one foot of horizontal distance away from the property line 
(at a 45 degree angle) up to the maximum allowed height, and the building must incorporate façade 
articulation if greater than 40 feet in width. See Figure 10.01.23d. 

 

 
  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts  

 Section 10.02.34: (MU-D) Mixed Use Downtown Zoning District  

Draft 57 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.34: (MU-D) Mixed Use Downtown  Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to permit downtown commercial and mixed use development at an 
intensity which provides significant incentives for infill development, redevelopment, and the 
continued economic viability of existing development in a modern urban downtown development 
pattern that is compatible with traditional òMain Streetó characteristics of the core blocks in 
Middletonõs historic downtown as depicted by the Downtown Design Overlay Zoning District. 
Residential uses are intended to occur at a density that can be accommodated within the bulk 
requirements of this zoning district. 

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses. *Only a Principal Use Permitted by Right if located on a lot that has 
one street frontage, not including alleys. If the lot is located at the corner of two intersecting streets, 
such uses are not permitted.  

(a) Apartments*  
(b) Individual Family Living 

Arrangement 
(c) Mixed-Use Building 
(d) Live/Work Unit 
(e) Office 
(f) Personal or Professional Service 
(g) Indoor Sales or Service 
(h) Food and Beverage Counter Service 

and Walk-In Pickup 
(i) Restaurants, Taverns, and Indoor 

Commercial Entertainment 
(j) Group Daycare Center (9 or more 

children) 

(k) Bed and Breakfast 
(l) Commercial Indoor Lodging 
(m) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(n) Indoor Institutional  
(o) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(p) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(q) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(r) Essential Services 
(s) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 

residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(t) Transit Center 
(u) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Boarding House Living Arrangement  
(b) Artisan Production Shop 
(c) Physical Activity Studio 
(d) Commercial Kitchen 
(e) Outdoor Commercial Entertainment 
(f) Community Living Arrangement (9-

15 residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(g) Community Living Arrangement 
(16+ residents) meeting the 
requirements of Section 10.03.12 

(h) Institutional Residential 
(i) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(j) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(k) Communication Tower 
(l) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Sections 10.02.35 to 10.02.39: Reserved  

Draft 58 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (MU-D) Mixed-Use Downtown District**. 

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 7,200 square feet 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  100 percent 

Minimum Lot Width None 

Minimum Lot Depth None 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way None***  

Minimum Front Setback 
Minimum: 0 feet 

Maximum: 10 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 
Minimum: 0 feet 

Maximum: 10 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 0 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 10 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 60 feet or 5 stories 

Minimum Stepback (from street-facing façade(s))* 15 feet stepback for any building over 4 stories* 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 20 feet 

*Any building exceeding 4 stories must provide a minimum 15-foot stepback from any street facing 
façade after the fourth story and must incorporate façade articulation, if greater than 40 feet in 
width. See Figure 10.01.23d. 

**See Section 10.02.84 for additional design requirements for properties located within the 
Downtown Design Overlay Zoning District. 

***A minimum of one access easement is required per lot. 

Sections 10.02.35 to 10.02.39: Reserved 
  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.40: (I-L) Light Industrial Zoning District   

Draft 59 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.40: (I-L) Light Industrial Zoning District  

(1) Intent. This district is intended to permit both small- and mid-scale industrial and office development 
at an intensity which is consistent with economic development objectives and compatible with adjacent 
development. The primary distinguishing feature of this district is that it is geared toward indoor 
industrial activities with some loading and unloading which are not typically associated with high noise, 
soot, odors and other potential nuisances for adjoining properties. 

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Commercial Kitchen 
(b) Commercial Animal Daycare 
(c) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 

(d) Essential Services 
(e) Light Industrial  
(f) Indoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(g) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Personal or Professional Service 
(b) Indoor Sales or Service 
(c) Outdoor Sales and Display 
(d) Artisan Production Shop 
(e) Vehicle and Boat Sales 
(f) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(g) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(h) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(i) Large Scale Public Services and 

Utilities 
(j) Production Greenhouse 

(k) Indoor Food Cultivation and 
Farming 

(l) Indoor Food Production and 
Processing 

(m) Transit Center 
(n) Distribution Center 
(o) Heliport 
(p) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(q) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(r) Communication Tower 
(s) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements.  

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.40: (I-L) Light Industrial Zoning District  

Draft 60 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (I-L) Light Industrial District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 20,000 square feet 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 100 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 50 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 25 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 10 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 30 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 50 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area NA 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 45 feet 

 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.41: (R-P) Research Park Zoning District  

Draft 61 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.41: (R-P) Research Park Zoning District 

(1) Intent. It is the intent of the City of Middleton that a Research Park be developed to enhance the 
future of business growth of the City in a planned area for the general mix of business, industrial, 
distribution, and limited retail operations. Retail use may be permitted providing such uses are 
compatible with the adjoining Research Park uses and do not contribute to excessive congestion, alter 
the character, or otherwise detract from the primary purpose of the Research Park as a 
business/industrial employment center.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Office 
(b) Personal or Professional Service 
(c) Indoor Institutional  

(d) Essential Services 
(e) Light Industrial 
(f) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Outdoor Sales and Display 
(b) Artisan Production Shop 
(c) Physical Activity Studio 
(d) Commercial Kitchen 
(e) Food and Beverage Counter Service 

and Walk-In Pickup 
(f) Restaurants, Taverns, and Indoor 

Commercial Entertainment 
(g) Outdoor Commercial Entertainment 
(h) Drive-Through & In-Vehicle Sales or 

Services  
(i) Group Daycare Center (9 or more 

children) 
(j) Commercial Animal Daycare 

(k) Commercial Indoor Lodging 
(l) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(m) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(n) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(o) Large Scale Public Services and 

Utilities  
(p) Transit Center 
(q) Distribution Center 
(r) Heliport 
(s) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(t) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(u) Communication Tower 
(v) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.41: (R-P) Research Park Zoning District  

Draft 62 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (R-P) Research Park District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 20,000 square feet 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  75 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 100 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 50 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 25 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 10 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 20 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 48 feet or 4 stories 

Minimum Stepback (from front façade)* 15 feet stepback for any building over 3 stories 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area NA 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 45 feet 

*Any building exceeding 3 stories must provide a minimum 15-foot stepback from the façade after 
the third story and must incorporate façade articulation, if greater than 40 feet in width. See Figure 
10.01.23d. 

 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.42: (I-M) Medium Industrial Zoning District   

Draft 63 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.42: (I-M) Medium Industrial Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to permit mid-scale to large-scale industrial and office development at 
an intensity which is consistent with economic development objectives and compatible with adjacent 
development. The primary distinguishing feature of this district is that it is geared toward indoor 
industrial activities with some raw materials or finished products stored outside. This district tends to 
be more intense uses than the I-L or R-P districts, but not typically a nuisance for adjoining properties. 

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Essential Services 
(b) Large Scale Public Services and 

Utilities 
(c) Light Industrial  
(d) Indoor Food Production and 

Processing 

(e) Indoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(f) Distribution Center 
(g) Freight Terminal 
(h) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Personal and Professional Service 
(b) Indoor Sales and Service  
(c) Commercial Animal Daycare 
(d) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(e) Vehicle Service and Repair 
(f) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(g) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(h) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(i) Heavy Industrial 

(j) Production Greenhouse 
(k) Indoor Food Cultivation and 

Farming 
(l) Outdoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(m) Transit Center 
(n) Heliport  
(o) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(p) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(q) Communication Tower 
(r) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements.  

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.42: (I-M) Medium Industrial Zoning Dis trict   

Draft 64 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (I-M) Medium Industrial District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 20,000 square feet 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 100 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 50 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 25 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 10 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 30 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 50 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area NA 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 45 feet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.43: (I-H) Heavy Industrial Zoning District  

Draft 65 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.43: (I-H) Heavy Industrial Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to provide space for self-contained and isolated manufacturing and 
industrial operations which are incompatible with residential and commercial uses because of potential 
nuisance or hazard generation. The primary distinguishing feature of this district is that it is geared 
toward both indoor and outdoor industrial activities which may be associated with high noise, soot, 
odors, and other potential nuisances for adjoining properties. 

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Office 
(b) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(c) Vehicle Service and Repair 
(d) Essential Services 
(e) Large Scale Public Services and 

Utilities 
(f) Light Industrial  
(g) Heavy Industrial  

(h) Production Greenhouse 
(i) Indoor Food Cultivation and 

Farming 
(j) Indoor Food Production and 

Processing 
(k) Indoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(l) Distribution Center 
(m) Freight Terminal  
(n) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Indoor Shooting Range 
(b) Adult-Oriented Entertainment 

Business 
(c) Intensive Outdoor Activity 
(d) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(e) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(f) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(g) Outdoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(h) Personal Storage Facility 
(i) Transit Center 

(j) Heliport 
(k) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(l) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(m) Communication Tower 
(n) Composting Facility 
(o) Indoor Recycling Facility 
(p) Large Wind Energy System 
(q) Large Solar Energy System 
(r) Cultivation 
(s) Agricultural Services 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements.  

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Sections 10.02.44 to 10.02.49: Reserved  

Draft 66 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (I-H) Heavy Industrial District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 5 acres 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 200 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 100 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 50 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 50 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 50 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 30 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 50 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area NA 

Accessory Buildings: Residential 

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 45 feet 

 

Sections 10.02.44 to 10.02.49: Reserved 
 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.50: (IOS) Intensive Outdoor Storage Zoning District  

Draft 67 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.50: (IOS) Intensive Outdoor Storage Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to permit large-scale outdoor storage uses associated with significant 
impacts on neighboring properties, particularly related to material usage, aesthetic, visibility, and other 
potential nuisances for adjoining properties. The City will consider the use of this zoning district on a 
case-by-case basis at the request of a property owner. 

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Office 
(b) Outdoor Sales and Display 
(c) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(d) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(e) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(f) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(g) Essential Services 

(h) Light Industrial 
(i) Production Greenhouse 
(j) Indoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(k) Outdoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(l) Personal Storage Facility  
(m) Salvage or Junkyard 
(n) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Large Scale Public Services and 
Utilities 

(b) Heavy Industrial 
(c) Transit Center 
(d) Distribution Center 

(e) Freight Terminal 
(f) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(g) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(h) Communication Tower 
(i) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements.  

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.50: (IOS) Intensive Outdoor Storage Zoning District  

Draft 68 8.22.23 

(2) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (IOS) Intensive Outdoor Storage District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 5 acres 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 200 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 200 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 100 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 50 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 50 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 50 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 50 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 50 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area NA 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 45 feet 

 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.51: (IOC) Intensive Outdoor Commercial Zoning District  

Draft 69 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.51: (IOC) Intensive Outdoor Commercial Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to permit large-scale outdoor commercial entertainment uses associated 
with significant impacts on neighboring properties, particularly related to traffic, parking, noise, 
operating hours, and lighting. The City will consider the use of this zoning district on a case-by-case 
basis at the request of a property owner. 

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Office 
(b) Restaurants, Taverns, and Indoor 

Commercial Entertainment 
(c) Outdoor Commercial Entertainment 
(d) Campground 
(e) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(f) Outdoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 

(g) Intensive Outdoor Activity 
(h) Water-Related Recreation 
(i) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(j) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(k) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(l) Essential Services 
(m) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Large Scale Public Services and 
Utilities 

(b) Outdoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(c) Off-Site Parking Lot 

(d) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(e) Communication Tower 
(f) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements.  

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.51: (IOC) Intensive Outdoor Commercial Zoning District  

Draft 70 8.22.23 

(2) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (IOC) Intensive Outdoor Commercial District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 5 acres 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 200 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 200 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 100 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 50 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 50 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 50 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 50 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 50 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area NA 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 45 feet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.52: (EXD) Extraction/Disposal Zoning District  

Draft 71 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.52: (EXD) Extraction/Disposal Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to provide for quarrying, sand and gravel extraction, and landfill uses 
which, if sited properly, can be located within the City. 

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Office 
(b) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(c) Outdoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(d) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(e) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(f) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(g) Essential Services 

(h) Light Industrial 
(i) Indoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(j) Extraction 
(k) Composting Facility 
(l) Indoor Recycling Facility 
(m) Waste Disposal/Landfill 
(n) Salvage or Junkyard 
(o) Sand and Mineral Processing 
(p) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Large Scale Public Services and 
Utilities 

(b) Heavy Industrial 
(c) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(d) Off-Site Structured Parking 

(e) Communication Tower 
(f) Large Wind Energy System 
(g) Large Solar Energy System 
(h) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements.  

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.52: (EXD) Extraction/Disposal Zoning District  

Draft 72 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (EXD) Extraction/Disposal District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 5 acres 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 200 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 200 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 100 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 50 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 50 feet 

Minimum Side Setback 50 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 50 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 50 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area NA 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 45 feet 

 

  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.53: (AIR) Airport Zoning District  

Draft 73 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.53: (AIR) Airport  Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is established on lands owned by the City of Middleton and operated in 
conjunction with the activities of the Middleton Municipal Airport-Morey Field. Also, see Chapter 31 
of the Municipal Code for Airport Regulations.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses. 

(a) Office  
(b) Outdoor Sales and Display 
(c) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(d) Outdoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(e) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(f) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(g) Active Outdoor Recreation 

(h) Essential Services 
(i) Indoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(j) Airport 
(k) Heliport 
(l) Transit Center 
(m) Distribution Center 
(n) Freight Terminal 
(o) Community Gardens 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Large Scale Public Services and 
Utilities 

(b) Outdoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(c) Off-Site Parking Lot 

(d) Off-Site Structured Parking 
(e) Communication Tower 
(f) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements.  

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

 
  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.53: (AIR) Airport Zoning District  

Draft 74 8.22.23 

(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (AIR) Airport District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 5 acres 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  80 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 200 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 200 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 100 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 50 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 50 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 50 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 50 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area NA 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 45 feet 

 
  



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance Article II: Establishment of Zoning Districts 

 Section 10.02.54: (PR) Parks and Recreation Zoning District  

Draft 75 8.22.23 

Section 10.02.54: (PR) Parks and Recreation Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is established on lands owned by the City of Middleton and operated in 
conjunction with the activities of the Middleton Parks and Recreation Department.  

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses. 

(a) Indoor Institutional 
(b) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(c) Passive Outdoor Recreation 

(d) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(e) Essential Services 
(f) Community Gardens 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Food and Beverage Counter Service 
and Walk-In Pickup 

(b) Restaurants, Taverns, and Indoor 
Commercial Entertainment  

(c) Outdoor Commercial Entertainment 
(d) Campground 

(e) Water-Related Recreation 
(f) Large Scale Public Services and 

Utilities 
(g) Off-Site Parking Lot 
(h) Communication Tower 
(i) Cultivation 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements.  

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 
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(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (PR) Parks and Recreation District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area 3 acres 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  25 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 150 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth None 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way None 

Minimum Front Setback 20 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 20 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 20 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 20 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 35 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation Per the Building Code 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area NA 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback  2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 35 feet 
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Section 10.02.55: (CON) Conservancy Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is established on lands that encompass lowland wetlands, combined with lands on 
the edge or fringe of wetlands, and upland areas. These areas are intended to be preserved as open 
space, natural habitat, scenic areas, lakeshores, wetlands, floodplains, drainageways, steep slopes, 
upland woodlands forests, floodways, or other similar environments, in addition to the provision 
below are also subject to the various overlay districts present on the property (see section 10.02.80). 
Where there is no overlay district present, the following regulations shall apply (subsection (2)-(7) 
below).   

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.

(a) Outdoor Open Space Institutional (b) Passive Outdoor Recreation 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Essential Services 
(b) Cultivation 

(c) Community Garden 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements.  

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 
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(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (CON) Conservancy District.  

 Requirement 

Minimum Lot Area None 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  10% 

Minimum Lot Width None 

Minimum Lot Depth None 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way None 

Minimum Front Setback None 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) NA 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) None 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) None 

Minimum Rear Setback None 

Maximum Principal Building Height None 

Minimum Principal Building Separation None 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to pavement, 
excludes driveway entrances) 

None 

Minimum Parking Required None 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area NA 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback None 

Minimum Side Setback  None 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) None 

Minimum Rear Setback None 

Maximum Height None 

Sections 10.02.56 to 10.02.59: Reserved  
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Section 10.02.60: (AGR) Agricultural  Zoning District 

(1) Intent. This district is intended to preserve productive agricultural lands in the long-term, protect 
existing farm operations from encroachment by incompatible uses, promote further investments in 
farming, and may maintain eligibility for farming incentive programs. This district is also intended to 
permit very low-density single family detached residential development at a density of no more than 
one dwelling unit for every 35 gross acres. 

(2) Principal Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and requirements for 
each of the following land uses.  

(a) Single Family Dwelling Unit  
(b) Individual e Family Living 

Arrangement 
(c) Artisan Production Shop 
(d) Commercial Animal Daycare 
(e) Commercial Animal Boarding 
(f) Outdoor Open Space Institutional 
(g) Passive Outdoor Recreation 
(h) Active Outdoor Recreation 
(i) Essential Services 

(j) Community Living Arrangement (1-8 
residents) meeting the requirements 
of Section 10.03.12 

(k) Cultivation 
(l) Indoor Food Cultivation and 

Farming 
(m) Intensive Agriculture 
(n) Agricultural Services  
(o) Community Garden 

(3) Principal Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Article III for detailed definitions and 
requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(a) Bed and Breakfast 
(b) Campground 
(c) Indoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(d) Outdoor Maintenance Service (Non-

Residential) 
(e) Intensive Outdoor Activity 
(f) Water-Related Recreation 
(g) Indoor Institutional 
(h) Large Scale Public Services and 

Utilities 

(i) Production Greenhouse 
(j) Indoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(k) Outdoor Storage and Wholesaling 
(l) Communication Tower 
(m) Composting Facility 
(n) Indoor Recycling Facility 
(o) Large Wind Energy System 
(p) Large Solar Energy System 
(q) Husbandry 
(r) On-Site Agricultural Retail 

(4) Accessory Uses Permitted by Right. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 
10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(5) Accessory Uses Permitted only as Conditional Use. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and 
Section 10.03.28 for detailed definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 

(6) Temporary Uses. Refer to Section 10.03.05 Table of Land Uses and Section 10.03.30 for detailed 
definitions and requirements for each of the following land uses. 
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(7) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations for the (AGR) Agricultural District. 

 Regulation 

Maximum Residential Density* 1 dwelling unit per 35 acres* 

Minimum Lot Area* 1 acre* 

Maximum Lot Area 2 acres 

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio  25 percent 

Minimum Lot Width 150 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth 120 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage at Right-of-Way 75 feet 

Minimum Front Setback 50 feet 

Minimum Porch Setback (front and side yard) 42 feet 

Minimum Street Side Setback (on corner lots) 50 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) 50 feet 

Minimum Rear Setback 50 feet 

Maximum Principal Building Height 35 feet 

Minimum Principal Building Separation 10 feet 

Minimum Pavement Setback (lot line to 
pavement, excludes driveway entrances) 

5 feet on side and rear yards 

10 feet from any street right-of-way 

Minimum Parking Required See Section 10.06.06 

Minimum Dwelling Unit Structure Area Per the Building Code 

Accessory Buildings:  

Minimum Front Setback Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Side Setback (on corner) 2 feet 

Minimum Side Setback (interior) Even with or behind the principal structure 

Minimum Rear Setback 2 feet 

Maximum Height 45 feet 

*Note: This district is designed to allow the property owner to create one new lot (with a minimum 
lot area of 1 acre and a maximum lot area of 2 acres) from a òparent lotó of between 35 and 70 acres. 
The new lot may include the existing residence, allowing the rest of the undeveloped original lot to 
be sold. The required maximum residential density of one dwelling per 35 acres is intended to retain 
agricultural or other rural uses until urban services are available to enable a zoning map amendment 
to a development-oriented zoning district.  

 

Sections 10.02.61 to 10.02.69: Reserved  
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Section 10.02.70: Planned Unit Development Zoning District (GDP or SIP) 

(1) Purpose. The purpose of this district is to provide for the possible relaxation of certain development 
standards pertaining to the base standards of any zoning district. In exchange for such flexibility, it is 
anticipated that development within a Planned Unit Development District will reflect the Cityõs 
planning policies as set forth in the Cityõs Comprehensive Plan and offer one or more of the following 
advantages: 

(a) Positively contribute to the appearance and function of land uses and site design in the area. 

(b) Promote a greater level of architectural quality while ensuring compatibility with other structures 
in the area.  

(c) Conserve and protect environmentally sensitive areas, areas of natural beauty, and natural green 
spaces.  

(d) Preserve the cultural and historic character and significance of existing structures or areas. 

(e) Provide substantial buffers and transitions between different land uses and densities.   

(f) Reduce congestion on streets and improve pedestrian and bicycle circulation. 

(g) Development would not conflict with or cause overload on such facilities as schools, highways, 
police, fire, or utility services. 

(h) Insure proper maintenance and preservation of any common areas for recreation and esthetic 
enhancement. 

(2) Intent. Planned unit developments are intended to encourage, promote, and provide improved 
environmental design by allowing for greater freedom, imagination, and flexibility in the development 
of land, while ensuring substantial compliance with the basic intent of this Chapter and the City of 
Middleton Comprehensive Plan. To this end, planned unit developments allow diversification and 
variation in the relationship of uses, structures, open spaces, and heights of structures in developments 
conceived and implemented as comprehensive and cohesive unified projects. The Planned Unit 
Development District shall allow development to be designed, reviewed, approved, constructed, and 
managed as approved by the City Council rather than required by the underlying zoning district. 

(a) The City may permit flexibility in the types of uses, area and yard requirements, off-street 
parking, and/or other regulations set forth in this Chapter by use of exceptions/base standard 
modifications subject to the demonstration of their appropriateness for the area under 
consideration.  

(b) It  is not intended that the City will automatically grant exceptions/base standard modifications in 
a Planned Unit Development District, and it is expected the City will grant only such exceptions 
when they are consistent and comparable with benefits to the community that result from the 
Planned Unit Development.  

(c) The City may require, as conditions of approval, any reasonable stipulation, limitation, or design 
factor which will promote suitable development in the Planned Unit Development District. 

(d) A public hearing process is required to review a request for a Planned Unit Development. This 
process will essentially combine the process for a Zoning Map Amendment (for the General 
Development Plan (GDP) Step) with that required for a Conditional Use (for the Specific 
Implementation Plan (SIP) Step), with several additional requirements. See Section 10.10.45 for 
the General Development Plan and Specific Implementation Plan requirements. 

(3) Provision of Flexible Development Standards for Planned Unit Developments. 

(a) Permitted Location 
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1. Planned Unit Developments shall be permitted with the approval of Planned Unit 
Development zoning map amendment, specific to the approved Planned Unit Development, 
within all zoning districts. 

(b) Flexible Development Standards 

1. The following exemptions to the development standards of a base zoning district may be 
provided with the approval of a Planned Unit Development. 

a. Land Use Requirements 

i. All land uses listed as òResidentialó, òInstitutionaló, òMixed-Useó, òCommercialó or 
òIndustrialó in Article III may be permitted within a Planned Unit Development. 

b. Density, Intensity, and Bulk Requirements 

i. All requirements listed in Article IV Bulk Regulations and Article II for Density, 
Intensity, and Bulk Regulations within the SR-L, SR-M, SR-H, MH-D, TR-D, TR-F, 
MR-L, MR-M, MR-U, MR-H, I, MU-ON, MU-N, MU-A, MU-U, MU-D, I-L, R-P, 
I-M, I-H, and AIR Zoning Districts may be waived within a Planned Unit 
Development. 

c. Landscaping Requirements 

i. All requirements listed in Article VIII may be waived within a Planned Unit 
Development. 

d. Parking and Loading Requirements 

i. All requirements listed in Section 10.06.06 and 10.06.07 may be waived within a 
Planned Unit Development. 

(4) Applicability. Areas that may be deemed appropriate for a Planned Unit Development include, but are 
not limited to:  

(a) Transitional areas that involve locations with a mix of different land uses where new 
development is proposed in an area of preexisting uses and buildings. 

(b) Infill areas located in a developed area that involve parcels that may have been bypassed during 
the normal course of urbanization or that have been cleared.  

(c) Redevelopment areas where first or subsequent uses and/or structures are to be replaced by new 
uses and/or structures. 

(d) Special areas that include locations that are considered community gateways or entryway 
corridors and those areas identified as special planning areas in the Cityõs Comprehensive Plan   

(e) Development areas where base zoning standards may not be appropriate and/or needed, and 
where the developer and community will benefit from a greater level of flexibility in land use and 
bulk controls. 

(5) Existing Planned Unit Developments. The following applies to any Planned Unit Development, or 
portion thereof, that was adopted prior to the effective date of this Chapter.  

(a) Any existing Planned Unit Development which has received both General Development Plan 
approval and Specific Implementation Plan approval, shall hereby reference the following most 
equivalent zoning district, as determined by the Zoning Administrator: 
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Figure 10.02.70a Zoning District Translation Table 

Pre-2023 Zoning Districts  Most Equivalent Zoning District 

R-1 Residential District SR-L, SR-M, SR-H 

R-2 Residential District TR-D, TR-F 

R-3 Residential District MR-L 

R-3A Residential District MR-M, MR-U, MR-H 

B-1 Office District MU-N 

B-2 General Business District MU-A 

B-3 Highway Business District MU-U 

B-4 Downtown Business District MU-D 

I Industrial District I-L, R-P, I-M 

AG Agricultural District AGR 

CO-L Lowland Conservancy District CON 

CO-U Upland Conservancy District  

(b) Any existing Planned Unit Development which has received both General Development Plan 
and Specific Implementation Plan approval, but is not yet effective because all required 
conditions have not yet been met, shall hereby meet all required conditions of the adopted 
General Development Plan and Specific Implementation Plan prior to seeking building permits. 
If the required conditions are not met and the Planned Unit Development expires per Section 
10.10.45, the property shall revert back to the most equivalent zoning district in Figure 10.02.70a 
based on its pre-GDP approval, as determined by the Zoning Administrator.  

(c) Any existing Planned Unit Development which has received only General Development Plan 
approval, but has not received Specific Implementation Plan approval, shall hereby be subject to 
all requirements for Specific Implementation Plan approval in Section 10.10.45. If the Specific 
Implementation Plan is not approved and the Planned Unit Development expires per Section 
10.10.45, the property shall revert back to the most equivalent zoning district in Figure 10.02.70a 
based on its pre-GDP approval, as determined by the Zoning Administrator. 

Sections 10.02.71 to 10.02.79: Reserved  
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Sections 10.02.80: Overlay Zoning Districts  

(1) Purpose. The purpose of this Article is to establish overlay zoning districts wherein certain additional 
requirements are superimposed on the underlying standard zoning districts set forth above in this 
Chapter. Each overlay district is intended to address a special land use circumstance beyond those 
addressed by the underlying zoning district. Special requirements include protections against natural 
hazards, protections of valued natural and cultural resources, and guidelines for unique development 
situations. Any nonconforming situation (lot, use, structure, and/or site) shall adhere to the provisions 
of Article V. 

(2) How to Use Sections 10.02.81 ð 10.02.87. 

(a) A given property may lie within one or more overlay zoning district based on its geographic 
location. The provisions of this Article are intended to be consulted before issuance of any 
building permit, site plan approval, conditional use permit, zoning permit, zoning change, or land 
division to ensure the intended use meets all of the requirements of any applicable overlay 
district, in addition to the underlying standard zoning district. For each overlay district 
established in this Article, a definition of the resource or geographic area is provided, followed 
by the specific purposes of the protective regulations governing the resource or geographic 
location, the method of delineating the boundaries of the overlay district, and the development 
regulations.  

(3) For the purpose of this Chapter, the following overlay zoning districts are hereby established. 

(a) (WH) Well-Head Protection Overlay Zoning District 
(b) (S) Shoreland Overlay District 
(c) (A) Airport Height Limit Overlay District 
(d) (DD) Downtown Design Overlay District  
(e) (EC) Environmental Corridor Overlay District 
(f) (F) Floodplain Overlay District. See Chapter 24 of the City Municipal Code 
(g) (W) Wetland Overlay District. See Chapter 29 of the Municipal Code 

(4) Map of Overlay Zoning Districts 

(a) Except where otherwise indicated in this Article, the overlay zoning districts are represented on 
the Official Zoning Map, adopted and from time to time amended by the City of Middleton.  

Section 10.02.81: Well-Head Protection Overlay Zoning District 

(1) Purpose, Authority, and Applicability. 

(a) Residents in the City of Middleton depend exclusively on groundwater for a safe drinking water 
supply.  Certain land use practices and activities can seriously threaten or degrade groundwater 
quality.  The purpose of this Section is to institute land use regulations and restrictions to protect 
the City's drinking water and well fields, and to promote the health, safety and general welfare of 
the residents of the City of Middleton. 

(b) Authority of the City to enact these regulations is established by the Safe Drinking Water Act in 
42 U.S.C. § 300h-7; Wis. Stats. § 281.62(2)(a)5; Wis. Stats. §§ 62.23(7)(a) and (c); and Wis. Admin. 
Code § NR 811.16(5).   

(2) Definitions. 

(a) Aquifer. A saturated, permeable, geologic formation that contains, and will yield, significant 
quantities of water. 

(b) Cone of Depression. The area around a well, in which the natural water level has been lowered at 
least by one-tenth of a foot by pumping of the well. 
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(c) Existing Facilities. Current facilities, practices and activities which may cause or threaten to cause 
environmental pollution within that portion of the Cityõs wellhead protection area that lies within 
the corporate limits of the City. Existing facilities include but are not limited to the type listed in 
the Department of Natural Resources form 3300-215, òPublic Water Supply Potential 
Contaminant Use Inventory Formó which is incorporated herein as if fully set forth. 

(d) Five Year Time of Travel. The recharge area upgradient of the cone of depression, the outer 
boundary of which is defined by the estimated distance at all points from any pumping well that 
groundwater will take five years to travel to any pumping well. 

(e) Recharge Area. The land area which contributes water to a well by infiltration of water into the 
subsurface and movement with groundwater toward the well.  This area extends beyond the 
corporate limits of the City of Middleton. 

(f) Well Field. A parcel of land used for construction of a well to supply a municipal water system. 

(3) Wellhead Protection Area. Wellhead Protection Areas are hereby established consisting of 
requirements for minimum separation distances from municipal wells and designation of wellhead 
protection zones, in which land uses are regulated. These regulations overlay the regulations for the 
underlaying zoning district designated for the area. Whenever the regulations in the Wellhead 
Protection Area and the underlaying zoning regulations conflict, the more restrictive regulation shall 
apply. 

(a) Separation Distances. The following minimum separation distances shall be maintained from all 
municipal wells. 

1. Fifty feet between a municipal well and storm sewer main. 

2. Two hundred feet between a municipal well and: 

a. Any sanitary sewer main, sanitary sewer manhole, or lift station. A lesser separation 
distance may be allowed for sanitary sewer mains where the sanitary sewer main is 
constructed of water main materials and joints and pressure tested in place to meet 
current American Waterworks Association (AWWA) C600 specifications.  In no case 
may the separation distance between a municipal well and sanitary sewer main be less 
than 50 feet.; or 

b. Single family residential fuel oil tank. 

3. Four hundred feet between a municipal well and: 

a. A septic tank or soil adsorption unit receiving less than 8,000 gallons per day; or 

b. A cemetery; or 

c. A storm water pond. 

4. Six hundred feet between a municipal well and any gasoline or fuel oil storage tank 
installation that has received written approval from the Wisconsin Department of 
Commerce (hereafter òCommerceó) or its designated agent under Wis. Admin. Code § 
Comm. 10.10. 

5. One thousand feet between a municipal well and: 

a. Land application of municipal, commercial or industrial waste; or 

b. The boundaries of a land spreading facility for spreading of petroleum-contaminated soil 
regulated under Wis. Admin. Code Chap. NR 718 while that facility is in operation; or   

c. Industrial, commercial or municipal waste water lagoons or storage structures; or 
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d. Manure stacks or storage structures; or 

e. A septic tank or soil adsorption unit receiving 8,000 gallons per day or more. 

6. Twelve hundred feet between a municipal well and: 

a. Any solid waste storage, transportation, transfer, incineration, air curtain destructor, 
processing, wood burning, one time disposal or small demolition facility; or 

b. Sanitary landfill; or 

c. Any property with residual groundwater contamination that exceeds Wis. Admin. Code 
Chap. NR 140 enforcement standards that is shown on the Department of Natural 
Resourcesõ geographic information system registry of closed remediation sites; or    

d. A coal storage area; or 

e. A salt or deicing material storage area; or 

f. Gasoline or fuel oil storage tanks that have not received written approval from 
Commerce or its designated agent under Wis. Admin. Code Chap. Comm 10.10; or 

g. Bulk fuel storage facilities; or  

h. Pesticide or fertilizer handling or storage facilities. 

(b) Wellhead Protection Zones. 

1. Zone A. Zone A is the primary source of water for the municipal well aquifer and as the area 
most likely to transmit groundwater contamination to the municipal wells. Zone A is equal 
to the Five Year Time of Travel. 

2. Zone A - Permitted Uses. The following uses are permitted within Zone A of the Wellhead 
Protection Area.  Uses not listed shall be prohibited: 

a. Parks, provided there is no on-site wastewater disposal or fuel storage tank facilities 
associated with this use. 

b. Playgrounds. 

c. Wildlife areas. 

d. Non-motorized trails, such as bike, skiing, nature and fitness trails. 

e. Residential, commercial and industrial property which is served by municipal sanitary 
sewer and lack underground and above-ground storage tanks. 

3. Zone B. Zone B is the secondary source of water for the municipal well aquifer because of 
the large cone of depression and a greater time of travel. Zone B is the area beyond the 
boundary of Zone A but within a 1,200 foot radius of a municipal well. 

4. Zone B - Permitted Uses. The following uses are permitted within Zone B of the Wellhead 
Protection Area.  Uses not listed shall be considered prohibited: 

a. All uses listed as permitted in Zone A.  

b. Modified agricultural activities, including any crop not treated with pesticides and/or 
synthetic fertilizers. 

c. Above-ground petroleum product storage tanks less than 660 gallons. All new or 
replaced tanks shall be installed in compliance with Wis. Admin. Code Chap. Comm. 10. 
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d. Residential, commercial and industrial property which is served by municipal sanitary 
sewer or has a state-approved private on-site waste treatment system. 

e. Motor vehicle filling and service stations that have received written approval from the 
Wisconsin Department of Commerce under Wis. Admin. Code Chap. Comm. 10. 

5. Mapping. The location and boundaries of the Wellhead Protection Areas established by this 
Section shall be set forth in the City of Middleton Wellhead Protection Plan adopted 
pursuant to Wis. Admin. Code § NR 811.16(5) including plan components for existing wells.  
The provisions of the City of Middleton Wellhead Protection Plan and all future 
amendments thereto, are hereby incorporated into this Section as though fully set forth and 
described herein.  The official copy of the City of Middleton Wellhead Protection Plan shall 
be kept in the office of the City Clerk and shall be available for view at City Hall. 

(4) Review of Building Permit Application Prior to the issuance of a building permit for any use in the 
Wellhead Protection Area, the Zoning Administrator shall review the proposed use to ensure that the 
use is consistent with this ordinance. 

(5) Exceptions and Revocations. 

(a) Applicants may seek exceptions to this ordinance by requesting a variance from the Zoning 
Board of Appeals.  The Zoning Board of Appeals shall apply the same standards for granting 
variances to this Section as for all zoning variances.  Under no circumstances shall a variance be 
issued unless the Zoning Board of Appeals finds that the variance along with any conditions 
attached thereto will adequately protect the groundwater from contamination.  Such conditions 
may include, but are not limited to requirements to post a bond or surety to guarantee funds to 
meet obligations, future groundwater monitoring.   

(b) No variances shall be granted for any gasoline or fuel oil storage tank. 

(c) Applicants for a variance shall be solely and exclusively responsible for any cost associated with 
the application, including but not limited to all of the following: 

1. The cost of any environmental impact study or other information gathering reasonably 
required by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

2. The cost of City employeesõ time associated in any way with the application based on the 
hourly rate paid to the employee multiplied by a factor, determined by the City 
Administrator, representing the City's costs for expenses, benefits, insurance, sick leave, 
holidays, overtime, vacation and other similar benefits.  

3. The cost of City equipment employed in evaluating the application. 

4. The cost of mileage reimbursed to City employees in evaluating the application. 

(d) The Zoning Board of Appeals may revoke a variance if any one or more of the following occur:   

1. A provision of this ordinance has been violated, and the violation has not been or cannot be 
satisfactorily remedied within a reasonable time frame as determined by the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. 

2. A condition imposed on the approval has been violated, and the violation has not been or 
cannot be satisfactorily remedied within a reasonable time frame as determined by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 

3. Use of the property is discontinued for a period of one (1) year. 

(6) Requirements for Existing Facilities and Land Uses Within Wellhead Protection Areas. 
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(a) Existing facilities and land uses shall, unless such facilities constitute a public nuisance or an 
imminent threat to public health and safety, shall be entitled to continue as a legal 
nonconforming use pursuant to Article V. This section shall not be interpreted to prohibit 
normal maintenance or minor repairs. 

(b) The Director of Public Works may require existing facility owners to create, file, and maintain a 
contingency plan satisfactory to the Director of Public Works which details how the facility 
owner intends to respond to any emergency which may cause or threaten to cause environmental 
pollution that may occur at the facility, including, but not limited to plans for notifying State, 
County, and local officials. 

(7) Enforcement and Penalties. 

(a) In the event any contaminants are released which could endanger the water quality within a 
Wellhead Protection Area, the owner, operator or other responsible party causing said release 
shall immediately cease and desist all activities and operations posing any risk to groundwater 
quality, and shall provide notification and cleanup satisfactory to the Director of Public Works.  
Following any such discharge, the Director of Public Works may require owner to perform 
additional groundwater monitoring or other environmental analysis. 

(b) The owner, operator or other responsible party shall be responsible for all costs of cleanup, 
including but not limited to, all of the following: 

1. The actual cost of City consultant fees at the invoice amount. 

2. The cost of City employeesõ time associated in any way with the cleanup based on the hourly 
rate paid to the employee multiplied by a factor determined by the City Administrator, 
representing the City's cost for expenses, benefits, insurance, sick leave, holidays, overtime, 
vacation, and similar benefits. 

3. The cost of City equipment employed in the cleanup. 

4. The cost of mileage reimbursed to the City employees attributed to the cleanup. 

(c) Violations. It shall be unlawful to construct or use any structure, land or water in violation of this 
Ordinance. Violations of this Section shall constitute a public nuisance. Any person who is 
specifically damaged by such violations may institute appropriate action or proceeding to enjoin a 
violation of this Section. 

(d) Penalties. Any person, firm or corporation who fails to comply with the provisions of this 
Section shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor 
more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) plus statutory costs, assessments and penalties.  Each 
day a violation exists or continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

(8) Severability Clause. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause paragraph or phrase of this Ordinance 
is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, or other applicable administrative body, such decision shall not affect the validity of any 
other section, subsection, sentence, clause, paragraph or phrase or portion thereof.  The Common 
Council of the City of Middleton hereby declares that they would have passed this Ordinance and each 
section, subsection, sentence, clause, paragraph or phrase thereof irrespective of the fact that any one 
or more other sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, paragraphs, or phrases may be declared invalid 
or unconstitutional. 
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Section 10.02.82: Shoreland Overlay Zoning District 

(1) Statutory Authorization, Findings Of Fact, Statement Of Purpose And Title. 

(a) Statutory Authorization. This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authorization in Wis. Stats. §§ 
62.23 and 62.233. 

(b) Finding of Fact and Purpose. Uncontrolled use of shorelands and pollution of the navigable 
waters of the municipality would adversely affect the public health, safety, convenience, and 
general welfare and impair the tax base. The Legislature of Wisconsin has delegated responsibility 
to all municipalities to: 

1. Promote the public health, safety, convenience and general welfare; 

2. Limit certain land use activities detrimental to shorelands; and 

3. Preserve shore cover and natural beauty by controlling the location of structures in 
shoreland areas. 

(2) General Provisions. 

(a) Compliance. The use of shorelands within the shoreland area of the municipality shall be in full 
compliance with the terms of this ordinance and other applicable local, state or federal 
regulations. All permitted development shall require the issuance of a zoning permit unless 
otherwise expressly excluded by a provision of this ordinance. 

(b) Municipalities and State Agencies Regulated. Unless specifically exempted by law, all cities, 
villages, towns, and counties are required to comply with this ordinance and obtain all necessary 
permits. State agencies are required to comply if Wis. Stats. §13.48(13) applies.  

(c) Abrogation and Greater Restrictions.  

1. This ordinance supersedes all the provisions of any other applicable municipal ordinance 
except that where another municipal ordinance is more restrictive than this ordinance, that 
ordinance shall continue in full force and effect to the extent of the greater restrictions, but 
not otherwise. 

2. This ordinance is not intended to repeal, abrogate or impair any existing deed restrictions, 
covenants or easements. However, where this ordinance imposes greater restrictions, the 
provisions of this ordinance shall prevail. 

(d) Interpretation. In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this ordinance shall be 
held to be minimum requirements and shall be liberally construed in favor of the municipality 
and shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other powers granted by the Wisconsin 
Statutes or Wisconsin Constitution.  

(e) Severability. Should any portion of this ordinance be declared invalid or unconstitutional by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected. 

(f) Applicability of Shoreland District Regulations. The Shoreland Zoning District regulations apply 
only those shorelands as defined in (g) below.  

(g) District Boundaries. The Shoreland District areas regulated by this ordinance shall include all the 
lands (referred to herein as shorelands) in the City of Middleton that are: 

1. Within 1,000 feet of the ordinary highwater mark of navigable lakes, ponds or flowages.  
Lakes, ponds or flowages shall be presumed to be navigable if they are listed in Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources Surface Water Data viewer available on the DNR website, 
or are shown on United States Geological Survey quadrangle maps or other zoning base 
maps. 
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2. Within 300 feet of the ordinary highwater mark of navigable rivers or streams, or to the 
landward side of the floodplain, whichever distance is greater. Rivers and streams shall be 
presumed to be navigable if they are designated as continuous waterways or intermittent 
waterways on United States Geological Survey quadrangle maps. Flood hazard boundary 
maps, flood insurance rate maps, flood boundary-floodway maps, county soil survey maps or 
other existing county floodplain zoning maps shall be used to delineate floodplain areas. 

3. Determinations of navigability and ordinary highwater mark location shall initially be made 
by the Zoning Administrator. When questions arise, the Zoning Administrator shall contact 
the appropriate district office of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for a final 
determination of navigability or ordinary highwater mark. 

4. Pursuant to Wis. Stats. §§ 61.353(7) or 62.233, the Shoreland Zoning District does not 
include lands adjacent to an artificially constructed drainage ditch, pond, or retention basin if 
the drainage ditch, pond or retention basin is not hydrologically connected to a natural 
navigable water body. 

(h) Effect of Existing Land Division, Sanitary, Zoning, and Other Regulations. The lands within the 
Shoreland Zoning District are subject to all applicable provisions of the City of Middleton 
Municipal Code. Where the provisions of this ordinance are more restrictive than other 
regulations in the Municipal Code, the provisions of this ordinance shall apply.  

(3) Setbacks From The Water. 

(a) Building and Structure Setbacks. 

1. All buildings and structures shall be set back at least 50 feet from the ordinary high-water 
mark. 

2. Reduced Principal building setback: A setback less than the 50õ setback required from the 
ordinary high water mark shall be permitted for a proposed principal structure and shall be 
determined as follows: 

a. Where there are existing principal buildings on each adjacent lot, the setback shall equal 
the average of the distances the two existing principal buildings are setback from the 
ordinary high water mark or 35õ from the ordinary high water mark, whichever distance 
is greater. 

(4) Definitions. In this Section: 

(a) òPrincipal buildingó means the main building or structure on a single lot or parcel of land and 
includes any attached garage or attached porch. 

(b) òShorelandsó has the meaning given in Wis. Stats. § 59.692(1)(b). 

(c) òShoreland setback areaó has the meaning given in Wis. Stats. § 59.692(1)(bn).    
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Section 10.02.83: Airport Height Limit Overlay Zoning District 

(1) Statutory Authorization. This Section is adopted pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 114.136.  

(2) Definitions. 

(a) òAirportó. Middleton Municipal AirportñMorey Field, which is located in Section 3, Town 7 
North, Range 8 East, in the City of Middleton, Dane County, Wisconsin.   

(b) òNonconforming useó. Any structure which does not conform to the provisions of this 
Ordinance or an amendment thereto, as of the effective date of this ordinance.   

(c) òPersonó. Any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, limited liability company, 
limited liability partnership, association, joint stock associations, or body politic, and includes any 
trustee, receiver, assignee, or other similar representative thereof.   

(d) òStructureó. Any object, including a mobile object, constructed, installed or located by a person.   

(e) òHeightó. The elevation above Mean Sea Level of the top of the structure, including any 
appurtenance installed thereon.   

(f) òPermitó. Written permission from the City of Middleton on a form provided by the City stating 
that the proposed structure site either conforms to this Section or has been granted a variance, 
per subsection (6). 

(3) Airport Height Restriction Areas. All zones established by this section are as shown on the map dated 
September 4, 2003 entitled, òHeight Limitation Zoning Map, Morey Airport, Dane County, 
Wisconsin,ó which is attached hereto and adopted as part of this Section. 

(4) Nonconforming Uses 

(a) Not Retroactive. The regulations prescribed by this Section shall not be construed to require the 
removal, lowering or other change or alteration of any structure not conforming to the 
regulations as of the effective date of this Section, or otherwise interfere with the continuance of 
any nonconforming use, except as otherwise provided by subsection (6). Nothing herein 
contained shall require any change in the construction, alteration or intended use of any 
structure, if the construction or alteration of such was begun prior to the effective date of this 
Section, and if such is diligently prosecuted. 

(b) Removal by Purchase. This section shall not interfere with the removal of nonconforming uses 
by purchase or the use of eminent domain. 

(5) Airport Height Limitations. No structure shall be constructed, altered or located to a height in excess 
of the elevation indicated on the map referred to in subsection (3) of this Section. Any structure 
constructed, altered, or located in violation of this Section shall be removed at the ownerõs expense. 

(6) Permits 

(a) Future Uses. No structure shall hereafter be constructed or located that exceeds the height 
indicated in any zone created by subsection (3) of this Section until the owner or his or her agent 
shall have applied in writing and obtained a permit from the City Zoning Administrator.  
Application for such permit shall indicate the purpose for which the permit is desired, with 
sufficient information to permit the Zoning Administrator to determine whether such structure 
would conform to the regulations herein prescribed.  If such determination is in the affirmative, 
the permit shall be granted.   

(b) Existing Uses. Before any nonconforming structure may be replaced, altered, or rebuilt, a permit 
shall be applied for and secured in the manner prescribed in subsection (6)(a) authorizing such 
change, replacement or repair. Such permit shall be granted if the structure will not become a 
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greater hazard to air navigation than it was on the effective date of this ordinance, or than it was 
when the application for permit was made.   

(c) Exemptions. Permits are not required for structures less than thirty-five (35) feet in height above 
the ground and within one-half mile of the airport boundary, for structures less than fifty (50) 
feet in height above the ground within the area beginning one-half mile from the airport 
boundary and extending to one mile from the airport boundary, and for structures less than one 
hundred (100) feet in height above the ground within the area beginning one mile from the 
airport boundary and extending to three miles from the airport boundary.  

(d) Posting. Said permit shall be posted in a prominent place on the premises prior to and during the 
period of construction, erection, installation or establishment.   

(e) Variances. Upon appeal in special cases the Board of Appeals may, after investigation and public 
hearing, grant a variance from the terms of this ordinance. Such variance shall not be contrary to 
the public interest or create a hazard to the safe, normal operation of aircraft.  

(7) Administration. It shall be the duty of the City Zoning Administrator to administer and enforce the 
regulations prescribed herein. Applications for permits and variances shall be made on a form provided 
by the Zoning Administrator. Applications for permits and applications for variances shall be granted 
or denied within 45 days of the date of filing. Applications for variances shall include evidence of 
Federal Aviation Administration review of the proposed construction (FAA Form 7460-1, òNotice of 
Proposed Constructionó). Appeals shall be transmitted by the Zoning Administrator to the Board of 
Appeals for hearing and decision. 

(8) Board of Appeals. The City Zoning Board of Appeals, as established under Section 10.10.13, shall: 

(a) Hear and decide appeals from any determination made by the Zoning Administrator in the 
enforcement of this Ordinance; and   

(b) Hear and decide specific variances. 

(9) Appeals and Review. 

(a) Aggrieved Person. Any person aggrieved or affected by any decision or action of the Zoning 
Administrator made in the administration of this Section may appeal such decision or action to 
the Board of Appeals.  

(b) Procedure. Any appeal taken pursuant to this section shall be in conformity with the procedure 
established by the applicable Wisconsin Statutes (Wis. Stats. § 114). 

(c) Meetings. In reviewing appeals under this Section, all meetings and hearings of the Zoning Board 
of Appeals shall be open to the public. Notice of all meetings of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
under this Section shall be given to the applicant, the Zoning Administrator and to the Clerk of 
the municipality where the property of the aggrieved person is located, if that property is outside 
the corporate limits of the City of Middleton. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall conduct a 
public hearing on each such matter that comes before it, preceded by publication of a Class 1 
notice. 

(10) Fees. Permit and appeal fees shall be paid in the amount set forth in the Fee Schedule under Section 
3.12 of the City of Middleton Municipal Code.  

(11) Penalties. Any person violating any of the provisions of this Section shall, upon conviction, be subject 
to a forfeiture as set forth in Section 30.04 of the City of Middleton Municipal Code.  

(12) Severability. If any of the provisions of this Section or the application thereof to any persons or 
circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the 
Section which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the 
provisions of this Section are declared to be severable.  
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(13) Conflicting Regulations. Where there exists a conflict between any of the regulations or limitations 
prescribed in this Section and any other regulations applicable to the same area, whether the conflict be 
with respect to the height of the structure or any other matter, the more stringent limitations or 
requirements shall govern and prevail.  

(14) Effect. This Section shall take effect and be in force upon passage and publication.  This Section 
supersedes any previous Section regulating the height of structures in the vicinity of the airport. 

Section 10.02.84: Downtown Design Overlay Zoning District 

(1) Purpose. This district is intended to implement the urban design recommendations of the 
Comprehensive Plan, by preserving and enhancing the historical quality of the downtown, and by 
attaining a consistent visually pleasing image for the downtown area, as defined by the mapped 
boundaries of the Downtown Design Overlay Zoning District.  

(2) Applicability. The regulations of this Section shall apply to new development and changes to the 
exterior of any building within the mapped boundaries of the Downtown Design Overlay Zoning 
District. 

(a) All design requirements for renovation, design alteration, and project review within the 
Downtown Overlay Zoning District can be found in Section 10.07.50 Special Areas. 

Section 10.02.85: Environmental Corridor Overlay Zoning District 

(1) Purpose. This district is intended to preserve, protect, and enhance lakes, ponds, wetlands, woodlands, 
wildlife habitat areas, areas of rough topography, and related scenic areas. The preservation, protection 
and enhancement of these areas will serve to maintain safe and healthful conditions; maintain and 
improve water quality, both ground and surface; prevent flood damage; protect wildlife habitat; protect 
native plant communities; avoid location of structures on soils which are generally not suitable for such 
use; control erosion and sedimentation; and maintain the natural beauty of the City of Middleton.  

(2) District boundary. The Environmental Corridor (EC) Overlay District encompasses those areas 
delineated as environmental corridors by the Capital Area Regional Planning Commission (CARPC), as 
amended from time to time; archaeological and historical sites mapped by the State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO) or the Wisconsin Historical Society; any drainageway mapped by the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources, CARPC or United States Geological Survey (USGS) ; and any 
drainageway of concern as determined by the City Engineer  The boundaries are depicted on the Official 
Zoning Map. Refinement of these boundaries is required by on-site delineation: 

(a) Refinement of Overlay Zoning District boundaries by on-site delineation. Because the mapping 
of environmental and cultural resource areas protected by the City of Middleton as provided by 
county, state, and federal sources is general and not provided at a surveyed level of accuracy, the 
boundary of each resource on a parcel proposed for development activity that is identified on the 
Cityõs map of overlay zoning districts and online map viewer shall be subject to a site visit and 
staking of each resource boundary located on the parcel. This staking shall be conducted by an 
expert in the resource officially recognized by the agency responsible for the general source 
mapping of that resource. 

1. For the wellhead protection area, the staking shall be done by the City Engineer. 

2. For any archeological site mapped by the SHPO or the Wisconsin Historical Society, 
the staking shall be done by an expert recognized by that agency. 

3. For any historical site mapped by the Wisconsin Historical Society, the staking shall be 
done by an expert recognized by that agency. 
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4. For any environmental corridor mapped by the Capital Area Regional Planning 
Commission (CARPC), the staking shall be approved by that agency and the Zoning 
Administrator. 

5. For any wetland mapped by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, the 
staking shall be done by an expert recognized by that agency. 

6. For any floodway, flood fringe, or flood storage area identified by FEMA or the 
Floodplain Zoning Ordinance, the staking shall be done by a licensed surveyor or civil 
engineer and approved by the Floodplain Zoning Administrator. 

7. For any steep slopes area, any woodland, any stream or drainageway, the staking shall 
be done by a licensed surveyor or civil engineer. 

8. For the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) of a navigable waterway, the staking 
shall be performed in consultation with the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources and approved by the Zoning Administrator 

(b) The mapping of all resource area staking shall be conducted by a licensed surveyor or civil 
engineer, and all resource areas present on the parcel shall be depicted on all site plans, grading 
and erosion control plans, and stormwater management plans required for submittal to the City 
for development activity proposed for the parcel. 

(c) Existing developed impervious areas are exempt from inclusion within the environmental 
corridors. 

(3) Components of environmental corridors. Environmental corridor lands contain the following natural 
resource components: navigable and non-navigable natural streams and natural drainageways as mapped 
by WisDNR, CARPC, or USGS; drainageways of concern as determined by the City Engineer; vegetative 
buffers for wetlands and shorelands (per the Shoreland Overlay see Section 10.02.82); 100-year 
floodplains and floodways; steep  slopes (with a 12 percent gradient and higher in the glaciated portions 
of the city, 20 percent gradient and higher for the driftless portion of the city); public lands, parks, and 
conservancy areas; wetlands; woodlands; navigable waterways; archaeological and historic sites; problem 
soil areas and unique geologic formations; endangered and sensitive habitats (based on DNR 
determination), stormwater facilities; significant or sensitive groundwater recharge areas. 

(4) Permitted uses. The following uses are permitted in the EC Overlay Zoning District:  

(a) Construction and maintenance of fences, piers, docks, walkways, including those built on pilings.  

(b) Hiking, fishing, trapping, hunting, swimming, and boating, unless prohibited by other laws or 
ordinances.  

(c) Harvesting of wild crops, such as marsh hay, ferns, moss, wild rice, berries, syrup, tree fruits and 
tree seeds in a manner that is not injurious to the natural reproduction of such crops and that 
does not involve filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling, or excavating.  

(d) Silviculture, including the planting, thinning, and harvesting of timber, provided that no filing, 
flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling, or excavating is done except for temporary water 
level stabilization measures to alleviate abnormally wet or dry conditions which would have an 
adverse impact on silvicultural activities if not corrected.  

(e) Existing agricultural uses, provided that they do not involve extension of cultivated areas, 
extension of or creation of new drainage systems, and further provided, that they do not 
substantially disturb or impair the natural fauna, flora, topography, or water regimen.  

(f) Ditching, tilling, dredging, excavating, or filling done to maintain or repair an existing agricultural 
drainage system, only to the extent necessary to maintain the level of drainage required to 
continue the agricultural use.  
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(g) Maintenance, repair, replacement and reconstruction of existing streets, roads and bridges.  

(h) Forest and game management.  

(i) Park and recreational activities and passive recreational trails.  

(j) Preservation of scenic, historic, natural areas and critical species habitat sites.  

(k) Grading, filling, and slope stabilization methods and structures such as retaining walls (including 
the removal of vegetation in such areas) used to remove, reduce, and stabilize steep slope areas 
as depicted on a grading and erosion control plan approved by the City Engineer.  

(5) Conditional uses. The following uses are permitted as conditional uses within the EC District:  

(a) Public services and utilities.  

(b) Land disturbing activity (other than grading, filling, and slope stabilization per subsection (4)(k) 
above), meeting the requirements of this section.  

(c) Development regulations within the EC District. Development may be accommodated in the 
upland portions of the EC District (not located within a floodway, floodplain, flood storage area, 
or the buffer of a wetland, lake, pond, navigable stream, or other drainageway) as a conditional 
use. The following provisions shall apply:  

1. All development shall comply with all of the requirements of the underlying standard 
zoning district, all other applicable overlay zoning districts, and the requirements of 
this section specific to the EC District.  

2. All land disturbing activities shall comply with City land division regulations (Chapter 
19) and the construction and erosion control ordinance (Chapter 28).  

3. Development does not result in significant adverse water quality impacts or erosion 
potential as determined by the City engineer.  

4. Development of the remaining environmental corridor lands is prohibited by a 
conservation easement or deed restriction in a manner approved by the City attorney.  

5. The development shall not threaten the environmental integrity or function of the 
remaining corridor.  

6. Development is compact rather than scatted in nature.  

7. No structures shall be erected within the separation distances specified in subsection 
(6), below.  

8. No lands shall be disturbed within the separation distances specified in subsection (6), 
below.  

9. No vegetation shall be removed from within the separation distances specified in 
subsection (6), below, except for invasive, non-native, dead or diseased vegetation. All 
development shall meet the separation distance requirements in subsection (6), below.  

(6) Separation distance requirements. 

(a) The disturbed or developed area shall be located a minimum of ten feet from woodlands.  

(b) The disturbed or developed area shall be located a minimum of ten feet from steep slopes.  

(c) All lands within 50 feet of the ordinary high-water mark of any other navigable water (including 
lakes, navigable ponds, navigable streams, or other navigable features) as mapped by WisDNR. 
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(d) All lands within 30 feet of the top-of-bank of any non-navigable drainageway mapped by 
WisDNR, CARPC, or USGS; and any other drainageway of concern as determined by the City 
Engineer. 

(e) For the required setback of disturbed or developed areas from wetlands, shorelands, and 
floodplains, see Section 10.02.82 and Chapters 24 and 29 of the City of Middleton Municipal 
Code.  

(7) Tree cutting and shrubbery clearing limited. Except as permitted under a conditional use permit, lands 
lying within the EC District shall not be clear cut of trees, shrubbery or underbrush. No more than ten 
percent of the natural vegetation shall be removed from a parcel. Areas not occupied by structures or 
driveways shall be replanted with other vegetation that is equally effective in minimizing runoff, 
preventing erosion, and preserving natural beauty. Normal pruning, trimming and shearing of vegetation; 
removal of dead, diseased, insect-infested vegetation; and silvicultural thinning conducted under the 
recommendation of a forester shall be exempt from this restriction.  

(8) Variances. Any requested variation from this Section shall be subject to review and approval by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals as described in Section 10.10.51.  

(9) Enforcement. 

(a) Penalty. Any person who violates, neglects, or refuses to comply with any of the provisions of 
this section shall be subject to a penalty as provided by Section 30.04 of the City of Middleton 
Municipal Code.  

(b) Injunction. The City may, in addition to any other remedy, seek an injunction or restraining 
order against the party alleged to have violated the provisions of this section.  

(c) Restoration costs. The person in violation of this section shall perform mitigation measures, such 
as reforestation wetland enhancements, erosion mitigation, or slope stabilization as determined 
appropriate by the City. As a substitute for, or in addition to any other action, the City may 
commence legal action against the person in violation of this section.  

Section 10.02.86: Floodplain Overlay Zoning District 
See Chapter 24 of the City Municipal Code. 

Section 10.02.87: Wetland Overlay Zoning District  
See Chapter 29 of the City Municipal Code. 

Sections 10.02.88 to 10.02.99: Reserved 
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ARTICLE III:  LAND USE REGULATIONS 

Section 10.03.01: Purpose  
The purpose of this Article is to indicate which land uses may locate in each zoning district and under what 
requirements; and which land uses may not locate therein. Certain land uses may locate in a given district as a 
matter of right upon compliance with special regulations for such a land use. A further distinction is made for 
land uses which may locate in a given district only upon obtaining a conditional use or temporary use permit. 

Section 10.03.02: Regulation of Allowable Uses 
The allowable land uses for each zoning district are established in Article II of this Chapter. Detailed 
descriptions and regulations for uses are found in Sections 10.03.06 through 10.03.30. No land use is 
permitted or permissible on a property unless it can be located on it or implemented in full compliance with 
all of the applicable standards and regulations of this Chapter or unless an appropriate variance has been 
granted pursuant to Section 10.10.51. For land uses not specifically listed, the Zoning Administrator shall 
make an interpretation to identify a comparable use or determine if an amendment to this Chapter is 
necessary.   

(1) Principal Land Uses Permitted by Right. Principal land uses listed as permitted by right (designated by 
the letter òPó in Section 10.03.05) are permitted per the general land use requirements of this Article; 
per the density, intensity, and bulk regulations of the specific zoning district in which they are located; 
per any additional requirements imposed by applicable overlay districts; per all other applicable 
requirements of this Chapter; and per any and all other applicable City, county, state, and federal 
regulations.  

(2) Principal Land Uses Permitted as Conditional Uses. Principal land uses allowed only with a conditional 
use permit (designated by the letter òCó in Section 10.03.05) may be permitted subject to all the 
requirements applicable to uses permitted by right as listed in Subsection (1), above, plus any additional 
requirements applicable to that particular land use imposed as part of the conditional use permit 
process established in Section 10.10.32. Except for uses approved under a general development plan 
and specific implementation plan in a planned unit development (see Section 10.10.45), all uses 
requiring a conditional use permit shall comply with the procedural requirements of Section 10.10.32. 

(3) Accessory Land Uses. Accessory land uses are allowed subject to all the requirements and exceptions 
applicable to principal land uses permitted by right as listed in Subsection (1), above. Accessory land 
uses allowed only with a conditional use permit are subject to all the requirements and exceptions 
applicable to principal land uses requiring a conditional use permit as listed in Subsection (2), above. 
Accessory land uses shall also comply with the following listed regulations. 

(a) No accessory structure or use shall be constructed on any lot prior to the establishment of an 
allowable principal use, unless otherwise stated in this Chapter.  

(b) Accessory land uses and structures shall not be located within the required front or street yard 
setback. This applies to corner, single-frontage, and double-frontage lots. 

(c) In no instance shall an accessory structure, unfinished cellar, unfinished basement, tent, or 
recreational trailer be used as a residence. 

(4) Temporary Land Uses. Temporary land uses permitted by right (designated by the letter òPó in the 
Table of Land Uses in Section 10.03.05) are permitted on a temporary basis subject to permitting 
requirements of Section 10.10.30 of this Chapter. Temporary land uses permitted only with a 
conditional use permit (designated by the letter òCó in the Table of Land Uses) may be permitted 
subject to temporary use and conditional use permitting requirements of Sections 10.10.32. 
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Section 10.03.03: Regulations Applicable to All Land Uses 
All uses of land initiated within the jurisdiction of this Chapter on, or following, the effective date of this 
Chapter shall comply with all of the provisions of this Chapter.  

(1) Land Use Regulations and Requirements. All uses of land shall comply with all the regulations and 
requirements of this Chapter. Such regulations directly relate to the protection of the health, safety, 
and general welfare of the residents of the City of Middleton.  

(2) Density, Intensity, and Bulk Regulations and Requirements. All development and use of land shall 
comply with all the applicable requirements of Articles II and IV of this Chapter. 

(3) Overlay Zoning District Requirements. All land use and/or development of land shall comply with all 
the regulations and requirements of any applicable Overlay Zoning District (see Article II).  

(4) Performance Standards. All development of land shall comply with all applicable requirements 
established in Article VI. 

(5) Exterior Building Design Standards. All new, remodeled, and expanded residential and nonresidential 
development shall comply with all applicable building design guidelines as required in Article VII of 
this Chapter.  

(6) Landscape Regulations. All development of land shall comply with all the regulations and requirements 
of Article VIII pertaining to the provision of landscaping and bufferyards. Such requirements address 
issues such as minimum required landscaping of developed land and minimum required provision of 
bufferyards between adjoining zoning districts which are directly related to the effective bulk of a 
structure. 

(7) Signage Regulations. All land use and/or development of land shall comply with all requirements of 
Chapter 22 of the City Municipal Code, pertaining to the type and amount of signage permitted on 
property. Such requirements address issues such as the maximum area of permitted signage and the 
number and types of permitted signage. 

(8) Number of Buildings per Lot.  

In all zoning districts a maximum of one principal building shall be permitted on any one lot, with the 
exception of the following: 

(a) Group or Large Developments (Section 10.06.02) 

(b) Planned Developments (Section 10.02.70)  

(c) Mobile Home Parks (Section 10.03.06) 

(d) Temporary buildings (Section 10.03.30) 

(9) Mixing Residential and Nonresidential Uses in a Building. With the exception of multiple use buildings 
described under Section 10.03.08, and home occupation land uses, no building containing a 
nonresidential land use shall contain a residential land use.  

(10) Number of Land Uses per Building. Any number of land uses that are permitted by right can be 
combined within a building, per the limitations of those individual uses. Any number of land uses that 
require a conditional use permit can be combined within a building, per the limitations of those 
individual uses and with each approved through the conditional use process (Section 10.10.32). 

(11) Accessory Uses. Accessory uses may be allowed where they comply with the following conditions and 
requirements:  

(a) Separation from Principal Structures. Detached accessory buildings shall be separated as 
regulated by the Uniform Dwelling Code. The òseparationó distance between a dwelling unit and 
accessory structure is determined by measuring the perpendicular distance from wall to wall of 
the structures. Minor attachments such as handrails, latticework, trellises, or pergolas may be 
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located in the required separation area and do not render the structures attached for setback 
purposes. All accessory buildings and structures on a lot are subject to the maximum impervious 
surface ratio requirements for each zoning district (Article II).  

(b) Conversion of Accessory Structures to Dwellings. The conversion of any accessory structure into 
a dwelling so as to accommodate an increased number of dwelling units or families, shall be 
permitted only within a district in which a new building for similar occupancy would be 
permitted under this Chapter. The resulting occupancy will comply with the requirements 
governing new construction in such district, including minimum lot size, lot area per dwelling 
unit, building of lot coverage, dimensions of yards and other open spaces, and off-street parking. 

(c) Accessory Structures without Principal Structure.  

1. No accessory structure shall be erected or constructed prior to the erection or construction 
of the principal structure, paved areas, or below grade improvements. 

2. When an accessory structure becomes the only structure on a lot as the result of demolition 
of the principal building, the accessory structure shall be demolished within 18 months of 
the demolition of the principal building. The Zoning Administrator shall have the ability to 
extend this period by an additional 18 months if the property owner has a concept plan, as 
approved by the Zoning Administrator, to build a new principal building or otherwise 
redevelop the site in a manner that uses the accessory structure.  

(12) Group and Large Development Requirements. A Group or Large Development may include any of 
the land uses in this Chapter that is permitted by right or by conditional use permit in the subject 
zoning district. All uses and/or development of land within a Group or Large Development shall 
comply with all requirements of Section 10.06.02. 

(13) Planned Development Requirements. All uses and/or development of land within a planned 
development shall comply with all requirements of Section 10.02.70 and 10.10.45. 

(14) Nonconforming Uses, Lots, Structures, and Site Requirements.  

(a) Land uses not in conformance with the requirements of the applicable zoning district shall be 
subject to the special limitations and exceptions as established in Article V.  

(b) Land uses located on substandard lots or on nonconforming lots, nonconforming sites, or in 
nonconforming structures shall comply with all the regulations and requirements of Article V.  

(15) Site Plan Review Required. All development involving physical modifications to a site including but 
not limited to new development, building additions, and additions to paving are subject to site plan 
review and approval in accordance with Section 10.10.43 of this Chapter, except for single family and 
two family dwelling units on individual lots in any zoning district. 

(16) Procedural Regulations and Requirements. All land use and/or development of land shall comply with 
all requirements of Article X, pertaining to the procedures necessary to secure review and approval of 
land use and/or development. Such regulations and restrictions address both procedural and technical 
requirements. 

(17) Demolition of a Principal Structure. Where a principal structure has been removed, all driveways, 
paved areas, and below grade improvements on the lot shall be removed. All public utilities shall be 
abandoned at their connection with the main unless written exception is obtained from the City 
Engineer. 
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Section 10.03.04: Detailed Land Use Descriptions and Regulations 
The land use categories employed by this Chapter are defined in Sections 10.03.06 through 10.03.30. Land 
use categories which are not listed in this Chapter are not necessarily excluded from locating within any given 
zoning district. Section 10.10.50 empowers the Zoning Administrator to make interpretations on matters 
regarding specific land use proposals which are not addressed by this Chapter. 

Section 10.03.05: Table of Land Uses 
The Table of Land Uses on the following pages is provided as a convenience for the City and the general 
public. Where there are conflicts between the text of this Chapter and the Table of Land Uses, the text shall 
prevail.  

 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance  Article III: Land Use Regulations 

Section 10.03.05: Table of Land Uses 

Draft 101 8.22.23 

 

S
in

g
le

 F
a

m
ily

 R
e

si
d

e
n

tia
l ɀ

 L
o
w

  D
e

n
si

ty
 (S

R-
L)

 

S
in

g
le

 F
a

m
ily

 R
e

si
d

e
n

tia
l ɀ
 M

e
d

iu
m

 D
e

n
si

ty
 (
S

R-
M

) 

S
in

g
le

 F
a

m
ily

 R
e

si
d

e
n

tia
l ɀ
 H

ig
h
 D

e
n

si
ty

 (S
R-

H
) 

M
o
b

ile
 H

o
m

e
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 (
M

H
-D

) 

T
w

o
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 D

u
p
le

x
 (

T
R-

D
) 

T
w

o
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 T

w
o
-F

la
t 

(T
R-

F
) 

M
u

lti
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 L

o
w

 D
e

n
si

ty
 (M

R
-L

) 

M
u

lti
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 M

e
d

iu
m

 D
e

n
si

ty
 (M

R
-M

) 

M
u

lti
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 U

rb
a

n 
D

e
n

si
ty

 (M
R

-U
) 

M
u

lti
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 H

ig
h
 D

e
n

si
ty

 (M
R

-H
) 

In
s
tit

u
ti
o
n

a
l 
(I

N
S

T)
 

M
ix

e
d

 U
se

 ɀ
 N

e
ig

h
b

o
rh

o
o
d
 (

M
U

-N
) 

M
ix

e
d

 U
se

 ɀ
 A

v
e

n
u

e
 (M

U
-A

) 

M
ix

e
d

 U
se

 - 
U

rb
a

n 
(M

U
-U

) 

M
ix

e
d

 U
se

 ɀ
 D

o
w

n
to

w
n

 (
M

U
-D

) 

L
ig

h
t 

In
d

u
s
tr

ia
l (

I-
L)

 

R
e

se
a

rc
h

 P
a

rk
 (

R-P
) 

M
e

d
iu

m
 I

n
d

u
s
tr

ia
l (

I-M
) 

H
e

a
v
y
 I

n
d

u
s
tr

ia
l (

I-
H

) 

In
te

n
si

v
e

 O
u

td
o
o
r 

S
to

ra
g

e
 (

IO
S

) 

In
te

n
si

v
e

 O
u

td
o
o
r 

C
o

m
m

e
rc

ia
l (

IO
C

) 

E
x
tr

a
ct

io
n

/D
is

p
o
sa

l (
E

X
D

) 

A
ir

p
o
rt

 (
A

IR
) 

P
a

rk
s 

a
n

d
 R

e
cr

e
a

ti
o
n

 (
P

R
) 

C
o

n
s
e

rv
a

n
cy

 (
C

O
N

) 

A
g

ri
cu

ltu
ra

l (
A

G
R

) 

Land Uses Permitted:  
Refer to the detailed 
definitions and requirements 
listed for each land use on 
the following pages. 

 

P: By Right 

C: By Conditional Use Permit 

P/C: Refer to specific 
requirements for that land 
use to determine if a 
Conditional Use Permit is 
required 

Residential Land Uses (§10.03.06) 

P P P P P P P P P P  P              P Single Family Dwelling Unit 

   P                       Mobile Home  

   C                       
Mobile Home Subdivision or 
Park  

    P  P P P P  P               Duplex  

    P  P P P P  P               Twin House  

    P P P P P P  P               Two-Flat  

      P P P P  C P              Townhouse 

      P P P P  C P              Multiplex 

      P P P P  C P  P            Apartment 

       C                   
Exceed Principal Building 
Height up to 5 stories 

        C                  
Exceed Principal Building 
Height up to 7 stories 

         C                 
Exceed Principal Building 
Height up to 10 stories 

P P P P P P P P P P  P P P P           P 
Individual Family Living 
Arrangement 

C C C  C C C C C C C C C C C            
Boarding House Living 
Arrangement 

Mixed-Use Buildings (§10.03.08) 

           P P P P            Mixed-Use Building 

      C C C C  P P P P            Live/Work Unit 

Commercial Land Uses (§10.03.10) 

          P P P P P  P  P P P P P    Office 

          P P P P P C P C         Personal or Professional Service 

           P P P P C  C         Indoor Sales or Service 

            C C  C C   P   P    Outdoor Sales and Display 

          P C C C C C C         P Artisan Production Shop 

          C C C C C  C          Physical Activity Studio 

          C C P P C P C          Commercial Kitchen 

          C C P P P  C       C   
Food and Beverage Counter 
Service and Walk-In Pickup 

           C P P P  C    P   C   
Restaurants, Taverns, and 
Indoor Commercial 
Entertainment 
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Land Uses Permitted:  
Refer to the detailed 
definitions and requirements 
listed for each land use on 
the following pages. 

 

P: By Right 

C: By Conditional Use Permit 

P/C: Refer to specific 
requirements for that land 
use to determine if a 
Conditional Use Permit is 
required 

                  C        Indoor Shooting Range 

           C C C C  C    P   C   
Outdoor Commercial 
Entertainment 

           C C C   C          
Drive-Through & In-Vehicle 
Sales or Service 

      C C C C P C P P P  C          Group Daycare Center 

                C C        P Commercial Animal Daycare 

                         P Commercial Animal Boarding 

C C C C C C      P P P P           C Bed and Breakfast 

            P P P  C          Commercial Indoor Lodging 

                    P   C  C Campground 

          C P P P P P  P P P P P P   C 
Indoor Maintenance Service 
(Non-Residential) 

                    P P C   C 
Outdoor Maintenance Service 
(Non-Residential) 

            C C  C           Vehicle and Boat Sales 

            C C    C P        Vehicle Service and Repair 

                  C        
Adult-Oriented Entertainment 
Business 

                  C  P     C Intensive Outdoor Activity  

            C C         P   C  C Water-Related Recreation 

Institutional Land Uses (§10.03.12) 

          P P P P P  P       P  C Indoor Institutional 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P C C C C P P P P P P P 
Outdoor Open Space 
Institutional 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P C C C C P P P P P P P Passive Outdoor Recreation 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P C C C C P P P P P  P Active Outdoor Recreation  

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P C P Essential Services 

          C     C C P P C C C C C  C 
Large Scale Public Services and 
Utilities 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P           P 
Community Living 
Arrangements (1-8 resident) 

C C C C P P P P P P C C C C C            
Community Living 
Arrangements (9-15 residents)  

      C C C C C C C C C            
Community Living 
Arrangements (16+ residents)  

      C C C C C C C C C            Institutional Residential 
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Land Uses Permitted:  
Refer to the detailed 
definitions and requirements 
listed for each land use on 
the following pages. 

 

P: By Right 

C: By Conditional Use Permit 

P/C: Refer to specific 
requirements for that land 
use to determine if a 
Conditional Use Permit is 
required 

Industrial Land Uses (§10.03.14) 

               P P P P P  P     Light Industrial 

                 C P C  C     Heavy Industrial 

             C  C  C P P      C Production Greenhouse 

             C  C  C P       P 
Indoor Food Cultivation and 
Farming 

               C  P P        
Indoor Food Production and 
Processing  

Storage Uses (§10.03.16) 

               P  P P P  P P   C 
Indoor Storage and 
Wholesaling 

                 C C P C  C   C 
Outdoor Storage and 
Wholesaling 

                  C P       Personal Storage Facility 

Transportation Land Uses (§10.03.18) 

      C C C C C C P P P C C C C C   P    Transit Center 

               C C P P C   P    Distribution Center 

                 P P C   P    Freight Terminal 

                      P    Airport 

            C C  C C C C    P    Heliport 

      C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C   Off-Site Parking Lot 

      C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C    Off-Site Structured Parking 

Telecommunication Land Uses (§10.03.20) 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C Communication Tower 

Extraction and Disposal Land Uses (§10.03.22) 

                     C     Extraction 

                  C   P    C Composting Facility 

                  C   P    C Indoor Recycling Facility 

                     P     Waste Disposal/Landfill 

                   P  P     Salvage or Junkyard 

                     P     Sand and Mineral Processing 

Energy Production Land Uses (§10.03.24) 

                  C   C    C Large Wind Energy System  

                  C   C    C Large Solar Energy System 

Agricultural Land Uses (§10.03.26) 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C P Cultivation 
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Land Uses Permitted:  
Refer to the detailed 
definitions and requirements 
listed for each land use on 
the following pages. 

 

P: By Right 

C: By Conditional Use Permit 

P/C: Refer to specific 
requirements for that land 
use to determine if a 
Conditional Use Permit is 
required 

                         C Husbandry 
                         C On-Site Agricultural Retail 
                         P Intensive Agriculture 
                  C       P Agricultural Services 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P C P Community Garden 



City of Middleton Zoning Ordinance  Article III: Land Use Regulations 

Section 10.03.05: Table of Land Uses 

Draft 105 8.22.23 

S
in

g
le

 F
a

m
ily

 R
e

si
d

e
n

tia
l ɀ

 L
o
w

  D
e

n
si

ty
 (S

R-
L)

 

S
in

g
le

 F
a

m
ily

 R
e

si
d

e
n

tia
l ɀ
 M

e
d

iu
m

 D
e

n
si

ty
 (
S

R-
M

) 

S
in

g
le

 F
a

m
ily

 R
e

si
d

e
n

tia
l ɀ
 H

ig
h
 D

e
n

si
ty

 (S
R-

H
) 

M
o
b

ile
 H

o
m

e
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 (
M

H
-D

) 

T
w

o
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 D

u
p
le

x
 (

T
R-

D
) 

T
w

o
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 T

w
o
-F

la
t 

(T
R-

F
) 

M
u

lti
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 L

o
w

 D
e

n
si

ty
 (M

R
-L

) 

M
u

lti
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 M

e
d

iu
m

 D
e

n
si

ty
 (M

R
-M

) 

M
u

lti
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 U

rb
a

n 
D

e
n

si
ty

 (M
R

-U
) 

M
u

lti
-F

a
m

ily
 R

e
si

d
e

n
tia

l ɀ
 H

ig
h
 D

e
n

si
ty

 (M
R

-H
) 

In
s
tit

u
ti
o
n

a
l 
(I

N
S

T)
 

M
ix

e
d

 U
se

 ɀ
 N

e
ig

h
b

o
rh

o
o
d
 (

M
U

-N
) 

M
ix

e
d

 U
se

 ɀ
 A

v
e

n
u

e
 (M

U
-A

) 

M
ix

e
d

 U
se

 - 
U

rb
a

n 
(M

U
-U

) 

M
ix

e
d

 U
se

 ɀ
 D

o
w

n
to

w
n

 (
M

U
-D

) 

L
ig

h
t 

In
d

u
s
tr

ia
l (

I-
L)

 

R
e

se
a

rc
h

 P
a

rk
 (

R-P
) 

M
e

d
iu

m
 I

n
d

u
s
tr

ia
l (

I-M
) 

H
e

a
v
y
 I

n
d

u
s
tr

ia
l (

I-
H

) 

In
te

n
si

v
e

 O
u

td
o
o
r 

S
to

ra
g

e
 (

IO
S

) 

In
te

n
si

v
e

 O
u

td
o
o
r 

C
o

m
m

e
rc

ia
l (

IO
C

) 

E
x
tr

a
ct

io
n

/D
is

p
o
sa

l (
E

X
D

) 

A
ir

p
o
rt

 (
A

IR
) 

P
a

rk
s 

a
n

d
 R

e
cr

e
a

ti
o
n

 (
P

R
) 

C
o

n
s
e

rv
a

n
cy

 (
C

O
N

) 

A
g

ri
cu

ltu
ra

l (
A

G
R

) 

Land Uses Permitted:  
Refer to the detailed 
definitions and requirements 
listed for each land use on 
the following pages. 

 

P: By Right 

C: By Conditional Use Permit 

P/C: Refer to specific 
requirements for that land 
use to determine if a 
Conditional Use Permit is 
required 

Accessory Land Uses (§10.03.28) 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P           P 
Detached Residential Accessory 
Building 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Arbor/Trellis 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Basketball Hoop 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Clothes Line 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Flag Pole 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Fountain 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Little Library 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Little Food Pantry 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Picnic Table/Bench 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Gazebo/Picnic Shelter 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Patio/Freestanding Deck 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 
Recreational Paved 
Path/Boardwalk 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Seasonal Decorations 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Shed/Storage Building 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Statue/Art Object 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P          P   Treehouse 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P          P   Paved Play Count 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P         P  P Swimming Pool 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P         P  P Swing Set/Play Equipment 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Walkways/Steps 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Awning/Canopy 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Bay Window/Balcony 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Egress Window 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Chimney 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Eaves and Gutters 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Elevated Deck/Porch 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Fire Escape 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Mechanical Equipment 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Refuse Enclosure 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Stoop/Landing 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P         P  P Outdoor Kitchen 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P     P  P Decorative Pond 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Greenhouse 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 
Birdbath, Birdhouse, or 
Birdfeeder 

P P P P P P                    P Residential Kennel  
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Land Uses Permitted:  
Refer to the detailed 
definitions and requirements 
listed for each land use on 
the following pages. 

 

P: By Right 

C: By Conditional Use Permit 

P/C: Refer to specific 
requirements for that land 
use to determine if a 
Conditional Use Permit is 
required 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P           P Home Occupation 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P           P In-Home Daycare 4-8 Children 
                          *Boathouse 

P P P P P P      P              P Accessory Dwelling Unit 

P P P P P P P P P P P P              P In-Family Suite 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Residential Apiary 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Short-Term Residential Rental 

          P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 
Nonresidential Accessory 
Structure 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P On-Site Parking Lot 

      P P P P P  P P P P P P P P P P P    On-Site Structured Parking 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P   Electric Vehicle Charging 

          P P P P P P P P P  P  P P  P Company Cafeteria 

          P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P 
Incidental Outdoor Sales and 
Display 

          P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Incidental Indoor Sales 

               P  P         Incidental Office 

          P P P P P P P P P P P P P   P Incidental Light Industrial 

          P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Incidental Outdoor Storage 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Satellite Dish 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Personal Antenna and Towers 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Communication Antenna 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Small Wind Energy System 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P Small Solar Energy System 

                         P Farm Residence 

                         P Migrant Employee Housing 

                         P Residential Stable 

Temporary Land Uses (§10.03.30) 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P       
Temporary Moving Container 
(Residential)   

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Temporary Refuse Container 

          P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P C 
Temporary Outdoor Storage 
Container (Nonresidential) 

P P P P P P P P P P                 Garage or Estate Sale 

          P P P P P            Farmerõs Market 

                         P 
Temporary Farm Product 
Sales/Roadside Stand 

          P P P P P  P    P   P   Temporary Outdoor Sales 
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Land Uses Permitted:  
Refer to the detailed 
definitions and requirements 
listed for each land use on 
the following pages. 

 

P: By Right 

C: By Conditional Use Permit 

P/C: Refer to specific 
requirements for that land 
use to determine if a 
Conditional Use Permit is 
required 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Temporary Outdoor Assembly 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 

Temporary On-Site 
Construction Storage, 
Contractorõs Project Office, and 
On-Site Real Estate Sales 
Office 

          P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 
Temporary Relocatable 
Building 

                          Temporary Shelter Structure 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P   P Temporary Vehicle Sales 

*Boathouses are subject to the requirements of Wisconsin State Statues 30.121 and Wisconsin Administration 
Code Chapter NR 325.  
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Section 10.03.06: Residential Land Uses 

(1) Apartment: This dwelling unit type consists of a single structure with three or more individual 
attached dwelling units which take access from a shared entrance or hallway.  

Regulations:  

(a) In the case where any dwelling unit is under separate ownership, evidence that covenants 
specifying respective obligations with regard to any common structures, such as the shared wall, 
roof, and other inseparable improvements, is required. 

(b) All development shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 11, 19, and 23 of the City 
Middleton Municipal Code.  

(c) See Section 10.07.20 for multi-family design standards and section 10.06.41 for on-site recreation 
space requirements.  

(d) Group Developments shall meet the standards of Section 10.06.02.  

(e) Minimum and maximum required parking: See Section 10.06.06. 

(f) The following figure is intended to provide a graphic depiction of the setback and dimensional 
requirements for Apartment land uses. Specific requirements for Apartments can be found in 
Article II under the density, intensity, and bulk requirements for each residential zoning district.  

(g) Height Exceptions. The following provisions apply to the base zoning districtõs maximum height 
requirement as described in Article II. The following height exceptions shall apply to the MR-L, 
MR-M, MR-U, MR-H, MU-N, MU-A, MU-U, and MU-D zoning districts. 

1. Buildings with voluntary contractual Land Use Restriction Agreements (LURA) with the 
City to provide income and rent-restricted dwelling units (affordable housing) may exceed 
the base zoning districtõs maximum number of stories or height up to one additional floor of 
the building and the floor area of said additional floor shall not exceed the area of any other 
residential floor in the building. To exceed the maximum number of stories or height, the 
building shall meet the following requirements: 

a. The cumulative interior square footage of the affordable units shall be greater than or 
equal to fifty percent of the total interior square footage of all units and common 
amenity space, such as community rooms and fitness rooms, above the maximum 
number of stories or height in the base zoning district. Subject to the details in the 
LURA, the cumulative square footage of the affordable housing units may be distributed 
throughout the building.  

b. The affordable units shall be rented to households with an income at or below sixty 
percent area median income limits and at or below rent limits for sixty percent of area 
median incomes as specified in the LURA.  

c. The effective period of the LURA must be at least thirty years.  

2. An additional floor may be added to any Apartment in which the developmentõs stormwater 
management plan exceeds the stormwater management standards of the City, as determined 
by the City Engineer and Water Resources Commission. The additional floor may exceed the 
base zoning districtõs maximum height requirement up to one additional floor of the 
building. 
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Figure 10.03.06a: Apartment 

Key to Figure 

A Lot area (A1 x A2) 

A1 Front lot width (at building minimum setback line) 

A2 Lot depth  

B Lot frontage at right-of-way 

C Front setback 

F Street side setback (corner lots) (lot line to principal building or attached garage) 

H Rear setback and minimum deck setback (lot line to principal building or attached garage) 

J Pavement setback (lot line to pavement excluding driveway entrance) 

K Accessory building front yard setback 

L Accessory building side (interior) (lot line to accessory building) 

M Accessory building side yard (corner) 

N Accessory rear setback (lot line to accessory building) 

 

 

 

  

 






















































































































































































































































































































































































